
ORIGINAL coMMtNCATIONS.

internai arrangen2iLt as well as the greneral nianagemeat of them, difret
in naniv respects from those of sinilar institutions in Britain and Americt
-those remarks may possess sone interest.

While ii Britain, Canada. and elsewhere, TraVATr CnAnrIT erects,
and privateý charity supports Iliose instiiutions which have for their ob-
ject the ilevation of Jised humanity-Lusistore publique forms a
huge and irportant item in Frencli overnmed. Ther ar-, nmncrous
excptions, however, aiid costly edifices are he ru :1i, th re s,,en to rear
tixer heads, beneath w1iuh are colleeted In1ur.n11l 1ng oinuments to
individtual plilanîthropy. These ii..-tutions iionrih-li witli tlie founders;
and, as a general ruile, the latter, dving. begne:th then as a ricli lega-
ex unto their contrv. AH French liospitals, as well at Paris as in the
Provinces, are under the dr:eetion of, are guiIed by, nnd receive atsist-
ance froin, the admnüzj/ration generalc. This is one of the ~wealthiest

and most perfcetly orznni'a corporations in Franoe. With an annual
incone of upwards of half a million, it is placcd hors de besoin, and pre-
pared for any cmergency. This immense income enubles it to support
not ouly general ho(s1itals. but also special ones for almost every disease
and age. Thus it has been scen that the infant may draw the first breath
of life in a hospital-reach extreme old age, and terrninate his existence
there; and during the w1hole course of his chequered and diseased life,
public solicitude watchei over hirn, and ministers to his every comfort.
The administration générale is composed of a Director General, (a go-
vernment appoint ment) a council of inspection, composed of 20 members,
of which only 4 arc plysicians, a gencral secretary,two inspectors, and a
treasurer. Ecli one of the above is charged, in addition to his common
dnties, wth the inspection of certain institutions. The ostensible head
of a hospital, in virtue of hisappointment is a non-professional,or at least
a non-inedical ; the cctuad director, iii virtue of his duties, is a profes-
sîonal. Vherc a perfect understanding and friendly relations exist be-
tween the legal and should bc director, I mean, when the physician as-
sumes all resposibîility, and acts independently of, thoigh apparently in
concert with, the director, the latter, all the time unconscious but that
he is the moving power, every thing goes on smoothly; but when a director
is too keenly alive to the importance of his office, is jealous of his prero-
gative, and seeks for opportunities of exercising it, such as refusing wine
or extras to potpnts wlien ordered, or denying admission to those who
require inimediate care, it is then the' greatest confusion arises, and
the injurions effects of nisplaced power are most apparent. This has
been commented uîpon at great length by the Presse of Paris, and there
is no doubt but the evil will soon be remedied.

It is not left to the discretion of an irdividual to seek admission into


