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fed:their pfogrees, At last the sooke of buen-
ing villages aud furm-honses aunounced that the
enemy:in front wcre aswacs of our warch, It
wes s #ad sight {0 see tho white walle of the
houses  blackened with smoke—the flames
azcending through the roufs of peaceful howme-
eteads—aud ths ruined ouilines of deserted bam-
lets. Many sick meu fell out, and wero carricd
to the rear. It was a pasnful sighit—2 sad con-
trast'to the magniticent appeacauce of the army
iu fronut, to'behold-titter after ltter borue past to
the carts; with the poor gufferers who bad drop-
ped from jliness and fitigde.
The First Sight of the Enemy,

‘Presently, foom the top of 2 hil}, a wide plaio
was visible, beyond which rose a ndge darkened
tere aud there by masses which. ths practised
tye recognized as earalry. It was our first sight
of the coctny. Un the fefk of the plain upins
tecoss formed by the juward sweep of the two
ridges lay a large village in flames, right befure
9 was & rieat white house unburnt, though the
outhouses aud farm-yard were burning. This
was the Imperial Post-house of Bouljanuk, just
20 wiles from Sclastopol. A small siréam ran
“past us,-which was au object of delight to our
thirsty soldicrs, who had pow marchied snore than
eight miles from their cunp. The house was de-
serted aud gutted.  Quly & picturs of a saint,
bunches of heebisin the kitchen, and a few hiouse-
hold utensils were left, and a solitary peahen
atalked sadly about the threshiold, which svor
fell a victim to a revolver. Afier o ‘short halt
for men aud biorzes by the stream, the arnsy push-
ed on again,

A Brush with the Cossacks.

The cavalry (about 500 men of the 8th Hus-
sgar3, the 11th Hussars., and 13th Light Dra-
_goons) pushed on in front, and on arnving
about a milc beyond the post-house we clearly
mado out the Cossack Lancers on tho hilisn
frunt. Lord Cardigan threw yut shirmistes 1

tiue, swhe covercd the frunt at intervals of 10 or
12 yards from cachotlier. The cossacksadvan-
cc«fto meel us in like order, man fur maa, the
slecl of their long lances glittering in the sun.
They were rough-looking fellows, mounted on
sturdy little Lorses, but the regularity of their
order and tho colerity of their mmovements show-
«d they were rvgulars, ané by no means duspic-
nble foes, As our skirmishers advanced the
Cossacks halted atthe the faot of tho ull, Their
reserves sero aot well i sight, but feomn time to
tunc A clump of laucers ruse over tho summit of
the hi'l and disappeared. Lord Cardigan was
cager to try their strength, and permission was
given to him to advauce somewhat nearer; but
03 bedid 2o dark columns of Cavalry came into
vicwy in the recesses of the hills and it became
&videat that if our men charged up such o steep
ascent their horses would be blown, and that
they would run a risk of being surrounded and
cut to pleces by forco of three umes thewr num-
ber. Suddenly one of the Rusman cavatry
squares opencd—a spirt of w bite smoke rose out
of the gap, and o round shot, which pitched
closs to my bLorse, tors over the cvlummn of our
«<avalry bebind, and rolled away between the
rauks of the riflenaen in the rear, justas they came
in view of tho cavalry. In another instant n
second gun bowled right through the 11th Hus-
2ars, and kuocked over o horso, taking off his
sider’s legabovo the ancle. Another and another
followed, tearing through our ranks, so that it
was quite wouderful so mnuy cavalry escaped.
Meantime Captain Maude's” artiblery galloped
over the hillockd, but were halted by Lord Rag

Jan's order at the base, in the rear of the cavalry
on the left flank. This was done probably to
cntice the Russians further down thetnll. Mean-
time our cavalry were drawn up as targets for
the enemy’s guns. and had they boea of iron they
could not have been more solid and immorable.
The Russian guaoers fired adairably ; they were
zather slow, but theirballs came bounding along,
quite visible as they pagsed, in right lines from
the centro'of the.cavalry columns. Afler some
30 rounds frem the enemy our artillers opeacd
fire. Their round shot ploughed up the columns
of the cavalry, who speedily.dispereed into brok-
< lincs, wheelipg romud and round with groat
adrbittiezy lo escape the six and nine pound balle:

—

————

Our shells were not 80 successful, but one, better ;n\X[‘M!iblc raadeur, and for the fitst time on®

dirccted than tho rest, burst  right iu tho centre
of o, columu of Llﬁht fvfantry, whom the Rus-
sinns bad advance. wnuppon.ﬁwlruvnlxy. Uur
fire ®wag 50 hivt Wie service of the guns so quick, |
that the cucnyy retired u abous 15 tminutes after
we opened on them.  While this affair was go-
ing on, the Fseach Lad crept up on the right,
and surpri~d a body of Russisa cavalry witha
round frow o battery of nwe-pounders, which
scattered them in all directions. We lost six
borses, and four men were wounded., Une of the
wounded ten, o sergeant in the 11th Hussars,
rode cooly to the rear with his foot dangling by
a prece of skiu to Ur: bune, and told the docwor
be hnd just cute tu have bis leg dressed. Apoth-
cr woundud trooper behared wath equsl fortitude,
and refused tho use of a litter tv caury hiw tothe
rear, - though his leg was broken into splintets.
Great numbers of stragglers came up during the
night, most of themw belunging to the 4th divis-
ion. It was a cold night, and if 1 could intrude
the recital of the surruws of a tentless, baggage-
less man wandenng about in the dark from regi-
ment to regiment in bope uf fiudivg his missing
baggage, 1 might tell o tulo amusing cnough to
read, but tbe iucidents in which were very dis-
tressing (o the iudn idual concerned. Sir (Jrorge
Brown, Sir D. Evaus, the Brigadicr Generals and
stall oflicers went about among their divisions
and brigades ere the men lay down, giving direc-
tions for the following dny, and soun afwr dusk
the regimeuts were or. the ground, wrapped up
in great coats aud blaukets to find tho best re-
pos¢ they could after the day’s cxertions.

Advance of the Allied Army toward the
Alma.

Heiours anovs ALua, Serr. 21.—Tle orderin
which our army advanced was 1 coluwns of
brigades 1 deploying distance, our Ieft protect-
cd by & hue of skimishers, of cavairy, and of
herse arudlery.  The advautage of the formativn
was that our anuy, in case of & strung attach
fruin cavalry and wfuntey on she fufe ur rear,
could assume the furm of a holluw square, with
the bagguge n the centee, Our great ubject was
to gain the right of the posizion, so that our at-
tacking partics could be sheltered by the vertical
fire of the tleets.  We had, 1 fact, altered our
Lase of operations. A3 we marched forwaed to

Barljanak, we allowed the.enemy to deprivo us | P

of our olil basis of operations, in order that we
mngbt get a new oue. For this purpose the bag-
age was bronght up and covered by the 4ih
1vision, and theCussacks wercalloned tosweep
the country in our rear far behind us. Qur new
principle, In fact, was to open cowmunication
with our flects, and, us far a9 possible, obtain
their aid. In advanciog towards the sca obh-
quely, on the morniag of the 19th, we were met
by 17 squadrons of cavaley, deployed to meet our
bandful of horse, and 1t waus necessary to mahe
a demonstranon of artliery and iofantry to ex-
teicate our men frum the difficalty inw which
they bad been plunged by adrancing tov far in g
front of their supports. Huwerver, the enemy was |
driven bach by uur guns, which made beautiful \
practice, aud the cavalry maintained their ground
haviog retired in splendid order before a force
which refused to meet them when they might
bave donc so, by a charge down from the elevat-
¢d position they occupied, with a fuir chance of
an encounter ere our artillery could cowe up.
Our line of march on the 20th, as I higvo said,
was towards the right of our former base, and
brought us in coutact with the Frenchleft, under
Prince Napoleon, it being uuderstood dml. Sie
De Lacy Evans's division on tho extreme right
+hould ‘act in concert with that of the Prince,
which was of course furtbest from the sea.  As
goon a3 we had ssceriained the posiion of our
allies accunately, the whole liue, extending itself
across the. champaign country for some five or
six miles, advanced. At the distance of two
miles we halted to obtain o litdo tine to gather
up our rear, and then tho tsoops steadily advan-
ced 1a grand lincs like the vaves of the occan,
with out lef} fritted navay as it were into a foam
of skurmusbers under Golonel Lawreoce and Ma-
jur Norcott of tbe Rific Brgade, 2d battalion,
coyercd by squndrans of tho 11th and 8th Hus-

} goooe,-an

sars, and ;oruons of the 4th, 13th Lig 1D'm-‘

17tk Lancers, - Tbis was.s sight of ]

was struck with the splendid appearaace of ou®
Infantry io line ia the distance. Red 15 the col-
our afiee all, and the winte sinsbiogs of tho breast
of the coat and the crovs beits, though rendering
8 (AN, CUNSPICUOLY cpoughy givo lnm ao appear-
ance of, size which other umifortns do not pro-
duce. Tho dark French columns on our right

j lovked sery swall compared to our batwalions,

thuugh we kuow they weze quite ag atrong ; but
the man.hing; of our allies, icden ua they wero
with all theie packs, &c., was wonderful—~tho
pace at which they went was really “ kilting

The Strength of the Russian Position,

A remorkable ridge of mountain, varying in
heigbtfeomn 600 to 70u feet, runs along the courso
of the Al on the teft or south side with the
coutse of the stream, and assumiug the form of
chffs when close to Jhe sca. Tlng ridgo is mark-
cd all along its course by deep gullies, whict, rin
towards the river at various angles, and servo
po doubt 1o carry off the floods produced by 1he
vain3 and the melting of the winter snows on the
bills and table lands above. 1f the reader will
pluce bumsclf on the topof Richmond-hil), dwai
the Thamezn imagination to thesize ofa Hamp-
slnre nvulet, and imagine the lovely hill itself to
be deprived of all vegetation and protracted for
about four miles along the stream, ho may fom
gome notivn of the position occupied by the Rus-
sians, while the ptains on the north or lefy bank
of the Thames witl bear no fnapt simihitude to
the land over which the British and Prench
armics advanced, barring ouly the verduro and
feesbneas. At the top of the rdges, botween the
gullies, the Russians bad crected esrthwork bate
teries, mounted with 321b. and 241b. brass guns,
supported by numerous field pieces and howitz-
¢r3 These guus enfiladed the tops of the ravines
parallel to them, or swept them to the base, whilo
the whole of the sides up which an euemy, unablo
to stand the direct fire of the batteries, nould bo
forced to ascend, were fitled with masses of skir.
mishers armed with an excellont two-groove rifle,
throwing 8 large solid conical ball with force at
700 and 800 yards, as thé French learnt (o thor
cost The principal battery cousisted of an earth-
work of the form of two sides of a triungle, wi b
the apes pointed towards the bridge, and the
sides corering both sides of the stream, corres.

onding with the bend in the river beluw it, ot
the distanco of 1,000 yards, wbile, with a fair
clevation, the 32-pounders threw, as we saw very
«ften, beyond tho houses of the village to tha
distance of 1,100 and 1,500 yards ‘This waa con-
structed on the brow of a hill about 600 feot
nbore the river, but the hill rose behind it for
another 50 feet before it dipped away towards
the road. The ascent of this hill was enfiladed
by the fire of three batteries of earthwork on the
right, and by another on the left, and these bat~
teries were equally capable of covering the wit-
luge, the streatn, and the slopes wwhich led up
the hill to their position I the first battery
were 13 32-pounder brass guns of cxquisite wo X
manship, which only told too well. "Iu the othes
batteries were some 25 gunsin all.

Another locomotive, called the Byfown, was
fast week pluced on the track of the Bytown &
Prescott Railway, makivg four locomotives now
on the rosd. Quite n smart bupiness is already
doing, notwitstanding the fact of the line be-
ing mcomplete. The rails aré Jaid down to
~ithin ten miles of Bytown, and we hopo the
balance of the iron will soon agtive at this port,
so that the company will be caabled o finish the
live throughout previous tosetting in of winter.
A good deal of work bas lately beco dore at the
depot at this place, in tho way of filling up, «c.
The trame work of a large freight house is now
being put up, and the varioua requisites for the
butiness of the road are uvder way,

A cerraiy Duke de Brissac mas often over-
heard uttering the fodlowing saliloguy srhile ad-
justing Lids razor to the proper angln:—et Tin
oleonde Coss¢e, God hath made thee s gentle-
mag, and the ﬂmg bath madec 1ce a duke; it 13
sight Aln‘:d fit, b(:!wc\-cg tlurn thott!x1 shoyld'st bave
somcthing 1o do, therefure thou e ply ve
Ahyselfi” , Al EC
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