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frossî one of îS5S. After inspccting a large nunîber of these
cents 1 found other speciniess sonie of tisei différing sliglit-
ly froin which 1 have iearned thit more than one dlie wvas
aitered anîd tlîat this alteration on the oid dies was made by
11.11d.

WeC lay get at thse reason why a Customn î>rev'a1cnt in the
carl' )-cars of the United States sint but noiw long aban-
doned as barbarous should have beenl adopted b>' tihe Royal
Mint in striking our first Canadiaii coina-e. b>' looking into
sone of the circuintances connectud mvith the lîistory of tlîis
coinage. Thse order %vas rcciv-ed fm the Canadiasi governi-
init late in Uie y-car 1858, and it %vas ini Noveiiiber or eveni
as late as I>ccitmbtcr bcfore the %work of striking the cents
was begun. The ordcr whîiclî seenîs very large for the pop-
uilation of lcss than a million and a hiaîf the> living in old
Canada wvas for i0,003,000 and could not tlsLrefore bc coin-
pletcd ini so short a tisse. It, in faet, the bulk of it, liad to
bc conspictcd in i bi59 . And as it is cutomary in the Royal
MnIlt to cali in fronti tihe coisuiug rooms on the 31st ùf Dec-
eiîber ail dlic., i..sucd dusrisîg the year; the dies froni the
Canadian coissage wcrc returssed with tihe others. To lîre-
vent delay, in thei work, of coining, ncw dits with the niew
>'ear's date are always rcady fur pI.scing ini the reeson tihe
2ssd of janîsary. But by sonise sîcglect new (lie., for dtIs
cent., Iad siot bien prcpared. The old dies used ln 1858,
%verc therefore hastilY altercd tlîat there sîîglit bc no delay.
anid smade to (Io dssty sîntil ncw i859 dies could Le got
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~ML have before us a col», of tie above work, b>' Dr.
Jose d Le oubftles cntaIis ia rath andl

En Lerou and lî cnt n at gris Fscl a(if
v'altsable inîformsations. althiongl w'e believe tli.t

niasn' picces (tok-etsi) are described vhîiclî canssot truly be


