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'Flic fragment that lias corne dlown to ius is written in the Pahlevi alpha-
bet eniployed on the coins of tixe Sassanides. But the Avesta undoubteffly
dates from a far carlier period tixan the Sassanian dynasty. The ideas
conveyed in +,he text were thorougbly developcd in the time of Phlip of
blacedon and carlier, and the account given of the Zoroastrian religion by
Theoponlpus, born n.c. 380, agrees witli the Avesta iii ail essentials.

If it hadl originated in the timne of the Sassanides, it would naturaly
have been written ini the old Sassaniani languiage and ixot in an independent
languagre intiniately allied withi the Old Persian and Sanscrit dialects. The
Sassanides mnust, thierefore, have received the text iii a foreigri tonmme.

From this 'vo may conclude tixat the priests wvhicli tanght, thîs religion
were fterigncrs. Tlîey were called -aiand botlx Greek and Persian
authors assign their orngin to Media. Grecian wviters speak of a race of
Magri, and oniginally the terin liad doubtless a national signification. They
differed fromn the Persians not only in language, but in customs. licrodo-
tns qays that the iPersians buried their dead, but that the Magi exposed
tileirs ; ,l customn wlxich became universal among the Sassanides. The
Ptusltoo, or language of Afigbanistan, lias a dloser affinity to tixe langruage,
of thje Avesta than any ether known languagre. The term Zoroaster, like
Christ or Buddha, is rather a title than a name, and bis engrin is lost in
thle rmythis of antiquity, in which lie is represented as the foc of the demnons.
AIl creation waited for lus coming to put an end to the dominion of evii.
fiespoke tlue ivords that shattered the dominion of the devils by proclairrn-
ing tlic laws of Ahriman. But aithouglu bis life is obscured in fable,
tîxere is ne room to doubt tluat lie ;vas a real existence ; the obscurity in
'which lic is cnvcloped simply indicates tixe remotencss of bis tirne. The
names of bis fatixer and daug,(hter and bis own family naine (Spitania) are
preserved, and bis writing indicates a i-arked inùividualitv.

These writings are divided into two clcarly distinct parts-lue Ga th.s,
and tixe remainingy Avesta. The Gatluas or songs embrace five. or, accord-
inig to an internai division, seventeen chapters ; they are in inetrical verse,
and writteu in an obscure dialect, eonstitinting the inost diffctuit text in
the mealin of Inde-Germanie plxilology . Thoy are supposc. to, bc more
ancient than the .Avesta, in wbiclî tlxey are occasiozially cited.

The Gxatbas are nearest to Zoroaster, and ivere coînpilcd cither by hlm-
self or bis disciples. Tlucy represent hlmn as a teacher of gyreat gifts ; lie
is eiidently net mnerely the founder of a religion, but a. leader and, reformier
whn delivered bis people from great evils. Ile regrarded buxinself as one of
the last of a long senies of prophects, and came to restore order among, the
pcnple of Ascbaran the pions.

'fie Gatlias treat of actual re-alities, frec frorn myth or miracle, but
indicate ecarly a deep religions inovement of wvhicih Zoroaster ivas the
leader. The people whYio listened to bis teaciings wcre pastoral and agricul-
titrai coiunities, worslIiippers of the P)evtas, bctween ;vhoi aun fie
,worsliplpers cf the Aluuramazda, the Creator, tixere wvas a prolongred strugglc.
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