THE CANADA PRE3SBYTERIAN CHURCH. 359

Every encourngment is given by Mr, lisbet to the Indians to settle in the
neighbourbinod of the Mission and engage in farming, nnd the prospects ars that
during the present season & gondly number will make experimant of a <ettled
mode of life, This will bring them babitually under the influence «f the Mission,
and remove the great bartier to missionary success presented by the wandering
life and unsettled habits of the Indian trmbes. TUntil this i accomplished. and
even afterwards, it will be very desirable thit weans should be piovided to
enable the Mission to board and educate Indian clildien fiom a distance. It is
estimnted that by making their lubour availuble cn the facn, ond practising the
strictest economy, one Indian child can be trained at the Mission for the sum of
fifty dollars per annum. Your Committee believe that if the attention of Sab-
bath R hools were directed to this department of missionary exertion, it would
have the happiest results, both to those who give, and to thuse who receive the
benefit.

Durirg the past yenr Mr. Nistiet hag ueually paid a monthly vigit to Fort Cail.
ton, and has held serviee among the Indians in the neighboui houd, and also amung
the H. B. Co., servants at that post.

In his mission work Rev. Mr. Nisbet has been ably assisted by Mr. John Me.
Kay, who acts as interpreter, and takes a gencial superintendence of the furming
and building operations of the Mission. During the year Mr. Nisbet baptized
twelve persons.  Three of these were adult Indinns: six were Iudian ehldren,
and the remaiunder children of the officers and servants of the H. B. Co.

The Hon. H. B. Co. bas very liberally granted the sum of £25 sig., annuallr,
towards the support of the Mission ut Prince Albert. We hail this act as, at
once, an expression of the interest -1t by the Co, in the welfare of the ahorigines,
and a token of confidence in the Mission, The presence of your missionary, the
Rev. James Nisbet, in the Syned renders furtlier details unnecessary, as he wil
be able, personally to supply the Synod with full in‘ormativn respecting the
Mission.

After the expressior of opinion given at last Synod, your Cemmittee did not
feel warranted in taking immedinte steps to break grouud in auy other portion of
the heathen world, But fully alive to the importunce of preparing the way for
such an advauvcement the eniliest mensent practicable.  Your Comumittee instructed
their Convener to meet with the students of Knux College and addreas them on
the subject of Foreign Missions. This duty was discharged by the Coanvener,
and it is hoped, not without some resulting guod. One promisirg young mauv bas
since intimated his intention of devoting liimself to the work of Furvigu Mussions
when his studies are completed, and othics are Lelieved to be giving the subject
serious consideration.

Should the Synod see its way to enter on another heathen mission speedily, a
reconsideratlon of the field may be desirable. While the fact that by entering on
the work in the New Hebrides, we would be co-operating with our brethren of
the Preabyterian Church of the Lower Proviuces, strongly cummends that field to
us, your Committee think that it may be well worthy of cunsideraion whether,
on the whole, it would not be wiser to commence in some of the great centres of
poptlation. The attention of ycur Committee, and of many in the Cburch, has
been turned towards China, where there ate districts with & population of more
than two hundred millions, which seem, st the present juncture, peculiarly open
to Evangelistic effurt, and have never yet been occupied by Protestant mussions,
Your Committee would suggest that the field of any additivnal wission to the
heathen should be left an open question, and that the roreign Mission Committee
be inustructed to make such inquiries as may guide them in mahing a recommen-
dation to next Synod.

Your Coramittee would, however, beg to call the special attentlon of the Synod
to the receipts and disbursementa for Foreigu Missiuns during the year,

Balance on hand at the beginning of the year v.cveevesenssn.qe..84,809.16

Received dwing the year, as against $4,800.50, lust year ......... 4,841.18

Expenditure during the year ...aveerisniiaiiinncscennace.as 5,790.25

Balance o8 band.ccisveseresisosisotscstonricsccesrcnsnsenss 3,360.29



