From a work on © Glosﬂol;)gy," recently published by Putnam;

of New Yoik, from the pen of Charles Kraitsir, M.D., we cOPY}
the following remarks, respocting * What language is.,”  The |
work is a treatise “on the nature of language, and on the language
of nature.”  ‘Tho style of the author is occasionally a little too
nagniloquent, but the book contains many valuable thoughte
and principles, as in the annexed paragraphs : —

WHAT LANGUAlGE] 1S,

Language, in its totality as well as every sound or eerin'l fibre of
it, is a symbol, a paradigm, an index, a finger.board, pointing in
one direction tv what is brought and how it is brought within us H
in another direction, 1o what is uttered and how it is to sirike the
mind of our fellow men. Man is a mirror of, but also a mediator
between, all objects felt without and within himself, as well aa
between these objects and his own spirit on one side, and between
his spirit and thet of his neighbors un the other. As he digesta
and assimilates foud and drink in his apparatus of digestion and
nutrition, the atmoepheric air in his organs of respiration ; so he
treats #lso the material swallowed and inspired by the organs of
. his senees.  To be able to do this aright, he must in all his pars
! and qualities and circumstances he adapted to such a performance.

It would certainly be a matter of wondernent, nay, of horror, if
the almighty architect of the Universe had not tuned him to be
L in cuncordance with the celestial spheres, and with the atoms of

matter, and with all spiritual energies, and with
things to each other.

Language, therefore, cannot be the aim and
complex of all human ene
perivds paseed by a people
live; and «till more go aft

end of the whole
rgies, the only adequate memento of all
and by each man, while they and he yet
et they had made their exeunt from the
theatre of their activity. It is thus that language becomes the
red thread, so 1o say, whereon the deeds and fates of mortals and
the phenomena of nature are strung, like so many beads. All
we know of what is Past in ages or absent in space, we know
chiefly hy language, which is not only a preserving substance of
memorable thinge, but also a monument of itself and of the pow.
cra that have produced and wielded it. Larguage may be liken.
ed to thore bodiesin which so.called antediluvian organic remaine
are found (heds of coale, slate, yellow amber, a, 8. ). Nicbuhr
calls philology a medistor between the remotest ages, preserving
unbroken identity with the noblest ancient nations, as if there
were no gulf of thousands of years between Lhem and us. Ju-
deed, language, although fleeting, has raised monuments more en.
during, and at once more fuithful than those of stone and brass,
The arrow headed or cuneiform inscriptions un the bricks and
cylinders of Babylon, of Assyria and the monuments of the Ache.
menian kings of Persiu; the hieroglyphs of Egypt, and various
other monuments, are most valuable 10 the student of history, on
account of their being witnesses of the spiritual life of the re.
#pective nations. The monosyllabiem of the Chinese, the luxu.
riance of the Sanscrit and the fixed uniformity of the Shemitic
languages open an insight, both into the distribution and the men.
tal peculiarities of the several peoplcs.

Our present social, religious, politic, scientific,
ture and civilization is but the
been done and lived through b

and artistic cul.
complicated result of all that has
y our cominun ancestry in man-
ind, since time immeniorial ; only digested, assimilated by the
composing and decompusing, filtering, secreting, appropriating and
rejecting, more or legs neutralizing power of time.  With the re-
moteness of past ages from the moments of our exialence, the
mass of the materials borne to light and reccived by succeeding
generationg, as the common heir-loom of humanity, fades to more
and more indistinctness. If even the works now belicved to
be those of one individual, are suspected to have been the eftu-
8ions of several inepired men (Orpheus, Homer, Manu, Wyasa,
Walmiki; the authors of the Nicbelungen Lied ; Shakspeare and

ed by us in the shape of a language itself into the several contriby.
tions by each individual nation, or even by each genius,
Sy-eech, as a necessary funetion of man's sensations, heart affec.
tions and intellectual facultics arose mstinctively, involuntarily,
L
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* : t in keeping with the divine har. ny of the universe ; "% hq
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all reations of al

e
; repared to hear this, but could not understand how they cail
others) : how could we now disentangle the conglomerate, inheriy. :

“pers
more or less correct choice, often by the capriee of ther "‘;:
who themselves were influenced by local and other agenc! E,ch
essentials of the une human speech are cver the sanll’-' amsl®
people's genelic power of specch, peculiar in each, anl“ngw‘ cot
the phonetic (sound) elements with the feelings nnd_ mel oo ty
ceptions info an organic unity.  Owing to the individua hich ¥
of each man, every one has a kind of dinlect of his own, W e
ries even according (o the different phases of his intclleetdt et
sensual life ; for ench person embodies whatever his mind e

or produces, according 1o its peculiar cant.

S gyithott
¥ Speech, issning from the spirit, reacts also upon it. ,“:'} the
a union with sounds of speech the very thonghts are fm;‘le},ﬁ"’ch
operations of the brain, the articulations of the organs 0 arlbw
and the fensation of the oruan of hearing Leing one inscp el
synergy (co-operation). Thought, like a flash of hghtn"{l; and
lects—crystalizes the whale power of the mind t» one poin'y A||
utters iteelf by a precise distinet unity of articulate snunds.‘3
nerves connected with the phonetic and acoustic organs ar wilh
set in motion, and the surrounding air is made to ‘whrﬂleeo
mind. ~ As thought longe to break forth from its hidden :,r“"
into the latent space, a0 the voice strives to isaue from thﬁ' ‘s
through ** the hedge of teeth’ intn the atmosphere, Speech eal®
much a function of thinking man as breathing, not a mere mdinﬁ

of communioation with others, but also a means of understan
himself,
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County Ploughing Match.-

ho
Sir,~—As you devote a portiun of your valuable paper t© :0
Agricultural interest, permit me a small portion of your spac®
natice of the above ploughing mateh, which came off on the
ultimo, uvder the auspices of the County Society. The portio®
land chosen was on the farin of James Hutchison, Jr., Esq o
Laurent. It seemed well adapted for the purpose, was in tole ,
ble condition,—rather dry,—and the day was all that could be‘
eired. 26 ploughs were entered for the different prizes, and n
contest was the keencet I have yet seen, ariging from the fﬂc"e
great part, that the ploughing was universally yond. They w"‘.
divided into three claeses, viz. : the first class, the French Ca
dian class, and young men’s class, o
Mossrs. William Hodge, George Smith and William Chal® s

¢
were the Judges for the two last named classes and awarded
prizes as follows : —

French Canadian Cluss.
1st Prize. Alexander Desmarohais ; 2nd. John BrookehaW:

Ploughmen under 20 Years of Age.

1st Prize. William Muir, Jr., $1. Laurent ; 2nd. w'"“”
worth, Petite Cote ; 3rd, Scraphin Cloutier, Coleau St. Piert® -

The Judges of the firat elass were—Messrs, Scott of BeBUh: ’
nnis, Todd of Lapraitie, and W. Anderson of St. F.aurent. l.nem.
dition to the prizes offered by tho Socicty, the worthy [’reﬂld{“o
M. Dodds of Petitc Cote, gave an iron plough to the winner © P
first prize. 'T'he plonghing in this class, with two or three Cxcﬂ f
tins, was the best I have seen either here or in the old counum'
cspecially that of Mr. Matthew Hutchison, Mr. James Df et
mond and Thomas Hodgo, and I understand the Judges z‘“y
puzzled to which of these to award the first prize. I was

oles’

their final decision' which was as [ollows ;=

First Class, and:
1st Prize. Ja

mes Drummond, Petite Cote, $8 and plough ;,nroi

Thos, H()dge,

$7; 3rd. Matthew Hutchison; 4th. Colin M¢
Sth. James M

uir,




