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rnents of the parotid, siiïbmazx illary and cervical
glands, these have flot only becorne reducedi bu,.
the gencrai eczematous condition lias steadily im-
proved.:

Ringer remarks that, %'In heailh nutritive plas-
ma es capes fromn the bloodI-vessels into the adjacent
tissues and is aftcrwards absorbed b)y the lymphia-
tics andi p0ssibly by the bloocl-vessels. Thus trans-
fusion and absorption couinterbalance eachi other."
B3ut if the balance bc disturbedl thie parench'mai,. tou s
tissue must become engorged citlier by excessive
transfusion or deficient absorption. Whiere appar-
ently the processes of nutrition are in the full
vîgor of activity, it appears thiat deficient absorp-
tion, must be the cause of serous infiltration. This
rnay be due probably to nervous obstructiol alone,
but certainly, according to certain experiments on
dogs, throughi an affection of the nervous systein.
Thus it bas been fouind that thie division of the nerves
within thie spinal canal (before the vascular nerves
join themi) does not l)roduce dropsy, but inasmnuchi
as cutting the sciatic l)lexub produces dropsy we
mnust conclude that the paraly'.ing influence is due
ro the injurv to the vasa-motor nerves. Assuniing
that irritative hyperSnmias as by the teeth, etc., are

1 )roducecl, then the stasis and nervous engorgement
mean similarly lymphatic engorgemient wvith exu-
dation.

After illustrating the niner in whiich dligitalis
recluces a dropsy, Ringer discusses the mnethod in
wvhîch potassium iodidle l)roi-notes absorp1tion of the
fluid, andl conclucles thiat it does s0 Iargely by stim-
culâting absorption. But inasniucli as its effects if
continued ai'e those of an arterial and cardiac de-

pr-essant, à is rio improbable that its influence in
remioving, obstructions is b)' lessening r rterial p)res-
sure (Stuart). If this line of reasonin. be correct
regarding the influence of potassium lot ide ini pro-
ducing absorption, and shoukl its influence ini this
formi of czema be b)orne out, we shial fee! that in

practice we are aplingii(, it to a set of conditions of
claily occurrences, ancl thiat its use nec-d not be
limiteci to E~. infanile. T[he wvell-knowNv and con-
stant beniefits of iodides in glandul ar enk.zrgemienits
of a scrofulous character, %vil), we take ir- be best
explainable along this line, wvhile its con!st.ant use
in secondary andl iertiary stages of syplilis, in
whichi bubonic and periosteal thickening'; and
gUmmlata ini various structures are reduced, :>2ems9
to connect in anr unusual degree these various evi-

dences of imperfeet e\cretory funictions. \Vc have
it as th-e dlictill of poietsyphilologrists that
fifty per cent. of ail skin cliseases are due to syphilis,
but we imagine that the zargument as derived froni
the use of remiedies is upon theAost hzoc e;g-ûj5roj5kr
Ihoc basis ratier than uponi any ev'en tolerabl'y ac-
curate hereditary history.

If we look closely into the physiological basfs of'
this glanclular and lymphiatic engorgement Nee find.
diat ~'s-itrirritation as a direct causc is very
probable, since in the observations on the effeets of'
drugs on the vaso-motor, as also of direct stiniula-z
tion, the vaso-mrotors which supply the glands
instead of contraction cause dilatation of the ves-
sels ini thein (Brunton>. Similarily in the paralysis of
dentition, a case is recorded by Fleiss (Brunton on
Infantile Paralysis) %vhere the p)ost mortemn appear-
ances (death having occurrcd by accident the
saine day the paralysis set in), shoved no organie;
change in eithier the spinal cord or in the brachial
nervos, but a striking turgescence of the veins of the
shoulder and neck. ]3runton thereafter adds,
"This vascular congestion sceens Io point to vaso-

motor disturbance of a somiewliat similar kind to
that whichi we hiav.e already noticed in occipital
hieaclachie."

The reflex irritation cauised l)y undigested food
in the intestines thereby frorcingÏ th-e blood into
other parts, similarly points to the samne engorge.-
nment of the venous andl lymphiatic: systens a nd to

p)roduction of eczenîa, as also other dermatoses.
It is hardly necessary to staie ini conclusion that
the line of argumtcnt intended to point out the
dominating, influence whicl- engorgement of the
venous and lymphflatic systemns lias in~ the causation
of ecyema wvith the resulting indications as to the
line of treatment, drnes not in an), degree lesseiî
the necessity for eithier local treatnîent, or the stili

getrimpilortance foi renîioving, w'hen possible,
the many causes of vaso-motor irritation.
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-RECOVERY AND SUBSEQUENT
PREGNANCY.

XIV JAMIES P'. '%. ROSS, L. IL. C. P., LONDON, PIIYSICIÂS.% TO
WOMAN'S HIOSPITAL, TRONO.

s A., age 38,. married 16 Yea-rs, 7 labors; fîr.st
d. 172 8as 8S2;first withi instruments 3

niscarriages. I-as pmain lifting, coughing or sneez-

ing; hysterical when first married. Pýain severe on
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