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Special to Subscribers.

Any Sabscriber sending ue, dunng the
month of January, the name of & Now Sub-
seribor, with the remittance, $2.00 for the
year (his own subsoription not bsing in ar-
rear 1) will receive a copy of the ** Fresbyterian
Year Book” for 1677, * Secadvertisoment of
same on seventh page of this paper,” The
new subscriber will likewise be sent a copy of
the ** Presbyterian Year Buok,” Wearemaking
this offor with & viow to imcreasing our list
of prepayine Subscribers. and teust to hear
from many in all parts of the country.

THE QUESTION OF HOLINESS.

A Conforence of Ohristians who profess to
bave attainod ulsolute holiness of life avd
character, was lately held in the vicinity of
New York. Inno other country in the
world that we kurw of, conld thers besuoh a
gathering of perfect men nud women., Pos-
albly it is the pecnlivrity of the United
Stater, eoparating it from all other countries
in this particular, that there the followers
of Christ are found witbout flaw, or mar, or
blot. At all events we do uwot hoar muoch
of theso perfeotionists on this side of the
St. Lawrence, and we would bs inolined as
a rale to give all such & pretty wide berth
wore they sfilioting us with their precence.
Nor are we aware that as yot thoy have made
much headway in England or the Emer.
ald Tole. As for Sootland, if anyabsolately
perfect Christians ever existed on that fav-
ored portion of tho Empire ithey must
either bave beon tossed into some conven-
ient loch or river, or deeming themselves
not welcome they must bave taken pin.
ions to themsslves aud flown upwards to
their natural element. It remains fur the
United States, which gives welcome and
shelter to all olaeses of mev, from Brigham
Young to the big Boss of Ludlow sireot
grol, to have as a bright contrast to the
roughs and rogues who thus invited come
under the stars and stripes a eelect society
of men and women who Lave reached the
highest point of earotified lives. Brother
Inskip is a good specimen, fat, rolund,
sleek and comfortable. Ho is chief
smongst the happy throng, if with the the-
ory of perfection we oan sappose any other
condition possible than tho absolnte parity
of its members, of whish we boast as a
distinguishing Presbyterian principle. Sor-
rounded by angels in pefticoats, Brother
Inekip has no need of heaven 8s a factor
in his theology. He is perfectly at home
woers he is.  What better could he
have than to be solf-praised, rud at the
same time to bo regarded as a paragon of
excellence by all the old women who act
the part of his satellites. What a heavanly
group these singing, leaping, frantic Metho,
dists make up. It iz valnablo as giving one
an insight into the futare. Bat it is equally
well adapted for a first-class comic enter-
tainment.

Sericusly speaking, it sbceks onr con.
gcience to henr of these people speaking of
baving attained hohness, and ciling as
proof that they have give ap the use of to.
bacco, that they have no luuger s liking for
whiskey and beer, and that their eyes and
enrs are no longer distruoted by earthly
sights and sonndz, Woe stowid like to look
into the iearls of theso porfuct poople, and
880 whother there is not in them s meon-
agerie of untamed bessta—of thonguts
that are unprofitable—af deviras that are
suntrary to the miand and spint of God.

Tais conferenca is & qors of mautnal

sdusration  rocisty. If avy of cur
yenders fedd qualified for admiesion
inte  their ranks we  wul be

happy to faruish them with the addross of
ihe rennwned Apostle of Hohiness. But we
trust that our readers 10 ovimmon with our.
gelves will rather vrefer to look into the
mirror of God's word and ses for them-
relvos what they are in the pressnce of
Divine holinezs and goodacta. Xtis along
and diffienlt journey to the summit of
the M.unt of Sanoiification, and i
will be well with as if wo can
say with the Apostle at the olose
of our straggles: “ T havo fought the good
Sight, I bave finished my cuunrse, I have
) YR TR 'S

THE WEEK OF PRAYER.

Following the holiday wensran of Obrist-
max and New Yoar's duy, we huave the week
of prayer.  This year it will ko rally the
scsoud week of Jaunuary cmbraclog the
period Letweon the seventh aud fourleenth
of thenionth. Tt was with the ovangelioal
alliansa thas the iden of the weok of prayer
originated. 1tis by the appointment of
tlie Alliance that itis now observed. Indud
the week of prayer ia quite an iustitution
with all Evangelieal churokes and in all
lands. There is signifioance in the first
weck of January being ret apart for such
an objeot, though wo bardly think that
this is to be reckoned other than a mere
coinoidence. It might have bernapy week
in tho year, #o far as Protestant feolings
and notlons 86 convernvd. But the tirst
week of January Is surely not without de-
sign, copsidcrivg tho valne of a sot time
for peniteutial prayor, aftexr & poriod of Lap-
py onjoyment, suck ag that embraced by the
Obristmas holidays, Evon the bost of men
are apt to be carried away with the provail.
ing oustomn. Alwost all have boen more
or less yielding to tho impulss to enjoy
themselves heattily, and with our strungely
mixed lifo of joy and sorrow, of hope and
foar, of dopression and elovation, it is al.
most necessary for our well boing to have a
period of solemu prayor following & time
of unusual excitement and merrimment.
Not that we would put a timo eof ponitence
and prayer against s pericd of relaxation
and mirth—the one so to speak to atonoe for
the other, wounld wo encovrage the idea of
the week of pragor. Bul with our human
weaknesses, such a season following that of
unwonted mirth may be osteemed as con-
ducing to the vory best interests of Ohrist.
isee,

Iiis corlainly iateresting to rognrd the
week as somowbat typical ¢f the Allianco,
from which it derives its origin, The Wesk
of Prayer is obsorved throughou! tho world,
because the Evangolioal Alliance ciroum.
sorbes the globo. Wero the appointment
mado by any other sooicty, or orgauization,
it would necessarily be localin its observ-
avceand influence. But stamped with the
authorily of the Alliance, it necessarily be-
comes & maiter of a world.wide intorest.
It is almost inspiring fo realizo what the
Week of Peayer accomplishes. Daring one
and the tame period oftims, the hearts of
Christians in every part of the world are
going forth in eimiliar oxpressions
to their God. A wave of religious
feeling necessarily follows, whioh oar-
ries in ils bosom blessings to every
part of the world. Thivk of the
Christians of Great Britain, of France and
Germany, ayo of Russia and Turkey, the
Christians who are seattered throughout
the vast continents of Asia and Afriea, the
Christiane whe dwell on the Islands of the
soas, of the followers of Christ throughout
the length and breadth of the Americau
Continent—think of sll this vast multi.
tude lifting up their voices and their hearts

o God Almighty, in praise, and in oon.
fession. Wondrous sight it must be to the
Heavenly beings who gaze with deepsat
intorest into the affairs of our world. And
what & mighty reflex iofluence it
musk have upon the  churohes,
upon families, and upon all the benevolont
and educational institutiona of the world.
We believe a reviving work begine in
many & bome and congregation during the
week of prayer, not simply bocanse they
themselves bow before the Throne, but be-
causo they ars actually experieccing the
blesged influences of the prayors of Chris.
tian brethren thromghout the world. In
this aspeot ceriainly if in no other, the
Week of Prayer is of vast benefit to Chris.
fians on every part of the earth,

In another aspect the week of Prayer is
of the deopest interest to reflective men. It
is a time when all the ohurches harmoni
ously blend fogether, and by thoir united
praying attitude give monning to the
prayer of their Common Lord, that they
mey be alk one before Himy. Whilo congra.
gations will wisely seize the blessing and
opportunity whick come with the Week of
Prayer, and provide special meetings for
prayor amougst their mombora and frionds,
in almost every city and town there will bo
unioz mestings of all the Christian brethren,
Mothodists and Episcopalinus, Congrega-
tionalists and Presbyleriuns, Baptists and
the brethren of all the swmaller churohes
lying outside tho palo of thoss, will be
found in the same meotings, and taking

part in the eame exoroises of worship and
instruction. It will thus bo sson that there
is no difference botwoen any of these sects,
but that though of diffsrant nam and con-
stitntion, they are one in tho Lord, and ero
carrying on a great enterprise, in which
they are all equally interested.

It will give us much ploasure to hosr of
tho Week of Prayer boing woll obsersed in
this ¢ity, and throwghont the country. Wo
expect to hear of God's blessing rosting
upon the churches—~nand as in past years
wo bhave iraced many goodly influonces ag
flowing from the Week of Prayor, and
making themuelves folt throughont all the
yesar, we laok forward with confidence and
Joy to hear of tho prayers offersd by God's
people during ths Week of Prayer being
followed by tho richest answors—in the
conversion of sinners, aud the building up
of believers, and gonerzlly in the advancs.
ment of the Redecomer’s Kingdom through-
out the garth,

DEFEOTS IN GIVING.

Ina preceding articlo wo onumerated
threo defects in giving for the Lord's canss
oa tle part of peofsssedly Christian peuple,
viz., thu comparatively smsll nnmber who
give at all, the giving of tho sawe xmonnt
yeut after yesr by roany, notwithstandiog
thoir morensed ability to contribute, and
the eupporting of the misslonary schemes
of utker vhurches ta the fujary of our own
ohureh's work. We procsed to notios
other dufeots in relatiou tu this subjeat.
How fow of our wealthy people in Cabnda
give large amus for tho advancement of
Christ's oause! 1In the ncighboaring
republio a8 well &a in the mother lands, wo
read frequently of princely gifts for choreh
purposer. Hero a ohair ia endowed In
rome Theological Hall, thero a college
building is erected, while in another placo
a cheque for ten or twenty thousand dol-
Inrs I5 handed ovor to the treasurer of
some nocdy misgion schems.

It is true that owing fo the oircnm-
stanoes of our sountry the number of nur
nterchauts and others having great sur-
plos wealth ig limited, yot there aro in our
land, and in the sommunjon of onr own
ohinvoli, not n fow to whom God has given
the ability to dovize liberal things if they
only had tho will, aud yet alag! how fow
have the willl When receutly the offer
was made by a generous elder to contri.
bute $1,000, provided nine others would
give n similar sum, 4o wipo off the Home
Mission debt, thore was not even oue, g0
far 88 wo liave heard, to come forward
apod accopt the offor; and yet we ctnnot
doubt that many could have done so, and
that withont perceptibly, feeling them-
solves poorer at tho end of the year.
Liboral gifts are not withheld because of
any lack of deserving and needy objeols
conneoted with the church on whioh to
bestow them, Therois not ome of our
schemes but is struggling to mako ocuds
meat., YWho will be the firat fo endow a
chair in Knox, or Queen's, or Monireal
College? 'Who will gencrously open his
purse, and ereol the needed wing to Mon-
troal QOollege building? Who will hand
ovor his 820,000 to pnt our Home Mission
Fand on a sound fooling, or come to the
rescue of our French Board and wipe off
its heavy liabilities 7 Who will set the
example, and place in the treasury of our
Foreign Mission a sum eufficient to support
the muoh-needed third missionary in For-
mosk? On every hand there is urgent,
prossing need of liberal gifts. We know
no better investment for surplus ecapital
than in any one of the objects above speoi-
fied, and we trast that our wealthy mem-
bers will without delay wipe off the stain
resling upon them in relation to this sub-.
joot, never forgetiiog that * giving is one of
the grandest meane connacted with the
prooess of carrying forward the sanotifica-
tion of the soul.”

Another dofest in giving arises from
errongous views as to the proportion the
Lord requirce of ne. We have mot, for
instance, persons who believed it to be
their duty o contribute a tenth yearly to
the Lord’s oauss ; but who, when question-
e, were fonad to enleriain the idea that it
was a tonth of their olear profits after de-
ducting the expenses of living, And we
have heard of & farmer wko deoclined to
contribute for a year or iwo to any churen
sohewe, on tho ground that he had pur.
chased another 100 acres of land on which
there remained a mortgage unpaid. Pre.
vious to this purchase ho owned, free from
inonmbranos, some 300 or 400 acres, and
{ill he had released the mortgage on the
last purchaso he was in debt, and could
not contribute for the Lord’s work because
ke ¢ must bo just before ke was generons,”
And yet this man (and he is the reprecen.
tativo of & numerous class) was an office-
bonrerin a Christian Churoh. Need we
82y thal no Christian man under such
circumstances, has a right to buy a farm
till first of all he has laid nside for the
Lord a duc proportion of his means, Nay,
we go furthor and avow it as our opinion
that no Christian merchant has s right to
invest the ontiro profits of a yoar's trade
in oxtendivg his business, till he has
deliborately sob apart a fair proportion for
the furthorance of Christ's canso and king.
dom. Would that the day might soon
arrive when overy professedly Ohristian
man will act on the principle, if he do not
wrile the motbv on the fly leaf of his
ledzor—" At least ono-tenth of all prafits
is tho Lord's.”

Thcre aro many othor dofests in giving
that might be named, such as the ques.
tionabls means employed in cortain cases
to raiss money for Chrigtian work, etoc.,
ete; but for the present we leave thess
untouched, and close by noticing asa
sorious dofect the lack of due disorimina-
tion on the par! of some in the apportion.
mont of riches.

Thoro are many channels $hrough whiel.
vne’s liberality may flow, all in themsslves
quite legitimate and proper, and yet it is
of the ulmoat importance-in dispensing
the Lord's money that we seck to do it in
the moat advantageoos manner,—in the
manner that shall myt redound to His

glory and the furtherance of His ocause.

Itfazight to vislt A sick neifghhonr nnd
pray with him, but what would be thought
~fthe man whe habitoally negleoted bLis
olosel and Liz own family sltar, to spend
ull his time in praying with nelghhonrs ?
8o, though it by a platn duty to contribute
o vertaln propoction of our surplus mesas
for sorae one coharek goheme, it by no
weaps follows that we would be doing our
duty to give ol towards i, and leave
otherr egaally or more needy to sutfer
thereby. We nre acqualnted with one
institution, o lberally ondowed by ita
founder, that a sufSclent number of the
olass designeqd to be bencfited does not
exiet In the distriol, and & larga portion of
woney hasbeon equandersd, And recently
we heard of another gentleman donating o
considerablo snm of monoy to do what the
Loosl Legislaturo should undertake, siz.:
to ereot a costly buildiug for au afilioted
class—oomparatively fow in nombor—
while many far more deserving oharitatle
institutions, not to spenk of ohurch sohomes,
pining and aufforing for want of support,
wore passed by with a ¢rifling sum. So
in ionumerable instances. Every.day
Ohristian men manifest in their gifts a Inck
of disorimivation, a want of gcod, strong,
common sened, and thus too often the
Lord’s money is not expended iu the most
profilable way. A seclous responsibility
rests upon thoso to whom wenlth has beon
given as to ita right uso. Every appeal
for help, by whomsosver made, should by
no means be responded tfo. Great oave
and diserimination sbould be exersised. In
tho oass, howovor, of our oollegos and
mission sohomes, the approval of the As.
gowbl~ and the commendation of its
Boards and Committces, shonld have great
woight with the mombers and adborents of
our own churob, and a hearty liberal re-
spovse be given to all the various depart-
monts of work in which the churoh is
engaged. Even here, however, discrimi.
nation is also necessary s to the relative
amonnts to be given to the soveral sohemes
according to their necoscitics. Intelligent
systomatio giving from Ohristian principle
will, we aro agsured, injure no one of the
chuarok's sehomes, but result boneficially in
the oase of all.

To lead to this, and thns remedy the
sevoral dofects we have enumerated, we
should like fo see & standing committee on
Systematic Benevolence, appointed by the
Genoeral Asserably, as was the oase form-
orly in at least one of the branches of the
churoh. Such a committee, by the oir-
oulation of tracts and other literature bear.
ing upou the subject, {would do much, not
only to largely increase the revenus of our
schemeos and the stipend of our ministers,
but also to give onr people correot views of
giving as an aot of worship and a means
of grace.

Above all, how much even in this
connection do we need s fresh baplism
of the Holy Spirit ? Had we bul this,
how scon wonld the Lord's treasury be
filled to the brim? Overflowing grace
wonld assuredly produce overflowing liber-
alily, and onr people wonld give not
gradgingly, but of a willing mind.

Dr. OaxpBELL, Principal of Aberdeen
University, has died a* his residence, 011
Aberdeen. He was appointed Prineipal in
1855, and previcusly was Professor of
Greek.

THE vestry of the Anglican Cathodral of
Quebee, in view of the large and inereas.
ing taxation of the city, recently recolved
that they were prepared to pay their fal]
share of {axes on that property, provided
the properly of all other religious corpor.
ations was likewise taxed. Romanisis
there, ioweover, oven more than hore, pre-
for to be holped by, xather than to help,
the state.

THE N. Y. Christtan Weekly of a recont
date says:—'The reports of miesion ro-
oieties for 1874-5 rhow that the Congrega-
tionalists gave $2.42 a member, the
Canads Methodista 81.80, the Presby-
torians $1.25, the Episcopalians $1.22, and
the Mothodists 42 cente a wmember. The
Cliristian Advocate quoting these fizures
pertinently says thut they signify ¢ that we
must sither give more or talk less.'”

Mzssrs, W. Mowar & Sox, bankers of
Btratford, offer to find investmert for
money on morigage at eight per cent. on
imaproved farms in their vicinity, which is
one of tho boet agricaltural distriots of On-
tario. Asanew foatars the interest will
be paid by bank draft on the first of Janu-
ary and July, Tieunquestioned standing
of this long esiablished banking-house, the
high charaoter of Messrs. Mowat, and their
facilities for favorably plasing loans, are
gaaraniees thal financial transastions en.
trusted fo their care will have prompt
aud careful attention.
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A NEwW Mothodist chureh in Stockholm,
Swedon, erected by the self-denial of ite
membere, many of whom deniad thom-
velves new coats and new gowns for the
purpoee, was dedicated by Bish- p Andrews
1n October, and is already {00 + cait for the
crowds who come to hear the Giospel.

Winisters and Shueches,

{Wa arzently sagictt froas t’reebytery Clorks and
our remders kenv,ally, iteoss for thig darnﬂmont
of our paper, 8o ng 10 Jouke it » gonoral apitonge
of 811 Jocal ohnroh usw. )

81, Axbrey Urenon, Lindsay, has ar- 3
rangad for a very atiractive programmoe for
the 7ih, 8th, and «th of Jaunary. Rev.
Prof. McLaven, of Kuox College, will offi-
olate on Babbath 7th, snd dsliver one of
bis popnlar leotures on Mondsy evening
following ; and Tre-day .vening, 0th, the
Snbbath Bohool anmversary will be held,
Our Lindsay frionds will have a rioh treat
in Prof. MoLaren's !ecgure.

Rev, 8. Quarrle, who has been for ths
pagt two yeara fn chsrge of tho Dreshyferian
congrogation at Napier, has acoepted a oall
from Kedy, Peabody aud Desbore', iu Owen
Bonud Piesbytory; ata salary of $700, along
with manse and glebe. Mr. Carcio pronch.
ed his farewell sormon en the fixst Sunday
faJannary. Mr. Fergnson, of Alvinsion,
was appointed to preach the Napier chureh
vacant on the 14th prox.

TrE young congregation at Hydo Park,
near London, though unly organizod a little
over & yoar, has built a heauntiful little
brick chwich, finished it handsomely
and paid for it all bat the sum of thres
hundred dollars, which will also ho paid
during the ourront year. This is for the
most part the regult of the labours in formor
years of the London ministors, espeoially
the Revs, Johu Scott and D.. Prondfoot.
The future of this congregation is very
promising.

0x Monday ovening, the young people of
Thedford, ealled at the residonoe of their
pastor, tho Rev. H. Ouarrio, B.A., whon Mr,
Ryav on behalf of the poople, read a very
kind and flattorlug” rddress, and ended by,
precsing upon the rev. gentloman the ac.
ceplance of a costly carpet, acoompanied
by n beautifal silver cake-basket for his
sister. Previons to this a valuable buffale
robe was given to him from anothor portion
of the cengregation, which is sufficient to
show the high estimation in whioh Mr.
Carrieis held in thi~ vicinity. The rev.
gentleman repliod in & feeling and appro.
priate manner, aud thauked them not only
for this favor, but for many other aots of
courtesy and kindness shown to him dar-
ing his shiort stay among them, After a
vory plersant social evening the company
soparated.—Cox,

THE social gathering in the Presbyterian
Church, at Norwood, on Chrisgtmas evening,
was & decided success. Ths building was
crowded to the doors, and a perfeot sea of
happy faces greeted the performers. The
church was tastefully decorated with ever-
greens, and on il wall over the pulpit was
& large scroll with the Presbyterian motto,
“nec tamen consumebatur,” and under-
neath this an elegant crown, symbol of
loyalty and martyrdom, surrounded with
evergreend, The prineipsl foature of the
entertainment was the rendering by the
school, of a Christmas concert oxeroive,
The responsive reading of the soholurs was
admirable, and the singipg enthusiastis.
Perhaps the finest pieco of the exercise was
the exquisite song, # Wonderful Night,”
sung by Misses Kempt and Raddon. The
rest of the ovening was spent in sppropriste
songs, carols, and recitations by the Sunday
school scholars, and the diecharge of Obrist-
mag greetings, during the frequent inter-
Indes. Ofthe whole programme we may
say this, that all did well, but that the
smallor the performer, the more appresia.
tivo did the audience soem.—Cox.

Tar Presbytorian Churoh in Fonelon,
after boing enlarged, was re-oponed for di-
vino servico on Sabbath the 17th of De-
cembor.  Able discourses were delivered by
the Rev. A. McKay, M.A, of Eldon, and
the pastor of the congregation, Rav, D. Me.
Donald, the former conducting the Eng-
lish servioes, and proaching from et Tim.
v. 17, the latter following in Gaolic, taking
a8 the ba i3 of his romarks ¢ Christ’s in-
terciew with the Samaritan woman.” The
church was crowded to its utmost capacily’
sud the large shed jast erected. though
over four hundred foof long, was found to
be too emsll that day. Deep onrnestness
avd solomnity pervaded the whols assom-
bly. Tho soiree held the following even.
ing was prononnesd & deoded success by
overy on- pregont. Ficancially 5103 was
reahizod olear of all expeunsea. The ocon-
grogation has only beon in an organized
condition with a pastor of itx own for the
Iast six months, but jndging the fature
from the presont it is destined andor God's
bloasing, ore long, to rank among the larg-
est aud most influentinl raval ohiarges in
conneotion with the Presbyterirn Gharoh.

TaE new church at Bracebridge brought
to its prasent siate of completion during
the past season, was formslly opened for
public worship on Sabbath the 17th inat,
Very sppropriate discourses wore preach.
od morning and evening to large and at-
tentive andiences by the Rev. J. L. Mur-
ray, of Woodville, and in the afierncon by
tke Rev. G. M. Brown, of ths 0. M. Chureh.
On the ovening following the usual tea.
meeting was held, tho chair being oeoupi-
ed by the Hon. J. MoMurrich, of Torenio,
who discharged tho duties of the position




