CHRONIC"L.E’

. Ghent, Nw. 20. I make no. doubt ‘you
avill he anxious to receive an accurate ac-
count of the dreadful fituation in: which
your friends have béen in Ghent. ™

" for the rumr, and on‘accaunt of thc,ﬂoﬁu\‘

* On Friday the 13th, carly.in the morn.

ing, the Patriotic Army, to' th¢ amount
of 700, arrived at the Bruges Gate, where
they met with little refitance from the
foldiery, The gates, however, being kept
Mo, they burft them open- by coatinual
firing, which alarmed us very: much, as
you may. fuppofe. ‘I'he bridges wereim.
mediately drawn up, to prevent the ap-
proach of the Patriots ; the battle was
then continued for foms hours ; at latt
the Patriots drove the troops, fome into-
the Citadel, the reft into the Barracks.
The firing bzfore the Barracks lafled till’
Monday at five o'clock, when. Col, Lun.
den hoifted the White Flag, and imme-
diately the troops marched out, to the
number of 500, and furrendered théir
arms. They were then condufted through
the town to. different Convents, where
they ace keptprifoners,

‘The Patriots. obliged Col. Lunden to
writeto the commander of the Caftle, or-
dering him- to furremder, which he refuf-
ed ; .butin the.middle: of the night he or-
dcred it to be evacuated bag and baggage,
after having pilliged and maffacred men,
women,and-children.

We are confideantly- aﬂ'urcd that there
svere no lefs than 4000 mien in the Citadel.
What a miracle, that undifciplined men,
with indifferent .atms and ammunition,
and o fcw in number; fhould conquer:

if the (oldiers had behaved as they ought

to have done, they mufbhave driven chem
out of the town atthe frft on.fet. The
_ravages they have committed at St. Peters,
and thz Citadel, are fhocking beyond de-
feription : Nobody: that "has:not feen jt,
can belicve the horror of the fcene. The

foldiers come out every morning, and -

pillage the neighbourhood, and knll every
one thatobftrufls them.

The Patriots have eight officers pnfon-
ers ; there are three to.be fhot {00N* ;e
poor Mulrion-is dying of his wounds.-All
this is very difirefiing, but nothingin com-
parifon to 'the.fcene_that prefented itfelf
in the Citadel : the {oldiers colie&ed every
cambuftible matter:they could. findy. and
threw bombs into the town. . It wa's cer-.
tainly their intention to have burnt the
whole "City ;. and il they "had” ot been

forced to:retire fo precipitatelyjthey would -
woft iikely - have efftéted their horrid pur-~"o

pofe ; as, wherever'a bomb fell, " it:.burnt
all. hcfore it.. More than thxrty. Honfes:ars
reduced to aﬂ\cs 3 fome of thc moft clc-
-;mt intown.: . Y : i3

ln rom-‘ ftrects it is: nnpofﬁblc to pars

© Oftend,

“ivards noon; xthcy attacked.the Pa;

wlich are. continually:: falling .- §==13,008
men’are to.be kept-by'the Town,.in otdﬂ.'
to' guard it ; 2,fco are. already ongaged.:
Fhope tranqunllny will foon be: reftored.- -

- Every: mhabitant is obllged to mounc,

guard.

Another battle is hourly expcaed at.
Bruffels, which will- moft likely.- decide
the fate of this conntry,. at leaftfor fame. .
time. The Patriots have got poffeffion of
Bruges, Ghent, and' Louvain;:
(‘cncral Dalton, a- man.execrated by sl
it is faid, ordered the foldiers to. kill- woe"
men and children ;- one. infant in a cradle
was brought to town, and.flogged to death,
by the favages; an officer toffed another
on the point. of a fword. - In- fiort, it'is
fhocking to bumanity. to fee and hear-the
acts.of brutallty that have been' commlw

. Lcd

" Lifle, December !7. The official accounz
of the capture of Bruffels; publifhed by the
Patriotsy is as under. Itis.dated the‘utbf
of December,. . .

¢ At length, - notwnh[hndmg the armi-
flice, and every other, pretence; . oo brave -
Patriots of Bruffels. have'dared:to engags
in battle with 6000 Auftrians;’. The aQi«
on commenced yefterday: - afternoen; - at
four o*clock, The firft attempt.was. e
make prifoners  of all the -foldiers- who
guarded the Mint, and" thofe whowery
quartered in the different'convents. - Ges
neral Dalton  did- his utmofl - from: iy
o'clock in the morning to negociste an -
armiftice.  About feven o'clock:8co men
of Bender d'Aloft entered: the city. with
two pieces of cannon, which they: planted
on the Grand Place. About ten o’clock:
General Dalton thought proper:to fend &
large -detachment. in~ order to releafey: by -
forcible means, the -officers-and-privates
made prifoners in the. Baffeville. .~ This
was’ the fignal for' a mew engagemaut,
which will be>ever' memorable: for:.its
viftory.” The Patriots; no longerable'to
contain themfelves, routed:the:wholé des
tachment. To the number’of- 500, -at the
utmoft, they invefted the- greatmark i
and after a.moft.obftinate’ ‘confli&;.thiey
inade themfelves mafters <of--the Corp:
Garde; and two! pieces of cannon,:
touk’ about. 400. “Auftrianiprifon
bout the fame timey the»engagement fes:
commenccd in=all quarters  Of: :hem!y‘,,

fides . cartrxdges, ammunlt.on,:

the Place Royale;,"whereithe gréatet body'

"of. troops were. qonmmd, wuhn pneceo
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