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tongue ; and who dare say there is no hope for these poor, hounded,
homeless, hungry beings ?

The terrible want and destitution all over the land is being made
clearer as the months wear away. In many places the winter has been a
mild one, and this with the relief distributed by the missionaries has
saved thonsands of lives ; but now comes the sowing time, and there is
no seed ; the garners are all empty, and even money will not buy the corn
that doesn’t exist. How these poor myriads are to get any fresh start is
a problem that is difficult of solution.

As a natural result of such horrid crimes, the surviving Armenians as
a class thronghout the country have lost their confidence in everybody,
and arc in a poor mood to be approached by any foreigner. They have
7o trust at all in the Sultan, for they ali know what the world has been so
slow to believe, but which is perfectly well established now—that the
Sultan is himsclf personally responsible, having ordered these massacres,
and that %e has rewarded the obedient tools who did his bidding. They
no longer look to England, for she—poor, craven England !—has oflicially
denied her responsibility toward them as well as her power to help them.*
Russia, too, has proven herself treackerous and doublefaced ; and accord-
ing to the statement of one of her high officials, ‘‘ wants Armenia, but
docsn’t want the Armenians.”  The other** powers' are not large enough,
and the United States is too far away, so the more cool aud calculating
Armenians can sec rothing ahead but blank despair. The more desperate
spirits say they may as well die fighting as be slaughtered, and you have
immediately the revolutionary party in its most reckless form. Incour-
azed, on the contrary, by their success in blinding Europe’s eyes, the
Turks gloat over the blood shed and the booty already obtained, and
promise themselves still richer harvests while Europe sleeps. There are
those among them who are ashamed of the deeds of the past months, and
who wish to see order re-cstablished in the land without the elimination
of the Armenian ; but, as & race, the Turks have no very friendly spirit
toward Christianity, and the tiger once roused within them cannot casily
te quelled when absolutely no punishment follows murder, robbery, rape,
znd arson.

The recent publication of the tardy British blucbooks on Turkish
affairs have given official publicity to what has already licen well under-
stood in Turkey for ycars, and which has besn mentioned before in the
Ravizw.} Only the wily Northern Bear is aiming not only at the Protes-
tant work here, but at the Gregorian Church as well, and prefers to make
acat's-paw of the Turkish government now rather than exterminate and
exile the Armenians herself after taking possession of Armenia.  That the
Sultan has been aided and encouraged by the Russian ambassador in Con-
stantinople, M. Nelidoff, in his delays and refusals to institute reforms,

¢ See Lon! Salisbury’s spocch to the Nonconformists, 4 Sce November, 1894, p. 821,




