MINING RECORD

THE MINERAL WEALTH OF THE UNITED STATES

The following from Munsey's Magazine should fur-
nish matter for thought to those who desire to promote
mineral develupment in Nova Scoti

The United States holds first place us # mining and
mineral producing nation, We are preeminent in our
output of four of the great minerals which ure the busis
cf manulactures—coal, iron, copper, and lead In the
production of gold we are cutrunked only by South
Africa, and in that of silver only by Mexico
alone rivals us io petroleru,

Although water-power and wind-power have long
been used as sources of energy for various manufactur-
ing purposes, and though they have been made tar more
available in medern times, largely through the skill of
American inventors, yet the range of their application
is limited, while that obtaincd from coal fits almost all
the needs of the arts. It is mainly on account of its
upplicability to all sorts of conditions that the steam en-
gine has become the great ageot of civilization ; and in
this couniry, practically the whole of the fuel that it con
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The prosperity of peoples is lnrgely determined by
their uccess to coal.  Great as is the dependence ol the
arts upon steam-power, tor the near future, at least it
seems likely to increase ruther than decrease. Excent
80 fur as the mauulacturing of this country cun avai' it-
sell of water-prwer, the development of our tachnical
indusiries seems likely to depend mainly on the distri-
bution of coal sunplies.

We are fortunate indeed to be in po ol
almust unlinited deposits of this vital mineral, lying in
positions which ma it eusy to ming, and readily
cessible to the places where it is naturally demanded

Appalachian coal-field is the largest and richest area
of such deposits known in the world 1t is doubtful if
it is equaled in extent, or io the quality of its product,
by the great fisld in China, which slone can vie with it

There were produced in the United States lust year,
of both bituminous and anthracite coal, 417,176,241 tons,

Notwithstanding the present supremacy of coal, the
energy derived from streams is of vast and ever-increas-
ing value to the people of this country, The United
States is already first a "ong the nations as regards t*e
amount of water-power utilized in industry, It it pro-
bable that, measured i horse-power or by manufact-
ured product, the energy derived from the sireams of
this country is more valuable to man than those of ali
other lands put togoiher. The valuable water-powers
of this country are n the main limited to the region east
o' the Mississippi and south of the St. Lawrence and the
Great Lakes. It is remarkable that this section should
be so well supplied with the two important sources of
encrgy—witer-powers and fossil fuel. Tu these resour-
ces, however, must be added the stores of petroleum
and for burnable rock-guses, which are here contained
in larger qoantity and over a wider field than in any
part of the world.  Such an assemblage of power-giving
condhtions insures to this country very singular indust-
rial advantages,

Next in impo1 tance to these great natural sources of
energy must be ranked the country's stores of iron ore.
These are remarkable in quantity, at least in the eastern
half of the continent, with reference to the fuel required
for the conversion of the ore to the metallic state.

The supplies of iron ore on which the furnaces of
Europe depend are, at many points, approaching ex-
haustion ; and it is probable that civilization’s increasing
demand for iron and steel cannot be met, in the Olo
Wotld, withouta considerable addition to the cost of
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the product.  On the other hand, it is calculated that in
the Uuited States the output might be quadrupled with-
out any considerable increate in cost,

yenr 199 took its place among those cf greater
activity in the production at iwon ore.  About fifty-three
million tons of it were mined—an increase of nearly
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twenty million tons over 1008,
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betore—owing, presumably, to the v
grade ores.

The wvalue of the pig iron produced was
$3370001, 382 hough «

mmon'y reckoned as the bas-
¢st metal, wron, it wiil be seen, is the most precious of
all metallic substances that this country possesses
ext to iron, the most valuible of our under-earth
assets is copper, With the modern extension of the
use of electricity, the demand for t is metalhas increased
enormously, The copper-bearing deposits of the Uuited
Statas are very extensive and extraordinerily rich, con-
taining larger the
Old World,  The production of copper refined from ores
four d in the United States was, last year, 1, cg8 000,000
r the same period the output of Mexico was
urly 126,000,000 pounds and that of Canada 38,000,000
pounds’ whole, the copper-bearing rocks of the
United States, owing tu their great extent and richness,
give promise of affurding mining values second only to
those afforded by the iron ores of the country,

Our production of lead in 1909 exceeded the highest
figure previously on record it amounted to 374,000 tons.
Our production of zinc was The combine
ed valued of these two metals was about five millions
dollars.  Gold and silver, the so-ecalled met-
als—althought as a matter of fuct, they are of less econ-
omic value 1o man, at least in the arts, than
most of those already mentioned —occur plentifully not-
ably in the mountain region of the far west. Although
this field has been for many years, the seat of untiring
search on the part of prospectors, the swift successive
discoveries indicate that its mineral resources are as yet
most impertectly known, The goldot Alaska is aiready
becoming an important factor in the world's supply.
Competent authority does ot deem it unlikely that a
thorough exploration ol = great nothern possession may
double the resoures of our country, as tar as the prec-
ious metals are concerned,

Last year production in gold is estimated to have
been $99,000,000,—a gain of 84,500,000 over our out-
put in 1go8. The two leading States were California
and Colorado, each producing about one-ffth of the to-
tal, while Nevada contributed nearly $15,000,000.
These figures are givea by the Geological survey, which
adds the statement that in the year 1910 the hundred-
million-dollar line is likely to be pasied for the first time.

The same authority states our output of siiver, for
1909 at 53,849,000 ounces—an increase ol 1,400,000
ounces over 1908, Owing to the great decline in the
price of silver, which sold during the year at an average
of fifty-twc cents an ounce, the value of our silver pro-
duct is now much less than formerly,
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One item from Alabama tells of an explosion that kill-
ed 41 men. The next ove tells of u shortage of labor—
says 1,000 men could find employment.  Is it a case of
cause and effect?  We funcy so, to some extent at least.
The accidents have gained such notoriety that tabor
fights shy of the coal mines. Competitive bidding with
other lines of employment is the only way to get more
men. Coal is goiog to cost more and must sell for
more, It is worth more money-—far more money—than
the average price of the past ten yenrs




