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sire to knowv ûod iii ail the fulness
of the Christian salvation led imii
to ignore ail danger to lus owni
reputation in association wvith a
suspected hieretie, and lie souglit
opportunities of intercourse wvith
Madame Guyon in ordler that lie
miglit be taughit the way of God
more pcrfectly. Several interviews
and muchi correspondence with hier
profoundly impressed and moved
Fenelon. lIi the extensive cor-
respondence which rema ins be-
twecn these twvo kindred souls there
is muclu illuminative discussion of
the g-reat truth of sanctification by
faith.

About tliis time the influenze of
Madamie Guyon in various Iligli
quarters wvas keenly resented by the
ecclesiastical authorities. A louci
crv arose for lier repression, a
fiendisli attenîpt wvas made to poison
lier, aîîd slic was compelled to live
in close concealment. The great
B ossuet becanie initerested in the
case, especially as his friend
Fenelon xvas connected more or less
withi it, and lie determined to
crush the heresy. Howvever, lus
sense of justice revolted fronu the
infamiv of judgingy witliout knowv-
ing, of condenîining wvithout hear-
ing-. H-e hiad several long conver-
sations witlu M1adamie Guyon, in
w'licli lie nîost skilftilly investi-
gated lier opinions, fie left lier
apparently satisfiedl tlîat lier views
wvere cssentially souind, and that slîe
uvas docile and iuible iii cliaracter.

Thei popillar outcry against lier
teaching and lier ciiaïacter con-
tixîued so vehienuent and persistent,
tlîat slîe requested of M'\,adame de
Mfaintenon tliat a commission
miiglît be appointed to invcstigate
lier case and deal witlî lier as niight
be tlîouglît best. Bossuet, Noailles,
an(l Troîîso, tlîree verx' emincîît
clîurclimen, acted on the royal
conmmission. SIc laid lier works
before them, met tiieni iii conversa-
tion, ani( prcpare(l for then lier
"Justifications of tue Doctrine of

Madamei Guyon,"' proviîug tlîe con-
sonîance of lier views wvitlu tluosc of
a vast îunîbcr of carlier wvriters on
vital religion.

Koailles and Tronson were satis-
fied %vitli lier statements, but Bos-
suet Nwas now hostile., No con-
(lemnation wvas proxiotinccd. But
tlîe end wvas not yet. To conciliate
Bossuet, Madanme Guyon Nvent to
live at M\,eaux. Here suc re-
niaiîicd six montlis in a convent.
Tue great bislîop treated lier wvitlî
severity, demanding that suie should
sign a confession and recantation
of lieresy, and enforced luis d2mand
ii a tlîreat of exconumunication.

Sluc bravely refused to ackznowv-
ledge errors of whiclu shie was not
guilty. Bossuet's conduet in tluis
wlîole affair seenis to be tlîat of a
modemn Pilate, Vhio lîad not the
courage of luis own convictions, but,
wluilc iiot altogetlier void of a sense
of justice, lue yet loved tlue luoiuour
tlîat comes froni mcei ratluer tlîan
that whuich comes from God, and
thierefore sacrificed justice to a sel-
fislu ex-,pediency. fie acknow-
ledgcd at tlîis verx' period: " I sec
xuotling wrongr in lier conduct; but
lier ciiemies torment mc, and wisli
me to find evil in lier."

'Madame Guyonî returued to
Paris, remaiîied concealecl for five
mnitlis, wvas arrested and confincd
iii the castie of Vinucennes, in De-
cenîber, 1695. Here shc wvas buar-
assed w'itlu a close examination as
to lier coiîduct and lier doctrines,
being accused of botlî immorality
andl lieresv. Anuid the detractioîîs
and1 cesolations of lier lot, she -\Nas
still kept iii great peace, conîtenît,
slîc declares, to spcîîd tue re-
maincler of lier life in prison if such
shioul(l be thc w'ill of God. Slîe
lucre conuposed many of lier pocmis,
sucu as the following:
CStrong are the %valls arouxîd me,

That hold me ail the day;
But thev who thus have botund me

'Cannot keep God away :
Mdy v'cry dungeon walls are dear,
J3ccause the <..odl 1 love is here.

212


