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THE BOBOLINK.

Come with me: tet us leave this darkened room from which
God's Dlessed suushine is so carefully excluded @ let us pass
into the sweet pure outer air; let us fl‘.(‘l’ its‘balm.\' breath
upon our cheek, and inhale its freshness. We will stand upon
this grassy knoll strewn thick with the gold of the dandelion
and the purple of the violet. .

Yonder above the tops of the trees rises the rp\mdcd sum-
mit of Mount Johnstone, farther to the left the frregular out-
lines of Rougemont and Beleil, and farther still, eastward, the
blue etherial hills of Vermont. Through the rifts of this tree
Leneath which we stand, patches of blue sky nnfi silver clond
appear ; at our fect a little broek ripples musically; on its
surface myriad suubeams dance; and yonder on the maple a
bobolink has perched, and with black dilated eves and out-
stretched thraat, is pouring forth a flood of molten melady,
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Oft times I think
When on my esr your sweet voce talls,
irit bright
Fr worlds of light
From earth to woo e gently ealls,
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A semething still
Of Bden wmusic echoes ciear, |

Angd threngh the air
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The fadeless bowers o blirs upreas.
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CAPTURED DY CONFEDS.

AN INCIDENT QP THE AMERICAN REBELLION.

TrAVELLING in the United States at the breaking ont of the
grrat rebellion, and wishing to see something of war serviee,
I accepted a captain's commission oifered e in a cavalry re-
gime-nt belonging to Tarbet vision.

W were Iying near Wine er, i the Shenandoah Valley,
just before Skheridan made bis celebrated ride ) the Co eTe
ate General, Early, covering this town, and oceupying the
crossing of Opequan Crock,

The company I commanded held the extrems eft of Tare
bet's divizion; and in front of thiz we were thrown out on
pioket duty, along the skirts of a tract of woodiand,

Iz advauce of the line, upon which I had placed my <vntries
ran a narrow but very deep oreck—i tribntary of the Upesjuan
—bat with a fordable crossing close to the spot T kad tixed
upon for my temporary quarters,

1 bad just reterned from visiting the picket sentries, and
was wartivg myself at a small eamp nre we had kindied,

“Althongh in the month of Septernber 1t was araw chillv weora-
iny, with a drizziing mist fast thickeatoy into rain,

suddenly I heard the tramp of cavalry, with the elank of
hits and sabres. The sound seewmed to come from the resr.
Within a hundred vards of the place whoere our tire had been
kindled, ran the stream above mentioned, At the ford it was
vressed by a narrow wood road; which turned sharply on the
other side—thenee running parallel with the creek in the di-
rection of Berryville. It was down this road the sounds
appeared to comi; and, althourh mnothing was meore natural
than that our scouting parties sheuld be out in that direction,
1 felt 2larm, upon hearinz the tread of approaching troupers,

Turning te my sergzant, & wiry six-footer from Maine—the
only man nwar me who was awake, I said -

“ Totteu, what tronps can those b

The sergeatit was not orly wwake, but remarkably @ wide-
awake ;" and with head bentdown, and car closs to the ground,
was already listening intently tw the hoof strokes of the
approaching horsemen,

As 1 rpoke, he started to his feet, saying in an excited
tone :

* By jiminy, cap! them ‘ers don’t sound like our horses ; not
balf o'them air ~bod 17

Before he had finished speaking the horsemen hove into
sight, filing round a bend of the road ; and, without any hwsi-
tation whatever, houled toward the ereck crossing, in front of
our camp fire.  Every man of them had a blue cavalry clonk,
and most wore the Union cavalry hat, There were five of us
altogether round the fire; Scrgeant Totten with thres pri-
vates, all iat aslecp—and myself.  Our horses were hitched
close by, saddled and ready for uny emergency ; revolvirs in
holsters, and carbines slung from a neighbonring tree, with
an Indiarubber blanket carefilly spread over them to keep off
the rain. . The pusition we ocenpied was quite an isolated ons
—being over balf a mile from the next relief station ; con-
nected, to be sure, by a chain of picket seatries, who would

Chave been in sight of cach other, but for the dense unders
growth of the wood in which we were stationed. A it was,
unless whea they came ont in the open space, they could nou
see what was going on, heyond fifty yards on cither side of
their post.

The suddenness with which the party of horsemen—now in
full sight—hbad come upon us, wag, no doubt, the principal
reason why 1 felt suspicious of their character, I had done
80, even before righting them,

They must have emerged from the woods, and struck the
road, but a short distance above the hend ; for the tramping
firet hreard was not that of a gradually advancing troop, but
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clear, distinet, and suddenly closo st hand, Anyhow, thore
they were, right at the crossing of the creek—thelr approach
unnoticed by any of our pickets, 1 challenged them atonce,
in a loud sharp voice, holding my revolver in hand:

“ Halt! Who goes there 77

@ Priends! 7 was the immediate nnd ready reply, ns they
pulled up in compliance with the challenge.

“ Dismount, one friend!  Advance and——'

The last word had hardly parted from my lips; their leader
had actnally thrown one of his legs over his horse’s croup, us
it to advance as ordered; when, with a muttered word of
command, he turned back into his saddle; and in a second’s
time the whole party had dashed acress the creok; up its bauk,
and were amongst us!

I fired my revelver, bringing down one of their horses ; and,
at the same time, called out to mny companions,  Too late—
it was of no use; we were ouly five, tatally uunprepared and
taken by surprise; they were a score at least, all ready and
aware of their advantage.

With the instinet of habit, however, one of the sleeping
men upon heariog the shouts and shots, sprang up and rushed
towards our horses, Indoing so, he was ruthlessly shot down
and seeing that this wouli be the fate of ally if we offered re-
sistatce—cut off, and overpowered as we undoubtedly were—
1 at once cricd out, @ Hold vour fire ; we surrender i

In ten winutes from the time this blue-coated troop of
guerillas came in sight, we were captured ; our arms taken
from us: ordered to mounut our horses; and were galloping at
a slapping pace along a poorly constructed ¢lay road, leading
towards the Shenandoaly, with six of Mosby’s rongh riders on
cach side of us.

It was a neat thing, no deubt, for the Conteds—a feat, skil-
fully and daringly carried out.

The chagrin and shame 1 felt at being thus overreached,
made my blowd fairly tingle to my finger-ends. There were
four of us captured——Sergeant Totten, two privates, and my-
self—their own dismounted man, whose horse had been shot,
having approprinted the one belonging to our comrade they
bad Killed,

I had littl hope thatany ettort would be made to rescue us,
The slarm wonld, no doubt, be given; hut too Inte for parsuit
to bie of serviee, Before a sufficient ferce could be collected to
make it safe, we should be carried far out of reach of resene,

As we rede nlong, I managed to count the party of Confuds,
They were twenty-one in all—nineteen men and two officors ¢
he in cummand being 4 handsome blackeeved fellow with a
sading east of countenanee, and riding one of the most
splendid charoers Dever saw. Indeed, all of them were npon
wewd stock, and our northern horses made bt a poor show
tostde The party was evidently a picked one——selected
{ il duty.  Befure they came upon us, they must
have ridden hard and long: for, although their horses were
=il equal to the sharp pace at which we wore gaing, they
laboured heavily and showed most unmistakable sions of

must have rididen at least ten miles in silenee, not a
word having been spoken by any one; when suddenly the
1oer in command, checked his horse, and, wheeling round,

e had reached the Lottom of a steep rocky hill, the path
over which was nothing mere than the bed of & wet-weather
stream, full of Voubders and ruts. Here we were ordered into
single flet and, aftar scrambling forabont threequariars of o
mite, we cained the summit. The rond again became better ;
runting slong a broad walde land densely covered with a
stntted geowils of black-Jack, and serub aak, As we silently
rods e, the Wawk-nyesd leader of the #8 Rebs™ brought his horse
sloneside mine, and sald Quite gowd-bumouredly ¢

slaptain, Towas serry to distarb vou so carly this morning ;
bt to teil the truth, we were as much sarprised to sew you, ns
varrat sight of ws. When wo came upon yon, we had no idea
that we were anywhere near your lines,”

owas stillin a s Lumonr with myself, and spswered
Bitterly, and sternly ;

U wasa pity that vou Jdid not strike our lines a trifle higher
up: vor wonld then have had a fairer chance for fight,”

SO answeral he, laughing, ¢ 1 was not at all ambitious
of that: and am guite thankiul to get away as [ did.”

it was odd," I remarked, looking at him steadily, « for
one of Moshy's officers to be blundering g0 near the Shenan-
doah. They have the reputation of knowing this country
thorouzchly ™

“ Apd they deserve i he anawered. 4 Most of them have
spent their whole lives liereabonts, and have hnnted and
tramped 2very foot of the valley.  Unfortunately for you,” he
added with a smile, «* | have but lately joined the command,
anid blander now and then ; otherwise) [ can nssure you, we
would never have ventnred to awake you as we did this morn-
ing. My orders were to do anything but that,  Once in,
however, 1 thought the boldest way out would be the best”

1t did not require muech doldneer” 1 retorted, ¥ to lead
twently men on five—-three of them asleep, and two ubarmed.”

¢ No," eaid he; “hat how-conld [ tell there wasn't a whale
squadron of you at hand?  However, here we are now at
fGrranny Kitts) and T guess we had better have some break-
fast.™

He was a social, ploasant fellow, this Confed eaptain, and 1
have uo doubt T should have fouud him an agreeable com-
panion, had the manner of our introduction been different,

We bind now arrived in full view of the Shenandoah river,
and ab the end of the table land,  Here there was a log-cabin,
at a little distance from the rond, with some cultivated fields
arouml it At the door stood an old negress; who threw up
ker arms in great exeitement, a8 we approached, greeting our
captors with profuse curtdies and congratulations,

“ Lud ha mercy, magsa Cap'n Garber!  Sa youw'se ben and
gone an done it dis time' shoo an satin,  Fo' Yanks—brexs de
Lord—and dar hosses and gung too—an one o' dem a jient,”
she wided, laughing, and pointing at poor Totten, who by
fome mischance was mounted ona very small horse ; which,
with his tong legs deacly touching the ground, gave him a
rather Indicrous appearance:, . } C

4 Yer, Granny,” replied the captain, % I've boen getting up

an appetite this morning, and nm as hungry aaa Texan, What

have you got for nz to cat 1" : o
“ Lor, magsa; puffin but some miltk and corn dodger,”
#hat won't do for atomachs ko hungry as ours,” rnawered

rhe captain, # Boys,” he.cried, turning to his wien, 1 think

I wee some provender in the enclosure behind the house ; you
have permission to make the most of it. I shall give Granny
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some Confedernte serip for the damage ; ‘nond she can hand it
to the owner, when he comes homa," '

To a Confederate partizan nothing could have heen more
welcome, thau this licence for fvee forage ; and in feas than
three minutes' time, half a dozen of them were over the fence
and bhad ¢ roped” n cow; to Lo killed for thelr midday mea) .
while another half dozen were making havoe among the heng
and ducks betonging to the little plantation,

The four prisoners were placed together on a log near the
cabin-door ; on the sill of which the Confed eaptain and hix
livutenant had sented themselves. “They talked in a low tone -
but my hearing is wonderfully acute—never more than g um{
moment—and by lstening atteatively, Tmnade out from their
couversation that our gusrd would soon be reduced to six
men, with only the Heatenant to commaud them, | had not
before taken much notice of this subordinate otficer ; exeept
to perceive that he was 4 very young mun with s sallow ang
sinister east of countenance, and n most unmistakably con.
temptuous look in his eye, whenever he glanced at us, Ry
now, as a remark of his reached my ear, T turned round on the
low, and took his measure more fully.

He was a mere boy in appearnyee; of tll, gavat frame
with a pair of small weasal-like eyes, He was evidently :;
very different sort of person to his handsome, frank-spoken
superior. A bitter, remorseless enemy 1 could vaxily Ree s and
one who would shoot us down, as readily as be woatd pick off
asquirrel, if we gave him the slightest provoeation for doing
it.  Nevertheless, | rejoiced at hearing that we were soon to
be left to his tendercare: for I had hepes from his youtly, aa
also his evident over-confidence in his own great werit as o
soldier. I knew he would be fonnd off his cuard ten times
for once his scemingly cureless captain would le likely to
make a stip.

In the meantime the saddles had been tahken off the borses
and a detail of men was engaged in attending to their w:mtsf
Water was given them from a draw-well nesr by with o bag
of corn brought out from the cabin, and  distributed jn g
log-trongh which mn all along the building.

The old negress still kept up her garculons enjoyment
making many remarks at our expense. Every now aml thvn'
she wonld appear in the doorway, clap bee hands, ang al:\;z

her knees, repeating with apparent delight,
“ Bress de Lord 2 o' Yanks atl took togeddert®

After a titae, she brought out & bucket of water, sud ay old
tin cup, Placing them near us on the ground, awl kueeling
down beside them, she bent over the bucket, pretending, as |
could ses, to skim ent with the cup some imnginary object in
the water, Just then, | heand b way ina low tone, il as
if talking to hersell:

& God lnb you Linenm sogers! Don’t mind what dis ald
fool niguer sny. She only skeert to say nothing else,  Look
out I tell you, for dat Massa Barkery e kil you all of vou
don't” ’

Having corneeed what she had been teving o eapture in
the witer, she threw it on the wround ; and, Glling the eup,
offered it to me with a grin,

Here then was a friend in disguise, after all. 1 koew ot
onee that the licintenant was the % Massa Barker " who was
such o terrible fellow an ber eyves ) and | knew, alvo, that her
warning was ot to beoapade bt of 3 tesolved th aet cane.
fully, and aveid ratning risks where the wddsowonld be Lope.
tossly against ue o Bar 1 ohed G081y determined, and awory in
my own heart, that with the slighest glimmer offering a
chatce of sucorss, Dwanld risk heavy odds o eseag

I cauwht Toteen's eve as oy thaughts ran tins, There was
nodecisive wicked Inok nit that fully answered mine ;. and
I knew I had a fearleas comrvde for whatever [ miznt andor.
take,

About one oobwk in the afternoon, we azain started for.
ward—dexcending the BU towands the Shenandont But, e
fore reaching the river, the captain with the balk of his pairty
drow off from us, taking o road leading dows strean, and
L:aving his otern Hentenant with six men as onr praand

As the horses pioked thetr way #flowly down the tough ok
1 msnaged by slecoees to Inerease the distanee boetween the
Iemding @l of rebels and myself; o that Totten and 1 Lad
the vhance of exchauging a word or two, unhoard by either
aur comeades or cAptars,

“Totten,” said 1, < yan don’t want to go to the Libby pris
gong if you can help it [ snpqose 77

“ By jiminy 7 he replicd, this being his usnal form of afirm-
ation, ¢ I'd just as seon bave n bullet sent throueh me, At
Peast § wonhd witlingly runthe risk of a dozen rather thau go
there "

S 1 am afraid that young Reb will give us but o slicht
chance to escape.”

i don't know about that; he may think &0 little of our
plack as not o give usersdit for vnoough o mrka the attempt.
Jiminy ! (01 had o square blow at that yellow sconee of his,
woulidu't I show him stars. Do you noties the way be spoaks
to and looks at ud 1y if we wore meaner than degs ?”

G 8crgeant, could yon manage to sprain your aukle at our
next stopping-place? They are going to chiange horses soon,
I overheard one of them say so. If T hive to waijt on yon,
and bathe your dawaged ankle, and all that " ’

I had no chance to finish what I intended maying. The
licutenant at that moment rode up, and kept alougside of us.

On reaching the bottom of the Wil we came ten elearing—
in the centre of which stood a farm-honse. It was a large
log building with two wings, and an open spaes between
them roofed over—one of the wings only having the appear-
ance of a dwelling, the other without nny windaws, anly an
entrance from the open apace between.

We were ordered to dismount ns goon ak we i rididen into
the-enclosure in front of the house. Then, after hitching our
horses to a loug rack, we wers taken through the open pas
#age to another inclosure in the rear, which was several feet
below thie lovel of the ground in front, Totten nl 1 were
walked nlong, wide by side | and, just s we eame to the steps
leading down into the back yord, he stumbled, and fell vio-
lently forward in sn unsticeessful attempt to recover himself.
Two of the Rebs who were striding before ns with their
ritles in hand, turned round on hearing the noise. When
they saw the sergeant serambling in ihe dust they burst out
Innghing, and seemed greatly o enjoy the sight,

JPotten had fallen “with such violence, and so natural, 1
really imagined he had seriously hurt himself, 1 wan sure of
it ‘when, on rafsing him aip, he dropped down again with a
{;rf:’un, erying out, & Cap, I've sprained my ankle darned Lad.

y : :

"The Jieutenant now came up, and roughly inquired the
caure of the rumpus, -~ On geiting satisfied, he orderad us to bo




