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the mind of the child a degree of fickleness which will not only
disqualify him lor any position of trial or trust, but will render him
mere gossamer, to be carried hither and thither at the will of the
wind, ~ How many there are who are ecasily frustrated, who stumble
at u straw, ad to whom it may be said, ¢ unstable as water, thou
shalt not excelP ! How unlike such persons was the Emperor Napo-
leon, who, from his boyhood days, had one leading purpose, namely,
the acquesition of military glory 3 and whose energies, exploits and
success in that direction were t{m astonishment of the world ! Again:
while a Sherman and a Franklin rose to eminence in the world,
many with equal endowments and better advantages remained m
obscurity 5 and among the various causes leading to this result,
irregularity of attendance at school may have been conspicuous.

9. In this connection we ate naturally led to consider the loss to
the world of the influcnce of many a byilliant intellect. Many youry
men and women of bright wnd towering genius go furth Info the
world with no fixed pupose ; and, like Byron, they become ¢ wand-
ering stars’, to whom isreserved the blackuess of darkness for ever.
An attempt to estimate or deseribe the magmitude of this loss to the
world would be oo absurd to contemplate 5 for who coutd judge of
the operations of cavse and effect so s to form any correct opinion ?
But if even this negative view were the only one that we might
take, we might 1ejoice. But when we remember that the woids of
Him who * spake as never man spake®—« He that gathereth not
with me scattereth abroad”-—-applly with force to such persons,
the thought is overwhelming. And yet all this may result from
irregulanty of attendance at school,

Having thus endeavored to point out some of the most prominent
of dthe numerous evils of the first class, let us now proceed to con-
sider.

Secondly, The Evils of Tardiness.

As some of the evils already mentioned may be predicated also
of tardiness, I shail not speak of them again in the present enumer-
alion, but witl include only some of the most prominent that come
under this head in particular.  And before proceeding let us assume
the proposition that no person can voluntarily yield himself to the
petiormance of a wrong act, or the nou-performance of a known
duty, without thereby opening the way for still greater sins; and
that the slight deviations of childhood will, unless speedily corrected,
result in a ruined and degraded nmanhood.

1. Thus, the habit of tardiness once formed, its numerous and
deplorable evils extend wnh ever-mncereasing growth far down into
the fature ; and not only is its existence the prolific cause of agara-
vation and inury to 1its victim ;5 bat, by his want of punctuainy, he
is ever an anuoyance—a source of disappointment—a broken reed
—a thorn in the hand to all who are dependmyg upon him.

Is he to start on a journey by public conveyance ? As he reaches
the starting-point he finds that the stage, the train, or the steamer,
has just gone. By his tardincss he is too late ; and, chagnned and
disappo:nted, and perhaps sullering loss by his failure, lic is com-
pelled to return home.

Is he to dine with a friend ? Just as the repast, which, perhaps,
has long been delayed for hin, 15 finished, he amives.

Is he a teacher? He is late in all his school exercises; thus
teaching his pupils 2 lesson of evil. Is heto transact business at
the Bank ? He arnives one minute 100 late ; the Bank has closed !
Is he 10 address an audience ? Taey are kept in suspense by hus
delay until all patience is eshausted, and the snind thereby prepared
for an unfavorable reception of what truth he may present.

But 11 15 needless to vnlarge upon this point, as these few items
are saflicient to call the auention of the reader to the multitude of
evils of the same class so distmetly wvisible and panfully real in
every day’s eaperience and observation.

2. Agwmn: as hke begets hike, and as each evil will be not only
an ally 10, bat the proitfic source of other evils ; so, akin to the habit
of tardmess, and depending upon 1, as its legitimate offspring, 15
negligence: so that whatever evils may be comprehended under
this term, may be attributed directly or indirectly to the habit of
terdiness.

And to negligence may be added indolence. The consequences
10 society, resulting from the existence of these ewils, and mamiest
in those scenes of filth, poverty, and pinching want, aud the hke,
which exist all around us, are 100 many and too ¢common-pluce to
jusufy an enumeration or description; and yet they all may result
from a habiof tardiness formed at school.” It may not be amiss,
before we pass, to meuntion one fact more tha. may be predicated of
these evils, viz: a great proportion of the disappointments, pecu-
niary embarrassments, accudents, losses, casualues, elc., etc., that
occur or exist around us, result from indolence, or negligence, or
?otclilj ; and hence may properly aseribe their origin to the habit of
ardiness.

3. Another_evil is indifference to high and noble incentives.
That scholar Swho is s0 1eckiess of the value of titne as to waute it
in tardiness ; so regardless of the value of instruction as needlessly
to lose 1t ; and so indifferent to the pleasure and excitement of study
and tecitation as to forego them for a trifle, eviuces but a duil
apprehension of that which 1s right and good and desirable, or a
fearful predisposttion to evil.  Hence, all tucitement to that which
18 ;iood, hegh, pure, elevating and ennobling is of hitle or no uvail.

4. Again: it is evident that he that is so reckless of his own
mterosts will be equally reckless of the interests of others. ‘There-
fore when he arrives at school he will not be duly careful to avond
Jisturbance ; but will enter and pass to his seat noisily ; slammmg
the door, and treading heavily upon the floor; thus diverting the
attention of the scholars and causing a general suspersion of study
and other exercises. Butaf this momentary suspension were the
only result. the evil would be comparatively inconsiderable 5 but
not so, to minds undiseiplined and zanccustomed to habits of close
and systematic thuking, the evil is highly pewnicious 3 since, if the
attention is once diverted, it may require much time to collect and
concentrate again the scattered thoughts, Hence, the loss resulting
to a school from such interruptions is incalculable.

5. Another evil is the injury of the reputation of the teacher.
People aro accustomed to consider tie conduct and appearance of
the scholar an wdex to the character of the school; and though
there may be some limitations to this rule, yet they know not where
to make them. Hence, if the scholars are seen loitering along the
way to gchool, 1t is said at once « The teacher fuls to interest his
pupils, and therefore is deficient in one of the most essential quali-
ties of a good teacher?’ Again, all are ready to infer that ¢ his
government is not good, or scholars would be required to be punc-
tual. Also by histardiness the scholar misses his lessons, and
makes but little advancement ; and his deficiency is attributed to
the inability of the teacher, etc., ete.  Thus in consequence of this
ovil habit the teacher suffers the injury or loss of his reputation
which 1s of more value to him than sitver or gold.

Again: Tardiness isthe parent of vice. The mind will be active
either 1 the performance or contemplation of good or of evil. There-
fore 110 one can doubt that he that stiolls tardily along to school is
liable thereby to receive and foster impressions or form habits which
wmay result in overwhelming ruin. Aund not among the least of
these are deception and dishonesty. 1tis not to be supposed that
the truant witl < make a clean breast’” of Lis faults; but he will
endeavor to disguise from lus teacher the true cause of lus absence,
and from his parents the cause of his deficiency in his studies ; and
in doing thus, if he does not state barefaced falschoods, he will raise
frivolous and groundless excuses, the utterauce of which is little if
any better thun downright lymg. But the evil rests not here ; for
others will see that this deception has screened the culprit, and,
unapprised of the awful tendency of his course, they will resort to
the same wmethad, and thus be imperceptibly drawn within the cir-
cle of that maelstrom, the vortex of which is conterminous with
¢ the lake (whatever 1t may be) that burneth with fire and bnm-
stone’. And n this connection I may add that the tardy hour s to
the truant scholar emphatically what the hour of midnight is to the
man whose deeds are deeds of darkness; and hence the liability of
the tardy onc to be drawn by evil associates into deeds of vice not
premeditated by him.

7. Again: Habitual tardiness in a scholar lead to an Aabitual
disregard of obligation and reshamt, and might almost be said to
bo synonymous with it; for, in fact, there can be no voluntary
tardiness without a disregard of obligation ; for, even where there is
no stated rale of punctuality, the obligation is always supposed to
exist ; and who does not know, if he but consider, that conseious
obliganon is paamount to positive requisiion? Hence, tardiness
may at once be said to be a disregard of obligation. Now, when
this latter exists 1 one wnstance or ditection 1t may, and probably
will in others. Thus, the tendency is, at once, to the entire sub-
version of that order, anangement and government, so essential 1o
the eaistence of & good school. And so strong is this tendency, that
where you find a considerablo number of scholars habitually tardy,
you muay safely predict for the school a speedy elose or an unpro-
fitable and disvrderly continuance. But this disregard of obhgation
unfortunately develops itself in contempt not only of demand, but
of protubition ; so that the wholesome rules of the school to guard
agamst vice and immorality, will be lkely to be trampled upon
wi h impunity, especially in the absence of the teacher ; and thus
will he turned in upon the scholars those dark streams, which, in
their rapid and tumuoltuous flow, sweep o many loved ones down
mto 2 dark and direful future. But this disregard of obiigation will
charactenze the conduct of the tardy one, not'in the school merely,
but at home and elsewhere, thereby causing the shame and sorrow




