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prize so long covetoed, even vilst in flic pssession
of ano 'ther, waîs lxî,ut ta becone lier own, and in-
senslibly hie remneibranice of lier infortuniate and
generous benefactress intruded on ber mind. She
recolleet d tiat slie hai ssisted to array lier for lier
marriage. How brigltly beautiful-how radiant
witi love an1d hiiope, she looked that evenling wien
St. Amande id lier to tlie altar. A panvg of re-
ms rse pliereed the soul of flic supplanter of lier
r'ighs, as she reflected that tle hert tliat liad
0hnii heo:ten so tumultuously, beat no longer; but
was cold ani pulseless, and hsuslhed for ever-nd
tlat lier fidie lips liad addied tlieir cruel weight
to ihe calumiiies tlat had consigied her to an
early and unhai:llowedi grave. Shse thiought, too, of
that tiume vhen Donna Victoria Toledo had singled
ber, a loor and penniless orphsan, fron the world,
an i lid preferred lier conipany to those of lier owni
Ligh born and noble mates. She recalled the
num eu- instances of ber generous friendsliip,
and sigied as she retraced those early days wlen
she vas mud of the noble lady's notice, and
grateful for lier attacliment. Ah! little did she
thinsk that the time would ever corne, when she
would join to destroy and stab that trusting bosom.
So littr were lier feelings, thlat in these moments
of remorse she half determined to reject flic land
of St. Amande, and avow lier guilt; but at that
nustant sle lieard the voice of him she loved, and
lier uid atieetion prevailed over lier repentance,
as tle deadly upas trece is said to poison and
wvitie-r every lerb and flower fliat springs in its
vieinitv. lie caine to lead lier to the chapel; and
slie renenbered lier sin no more.

The clhiapet was splendidly illuminated and
decorated ; ie wealth of mnny a pluidered sirine
aorne tlie altar, and the sacred walls were hung
withs trophies faken from tie Spaniards. Carved
and gýided altar screens, images of saints, and
Scrilîiuural paintings, suits of armour and flags and
ens ns of various nations, were strangely blended
anîd intermingled in a place dedicated to the wor-
ship of the Supreme RuIer of the universe. Tlie
altar was brilliantly lighted up and crowned with
flOwers, andl the jasper colunins that supported it,
were enwreathed with garlands of the most varied
m1es the western isles could offer; and above the

gorgeous painted windows, floated in full and
ample drapery the flag of a Spanisli frigate St.
Aiande had captured under the very guns of
Porto Belo; 'and its massy folds were so arranged
as to full on either side the pillars without in-
jurimsg the cffect of the altar piece, or impeding
tIe light.
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party, they entered flie chapel. Love shîone in
the eyes of fli fair Alhneria; but no answering
expression of gladnxess coull be traced in the
downeast ones of lier lord. Did ftc remnenbrance
of lier who laii tiere received lhis pliglited vows,
intrude upon hiii mind i Did lier image rise before
his mental vision, lovely as1 when fshe forsook the
spilendours of ber father's court, to share his heart
and rude islandi home i Ahneria marked, with
secret iniluietude, iis melancholy and abstracted
mien; and Hector Montbelliard observed it too,
thougli with very difrerent feelings.

The priest comniencud the sacred rite, and St.
Amande began to utter in a finn tone the vow of
lasting love and fidelity, wben lis voice suddenly
died away in imperfect murmurs, hi stately
figure trembled with violent emotion, and lie
turned his glaring eyeballs withà a wild expression
of horror towards one side of the altar. All pre-
sent followed flic direction of liij glance, and be-
held the well known form of the Spanish lady
leaning against one of the pillars that supported
the altar, and holding up lier wedding ring to the
view of the bridegroon.

The shriek of the bride was echoed by the fer-
riiied females, and was followed by a deep sigh
from tie sipectre, and a still deeper groins fromn
St. Amande. Once the apparition unclosed its
lips, as if it was about to reveal the cause of its
inquietude and perturbed wanduîerings, when
another cry bioke froi flic guilty and terror
stricken Almneria, as sle sank on the pavement in
convulsive fits; and in flic confusion that followed,
the spirit vansislied.

Twice the miserable and guilty bride essayed
to speak, and twice her accents were choked by
the spasis that writlied lier frarne, and distorted
lier features out of the very form of hunianity.
Once sli gasped out the name of Victoria Toledo,
and St. Amande bent to catch the meaning of lier
words; but a glance froma the powerful eye of
Montbelliard, rivetted lier attention as the serpent
is said to fascinate the senses of its victims before
it springs upon them; and she shrouded her
face in the bosom of the pirate chief, and im-
patiently motioned to liim to Icave the chapel.
He paid no regard to ler signs, and lier impatience
of his presence increased the convulsions that
threatened to annihilate her frame. She lost the
power of speech; and the ashy hue of lier con-
plexion, and ghastly fixture of her eyes, contrasted
fearfully.with her splendid diamonds and bridal
attire.

The priest hastened ta administer extreme
unction to the expiring and agonized bride; but
ber glazing eyes and distorted features betrayed


