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iigliteousness. 'An as tbey were stili a

flali and blood probably we do them no0
injustice, when we suppose thnt tliey miglitf
experience sorne personal satisfaction, not t
to say pride, whea thiey thouglit that God
liad lionored them, the one to ho the mother<
of the Messiali's harbinger, and the other
of the Mfssiah himsclf. And very niatural

is it for us, if flot to envy these highly8
favored woînen, at least to regard tliem as t
more highly honored, and blessod than nny
ether mothers in Israel. But as if to show
us that there is no pure and unmingled
happiness here, and tînt higi lionor and
distinction often expose those, wlio are pos-
âessed of ihem, to great suffening and sor-
row, these women were both exposed to
the most exquisite sorrow, in connexion
with their most lionored and beloved sons.
We know littie of Elizabeths eanly trials, in
oonnection witli John the Baptist; but how
intense must have been lier sufl'ering, if she
!ived to see him imipnisoned, and hear of
bis bloody death by order of a cruel tyrant.
And as te the virgin, liowever great lier
joy in that glonious child, yet how great
must have been lier anxiety in regard te
him, duaring the dangers te which biscdlild-
liood and iufaucy were exposed; and well
miay we be assured, that the sword spoken
of by Simneon, pierced througi lier heant,
when alie saw him suspended on the ac
eursed tree. And O brethren, let us learn
not to attach undue importance to a more
rnatural connexion with the Saviour him-
sel£ Wheii lie was told thitt bis mother
and brethren were without, seeking hbn,
lie ansivered themà saying, IlWhbo is ity

iriothier, or mybroehrin?" Andhelooked
round about, we are told, on thema who sat
:t>out hirri, a nd said-" 1Bchold my mother
arvd my brethren! for whosoever shall do
the will of God, the saie iî uly brother,
;t1id My sister, and mother."

WhiLst wve respect nnd lionor tlie
»e ofo the virini, as one of thc holicst

nd the most highly favored of wonefle'
LS ake care not to idolize it; and 1è8lo
'rom tl~e words of the Saviour hiiii51ý
hat a mère fieshly relationship tohim is o

ittie value, in cemparison with a spiritU8'
tonnexion with him. Let us rejoice ifltý
issurance that ail may attain that,9pirit1U2
elationship to, the Saviour, who really Cl'

lire, and seek earnestly and perseveringly
;o obtain it. And then iu virtue of thWf
inion with the Saviour, all thingp. will be

,heirs, the purest and miost exalted liapP>
ness on earth, and afterwards the fuhieO
of joy, which is in God's presence, and thO
pleasures whicli are at his right haad, for
ever more.

A Thoughtless Sailor.

A Sailor once paid a visit to St. Pau 1

in London. Whilst carelessly pasbiflg
along the isie, lie heard the ofllciatiflg
minister utter the words, fray withoWL

ceasing. Thiey made no impression on I'iO
mind. One fine evening, many yearsof
terwards wlien at sea, as lie was walkixig
on dock, suddenly the words darted intO
bis mind, ' Pray without ceasing.' ' Pray
without ceasing! what cau these words
ho V exc!aimed lie. I ithiuik I have hearil
them beforie, where could it- be?' ' Oh 1
it was at St. Paul's. in Lonîdon, the imii-
ter read thein froin Lle Bible. What!
and do the Seripturés say, ' Pray without
ceasingV Oh, wbat a wretch I must be,
to have lived so long without praying t'
al! ' God who lad first deposited this
Seripture in lits ear, now caused iL WO
spring Up in a way andI at a turne, and witb,
a power, peculiarly His own. The sailor
feit conviction seize on his conscience. lio
began to, pray, but praying wus not +~
,Oh,' said he, ' that I had a Bible, oir
soine good book?' He ran to bis chest,
and at one corner, found a Bible, wbicli
his, poor old mother lad, twcntv years b&
fore, rut among bis clothes, "ud 'whiceh,
tili niow, lie h:'i eyer opened. H1e elib-
braced it, clýasped, iL to bis heart, rea-Vl
wept, praved, believed, and becanie a 'niew
111,11' iii Christ Jesu.s bis licdeewcr.
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