
LEPT19ANDEDNES.

" time vastly mnore remote than Hlebrow or Grock records, and among
" people ini the most primitive condition of savage life, tihe preference
appears to bave heen given to the same hand which has been rccog-
nized as the right band among ail civilized nations of historie times.
Such concurrent evidence seems te point ta a uniformn preference, for
the saie hand frôm remotest times, sucli as could not fail to eradicate
any mere exceptional habit; and se sugygests with renewed force that
the use of the righlt hiand is traceable to, some peculiarity of organie
structure, c-r to saime physiological law generaily affecting the human
organization. Nor la it uecessarily linited te man. As airoady
shown, there are indications suggestive of a disposition in saine at
least of the lowver animiais te employ one 11mb in preference te the
other.

A writer in the Ooi-nill Magazine, when referring to one remark-
able class of manifestations which seera te shoiw that the faculty
of speech is mainiy if net wholiy dependent on the left side of the
brain; or at any rate that aphasia, or the loas of the power of vocal
expression of ideas, la aceompanied withi disease, of t'bat side of the
brain . says, Il ig-htsidedness extenda te, the lowei, races. Birds, and
especially parrots, show righltsidedness. Dr. W. Ogle bas found that
few parrots perch on the loft log. Now, parrots have that part at
ieast of the facuity of speech wvhich depends on the memory of
successive sounds, and of the method of reproducin g sncb imitation
of them as a parrot'a powers permit; and it la rema-rkable that their
left brain receives more blood, and is better developed than the right
brain." The samne writer expresses bis doubt, as te monkeys showing
any tendency te righthandedncsa. Thia la a point te which careful-
attention shouid be directed wvhere opportunity offers. In my for-mer
paper 1 noticed the interesting treatise by Dr. Buchanan, Professer
of PhyaioloCy in the 'University of Glasg-ow, on the IlMechanical
Theory of the Predominauce, of the Itight Hiand over the Left."
But 1 was net thon aware that, Professor Stru thers had followed up
his observations by a series of careftul investigations, the resuits of
which are set fortli in hia paper entitled, IlOn the relative 'weighit
of the viscra on the two aides ýof the body; and on the consequent
position of the centre of gravity te the right aide." Ro there notes
that, 'Whle the visoera of the quadrnped have tho samne general
iateralized poaition as in mani, there la a reason why this should be
carried te, a greater extent in mani thau in the quadruped, owing te


