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the United States for $1,50 it can surely send coal
as far as Toronto for 8375, The figures given as re-
ceived by the Dominion Coal Co, are in neither case, [
believe, correct, The price given as received for the
Everett coal is a long way out. The Dominion Coal
Co. should have nothing to complain of if it got $2.00
Eer ton for ‘slack’ coal alongside at Everett. The coal
owever that will require to be sent through the lakes,
will not be slack coal as in the case of the Gas Co, nor
run o mine as in that of the Steel Coy, The very best
round will require to be sent as it will come into com-
petition with the certainly solider, and the assumed
superiority of the, American eoals; The Dominion Coal
ompan 7 may be justified in selling its surplus slack
to Everett at'a small profit, and its run o mine to the
steel works at a figure barely covering expenses, but to
say that for these reasons it shonld also send  eoal
through the lakes on <imilar terms is asking too muceh,
and is advice to do what is contracy to sound business
principles  In order to produce say a million tons of
coal cheaply, or at a cheaper rate than a less quantity
it may be good husiness policy to sell 206,000 tons at
little or no profit; The surplus—so to speak —only is
sold at a low rate. It would be folly Yor a company
rr«nhwing say three million tons, to sell two thirds of
bata low rate, merely to be able to say it was in-
ereasing its output, and had seeured a market in which
there was no profit: The Everett and steel proposit.
are reasorable and can be defended ; the proposit.
ion to extend the principle to Ontario would be unrens-
onable and indefensible,

It is stated in the press, and I nave it from private
sources, that the mainland delegates to sub-conneil
meeting, where the sgicement made between  the
Dominion Coal Company and its employees was
discussed, took strong grounds against the clause whieh
they call the ‘restriction’ one, that is, the elanse giv-
ing the company the option tosell its eoal when, where
and to whom it pleases. Fuanny, isn't it, how different
eyes look at things, If there is any clavse 1 would
tick oft in red as all right, that wonld be the one,
What is the reason given for oppesition to it?  This
-that it precludes the possibility of sympathetic strikes.
I don’t believe it was aimed at that, or put there for
that purpose, but if it was 1'm prepared to vote early
aud vote often for it Sympathctie strikes he hanged !
Can you find me a half dozen intelligent mi ers in N.
B, whu believe that such strikes would serve any good
purpose in Nova Scotin.  They are the most childish
scrt of strikes | know of, and are the weapons of
brainless leaders and bawling, beaten men.  There is
neither rhywe nor ra on in them, They invariably
fail of accomplishing any practieal good. ~ OF enrse,
there’s the sviapathy 1 admit, but I've never been
quite able 10 count up how mrch it means in eeats, to
the original strikers, A symp thote strike is no

Jtresinds me of a sioey told of two of iny
countrymen. B th ot thom hat! a good jag on—e &
Nova Seouan night say—is they wended their way
homeward. Oue, wh ¢ stom ch was not quite so
strong a« that of the other, stumbled and fel!, und huy-
ing fallen covcluded it aas «aser to stay that way.
His companion tried to raise him onee, twics, thrice,
but failed, In a fourt Attempt he fell himself, and
then philosopnically suid * [y ine wy best, but it
seems 1 cannn 1ift yo, vo o' to show my sympathy
Uil lie down beside yo.'  In Nova Scotia we have been

free, so far, of sympathetic s rikes, and we don't want
them. In our ‘case they would be senseloss affairs,
What would be the object of a sympathetic strike gy a
colliery for instance. It might be ordered for the
purpose of assisting the men on strike at some other
colliery.  How would it do this, Im sure I cannot tell,
It seems to me that the opeator of a colliery whose
men went on strike because they had, or thought they
had, a grievance, would have no ohjections to a sym-
pathetic strike. He would feel more contented. Hg
would not have the dread of losing some of hiv cus-
tomers, which certainly haunts him when his men only
are on strike. The idea of sympathetic strikes by the
mine workers ot Nova Seotia 1s a crazy one.

A wainland operator, asked what he thought of
the agreement in Cape Ereton between the Dominion
Coal Co, and its employees, and if it would effoct the
position of the operators in che wainland, gave no
plain answer but said, “Agreement or no agreement
the fact remains that rates on the mainland are too
high. The employees are now getting all, or nearly
all, leaving 1o the employers the experience and the
donbtfuf pleasure of working for nothing. No con.
cern—he continued—ean puy out more thar. it is tak-
ing in and live, and this is ahont the condition of the
enl trade of the provinee to-day. None of the eom-
panies to my mind, except one which produces a small
per centage of slack, and has good local markets, hag
made anything in 1904, [t has been asked  “Why
with modern appliances and inereased outpnts is there
this ery of excessive charges' —“The answer iy this—
Mining rates are almost prohibitive, with shorter
hours worked there is a lessened average yield per
man ; and there is a marked indifference to regular
work.  These combined make the eost of production
excessive”  The RECorD at this time makes 10 com-
ment but leaves the statement with its readers,

The Sydney Record u{wukn well out in reference to
the suggestion of higher duties, as & means of secaring
& portion of the Oncario murket tor Nova Seotia,
It evidently favors the reimposition of the duty on an-
thracite. The repeal of the duty was a big blunder cn
the part of the conservative government, 'l‘lwy should
have resisted the clamor of the Ontario members, [
remember when it was annonnced that the duty on an.
thracite was to be removed [ was inelined rather free
Iy to blame the government, The then M. P. for the
eounty thought it well that I should subdue my ardor,
und told me it [ knew the diffienity the government
had in waintaining theduty on bituminous 1 would
stay dumb in reterence to the du v on bitnminous,
That kept me from loud barking but T conld'ng wholly
*uppress an oceasional growl. [ am ylad the Record
a5 & lihoral organ is not afeid to speak its mind.  Ag
the snne time | bav'ut the least iden that the Ontarie
people will be & whit less wolfish in the futare then
they huveeto on' ward appearances—been in the past.
Hetra is what the Reeord says im—

But we heartily agroe with Mr, McDougall that an
earnest «flort should be made all ronnd to ‘lispose of
some of our conl in Ontario, Unquestion bly there
are certain portions of that proviree wher 1ore or less
of a market may be obtained.  We should not only be
in favor of an increase in the du'y on moft coy! but the
imposition of n duty on hard coal ne well, ', il be

Concluded on page 20,




