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ZINC AIINING IN BITISII COLUMIBA.

Z IN M 31 NING did not make progress in British
Colhmbia in 11106 as haud been expected it
would do. On the contrary, the production of

iiie wis simallas eompared with that of 1905. The
reasons for this practical failiure of efforts to build
up ai profitable zincproducing induîstry aire stated in
the mtenorial printed on anotlier page, and in the
following article taken frot the Nelson Daily News:

"Durinig the eleven montths ending on Novembe'
30, aist, so MNr. S. S. Fowler inforns us, the average
price of spelter in London was £26 18. 7d. (equiva-
lent to $5.82 per 100 lb.) the iigliest average for
more than 35 yeairs. But notwitlstanding the price
obtainable, British Coimbia zinc ore prodiction lias
decreased to about 2,SS5 tons as eompared witli about
8,500 tons shipped during 1905. hie shipmnents of
1906 were distributed as follows: Frank, Alberta,
825 tons; Amnerican smelters, 1,400 tons; Europeani
snelters, 660 tons. The reasons for this decreased
output of the mines are several. First, and prob-
ably the mnost important one, is tiat Britisi Colunxta-
bia is now practieally excluded froim the Amterican
market by the enforcenient of the )intgley tariff.
This tariff imposes a duty of 20 per cent ad valorei
on zine ores, other tian eliamine, and the Custons
authorities have ruled tat the value is to be deter-
minîed not only by the zine coitaiied in the ore, but
by the zine plus the lead ait 1 silver. Tlthi dciion of
the board of appraisers lias Len appeIled fron by the
smelting interests of Colorado and Kansas and the
mnatter is still under advisemuent.

"1n the imcantimue ic Aierican melters are tak-
ing a very limnited aniount of ore from British Co-
luibia, fairly low grade in zine and containing con-
siderable quantities of lead and silver. No ore of
high grade in zine is being iiined at present.

"Under the existing conditions, with a high price
but no nearby market available, it wotild seeni niat-
lirai that zine of high grade should be sold in Europe
to a greater extent than it is; but there are nany
details which imake that narket iuattractive to the
producer as a direct purchaser.

"It was lioped a year ago that the simlter at
Frank, Alberta, owned by lthe Canadian Metal Co.,
wouild have been iii condition to be operated success-
fuilly by the middle of 1906, and thus afford an ont-
let for the Kootenay product. TIdeed, the Frank
plant was run for a short tine during lte smumner,
producing several carloads of excellent spelter. The
operations, however, revealed thie fact thiat efliciency
was not attaiunable wheun workinig on a smnall scale,
nor without considerable alteration of the plant. It
was therefore decided to close the works pending lte
making of necessary changes.

"In the mxeantime, the Blue Bell mine, owned by
the Canadian Metal Co., is being extensively de-
veloped and is about to be equipped with a plant for
lie concentration of its ore, for both zine and lead.
The zine output will be quite sufficient te insure

continuity of operations ait Frank, and thtuis, witlh an
adequate und constant supply of raw material, it is
expected ftait lthe cost of operation ait Frank may ho
so reduced aus to afford ai permanent local market for
Kootenay zine produtcers.

"TIhe 'Report of lthe Zine Commission,' which was
publislhed about Novenber 1, has proved to be a
vaiable work, conîtaining, as it does, a comipilation
of a vast anount of gencral information as to zinc,
together with the results of mnany and extensive ex-
periients on various zine-bearing ores. It is evident
fron the report that We have an extensive latent
resource in zine, and fthat, were ftc more important
properties worked and the product sinelted in Can-
ada, the product would fill fle Canadian denand
mîany times over. Foreign markets arc therefore
essential, and in these the world's price for spelter
imust be met.

"The 'Report of the Zinc Commission' plainly in-
dientes thiat, witih spelter at not above 5 cents per lb.,
and without conditions considerably more in our
favour than they aire now, lte zinc mining and smuelt-
ing industry, if unaided, must develop but slowly.
If it can be fostered and well established, wlien prices
of thte netal aire higli as at present, we believe it
quite probable it wmill become so well entrencied as
to be able to live througit periods of lower ranges of
price. Now is lte time for help."

Regarding the prospect of assistance being givena
this industry, the following press despatch, sent from
Ottawa on Decenber 31, will serve to indicate the
position at that date:

'F. J. Deane of Nelson, British Columbia, who
witi W. C. Dalgleish has been here for sone time
past in connection with a proposed bounty for the
encouragement of tue zinc industry in British Ce-
lumbia, had a long conaferenace this morning with the
finance mninister, Ion. W. S. Fielding, and lion.
William Temnpleiman, in reference thtereto. Tie mat-
ter was fully disenssed, Mr. Fielding evincing a cor.
(ial interest and pronising to give the project thor.
ough consideration at a later date, wien Mr. Deane
shall be in a position to present data not as yet avail-
able. Further discussion of the subject with the
finance minister will be, deferred for ai few weeks,
lis time just now being fully occupied with tue tariff,
and the subject being one that can be taken up more
conveniently later in thei session. Whiilst Mr. Field-
ing did not hiesitate te express lis anxiety to assist
in every way possible the ining industry in British
Colunbia, lie pointed ont plainly tiat there is now
prevalent a feeling of hostility te bounties, and thtat
it would be necessary to establisi a very strong case
li order to secure aid of this nature."

A press despatch lately received from Ottawa
states tiat Hon. Win. Templeman is greatly inter-
ested in the movement to establish the zinc industry
on a profitable basis in British Columbia, and will
lend his hearty support to any proper effort in that
direction.


