
2' . THE DOMINION 1mnICAL JOURILN&

On the 15th of last July, James W-, in the pletely detaching the placenta waz based; secondly,
emplcyment of the North British Railway Com- the error of supposing that the placenta cau be com-
pay, while endeavouring, by means of an iron pletely-detached by one ortwofingerspassed through
crowbar, to put the brake upon one of two trucks, the os uteri. Let Mr. Richardson ueasure tie.
which were being prepared to run down an incline lengti of bis index finger ; then let him measure
into the goods steamer, unfortunately allowèd the the diameter, or even half the diameter, of a
bar to get between his legs, whereby lie was at once placenta. In placenta pravia it is very common for
thrown down when the trncks get in motion. He the placenta to descend to tihe edge of, and a littie
was 3ifted aside, and I saw him shortly after. He across, the os uteri, whikat the main bulk.rises, per-
lay flat on bis back, rith both limbs fully extend- hsaps, nearly to the fundus. His index finger would
ed. He complained of great pain in the right leg have te reach fire, six, seven, eight, or more inches.
and knee, down to the toes. On examining the It is therefore physically impossible te completely
limb, I found that in front the knee had lost its detach the placenta without passing the hand into
natural shape, there being a depression below the the uterus.

tella, while behindthe head of the tibia could be But it is very possible te practice wha: I recom-
elb. pressing backwrrds in the pepliteal space. nend,-namîely, the detachnient of the placenta

There was no rotation of the legwhatever. Every- fron the cervical zone of the uterus, by one or two
ting .was quite rigid about the joint, and no fingers passed througl the os. This is rhat Mr.
crepitus could be felt. In ordar to effect redue- Richardson did; and bis success ia another teati-
tion. while the thigh and pelvis were kept firu by money te the truths of ny theory of the physiology

assistant, I grasped the leg, and made steady of placenta prSvia, and to the value of the prac-
traction. After pulling for a little writhout redue- tice hased upon that theory, to be added te the
tion being effected, i was induced to flex the imee nany proofs which have been accumuulating from the
alightly, and, in doing so, I was speedily gratified practica of professional brethren in every part of
by seing the head of the tibia glide slowily forwards the globe.
over the condyles of the femur, into position, show- I arm, Sir, your obedient servant,
ingthus very clearly the extent and nature of the RoBERT BAiEs, M.D.
injury. The patient -as afterward s placed in bed, Finsbury-square, June 16th, 1868.-Lancet.
anud the limb maintained at perfect rest. Con-
aiderable ecchymosis occured, as evidenced by great A CAsE oF CASAREAN OPERATION, SUCCESSFUL
awelling and discoloration of the skin on the pos- rTo MOTHr AsI Cnn.-John Taylor, M.D.,
terior part of the joint. The joint itself at first M.R.C.P., London (Lanect), gives the following
remained free fron any effusion ; but subsequently, history of the operation, which was perforned by
then the swelling resulting fromi the bruise began. Mr. Baker Brown, assited by hiiself and other
to subside, a good deal of passire effusion occurred. 'medical men.
By a continuance of rest, aided by friction and a Mrs. H1-, wife of a porter to a confectioner,
bandage, his seon became quite -absorbed, and, by aged 23, at the full period of her first pregnaey.
the 2th of.August, about five weeks after the re- On exarnination per vaginain, the promontnry of
ceipt of the injury, the patient could progress with the sacrum .'as found arching forward to within
the aid of a crutch. Now lie walks, although one inch and a quarter cf the pubes. The os uteri
slightly lame, with perfect freedom, antd without was found hanging ovcr the contracted pelvis-brim
any nechanical assistance. like a nipple. The abdomen, viewed externally,

i showed that the uteris occupied an oblique position,
and the child's head could be felt hianging over theflacenta Praivia. left groin, in the intervals of pain. She was re-

In the lat number of THE LANcET, Mr. Richard- lmoved ta the 4 London Surgical Home," and with
son conmunicatek a case in which Simpson's method the patient's concurrence, the Cesarean operation
wa successful. He decribes the method pursued was perfornmed. A healthy female child, weighing
as follows : "I plugged the vagina, applied a T seven and a half pounds, iwas quickly removed.
bandage, and gave a drachiu of tincture of opium The uteris and abdomen were closed by il-ver
......... Next day the flooding was renewed as soon sutures.
as the plug was removed ; os uteri dilated to the' The whole operation was done in live minutes.
size of a florin. I introduced my hand into the , A low forni of general peritonitis followed, and
vagina, and with index finger passed througi the I until the fourth day vomiting occurred incessautly,
os uteri, I fullydetached the placenta all round when a severe attack of sickness caused one of the
frou the uterine surface. Tie bleeding ceased, and abdominal suatures to give away, which allowed a
the os uteri gradually dilated." ,knuckle of intestine to protrude. The inflammna-

Upon this I beg permission to observe that the tory synptoms ceased fortiwith, and the patient is
"method" pursued was not that of the illustrions now convalescent.
Professer of Edinburgh, but mine. The practice The child is fed on mili and water, and seems
-inculcated by Sir J. Simpson -was (ses " Obstetrie noue the vorse for the novel manner of birth.
-WorNs,"' vol. i., p. 683) "the complete separation
and, if necessary, extr:ction of the placenta before Shaw & lIeap's Quinine Ale.
the child." r aHE MOST DELTGHTFUL AND INVIGORATING

Now, I presune 3r. Richardson does net wisl it J Tonic kino-wn te Science. * Used L>y Medical Practitioners
to be underatood that he " completely separated" in every part of the civilized world. Guarantced to contaia
the placenta by the index finger passed through the in each glasiful One Grain of tihe finest Salphate of Quinine.
os uteri. . In my Lettsomian Lectures on Placenta I Prepared and sol<d by SHAW & HEAP, 3 Adelaide Street
PI4 evia (see Tht LANcET, 1857), I have shewn, fret, East, next deer to Aailrexs & Sons Auction Roois.
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