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ted river cart—~involhving a fournay of
more than two hundred .niles, over
roads at thmes well nigh impassable,

Winnipeg btank clearimgs cousidered
the trude Larometer of the country
have increased with {eaps and Lounds,
having. almost doubled withie the past
five ycars. The [ollowing ligures will
Llustrate the steady anaui increase:

TEDY v e e e eee e aee entd O1,5480,G48

IBOD o w0 e e e e e 55,873,630
189G « v v e e e vee o G:4,00106,01008
I8UT cr v e eee e e e o 84,156,000
1898 o v e e e e eee e 1,074,325
1899 & 0 e e e e e e 107,786,811

Winuipey clearings are  the  third

jarges. 1 the Lominion, Leings exceed-
cd only by Mouireai and Toronto.

The aport ami mmport trase of the
Ilomluior also shows a wonderful in-
crease. The imports gurlng the past
six monthe increase by $11,736,525,
and thie exports by $10,%90,772 as com-
pitred with the saime period of i80S,
An aggrepate fuerease of over
000,006, Tn practicaiiy cevery branceh
o trade the feeling appears w  be
one oi satisfaction with present «~on-
ditiong. ane when after strking Can-
ada'y commereial  trial  kalance for
1590 the result is found to v greater
cxports anc imports, increased aank
clearings  activity in trade, heatthier
businces generally, greater prosperity
and iu fact imnproved conditions every-
wliere, thep are we certainly sustified
in having almost unbticunded confidenve
in the future  From ithe producer, the
werchant aad the manzfacturer coanes
the same cheerfal  tidings, and does
the bright picturs I have rawn fade
with thie yéar just piesed 2: ifar from
iv. for 7 firmly Lclieve that with this
thie opening of 1900, sunposed by many
to L¢ the advent of a new centnry,
the  prospects were never brighter,
never more cncourgying.

But. with ali this glowing pirosperity
and the hopefut outlook for the [fu.
ture, lot us not run away with  the
idea that wo have at last discovered
e method of turning everything we
touch into gold. For on the principlo
that ‘one swallow does not make o
summer,” neither does one or £ wo ol
years mean ceverlasting prosperity. Let
ue rather coatinuo ta exercise every
possible caro in the conduct of our bus.
incss, and not, when a margla appeurs
o1 the right side, to at once piunge
into gpeculativo ventures, only regret.
ting having doune so whon in exdenvosr-
Ing o realizo on equitles, fondly treas.
urcd as assets, they are found unne.
gotialle and practically valueless.

Clicap monoy his done much to build
up Western Canada, and develop  its
varcd resources. Chenp muney  in
avundance is still required. Will the
war i South Afriza matertaily affect
cur position in this respeet .? Already
tiere is aslight tightening teandency
noticcable. That this, however, is but
tempoerary, wo have as least some rea.
sonabie grounds for hope.

C. I>. STATION.
That tiie patrons of the Canadian
daclic rathvay arc scot. to enjoy the
comforts of o thoroughly modern and
well equipped station and hotel  ap.
pears to be a practically settled {act.
That the city as a whole will largely
benefit,  both directly and indirectly
by this lmprovement must be clear te
all anc I trust that my  suceessor
mayx in his address 2 year hence o
in o position to refer with pride to
snrather monument to Winnipeg's im-
portance and another evidence of a
great corporations confidence in  the
future.
DEATII OF MEMBERS.

Durlug the past yoar two prominent
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members of  the bhoard nave passed
away. Mr. R, W, Jameson, M, P. for
the city of Winnipeg, @ man of kindly
instincts and n favorite with all who
knew him, and Mr. W. W. Cgilvio of
Aontreal, a pionecr member of the
board, whosc death Is ungaestionably
0 grent loss to the conntry, narticu.
larly o western Canada, in which he
had such unboundad confidene* and
faitls In Dboth cases suitable minutes
have been recorded.
NEW MEMBERS,

Practically no clffort was made dur-
ing the par. year to lnereate viie me-
Yership, Thie ycear, nowever, 1 would
suggest that tite advantages of lLeing
identified with tiae Leard be iaid  be-
fore those cligibie for mamership, es-

E. L. Drewry,
Reuring President Wannipgg Board of Trade.

peeiany new business firms, of which
there are now 1 considerabie number.
Solicitation shoule scarcely bLe ucees-
sary, o mere presentation of sach ad-
vautages being suflicicut.
ALANITOBDA CONTINGENT,
Under this headiag the councit brief-
ly rejeorty the fa-t g the  board
was officaially repriscnted av the de-
parture o) the Mauttulsr yolwmteers,
comprising part ol we first Lanadian
contingent to South Alrmea. "Chere is
involved in this appavently simple in-
cident, & principle sv Sreat, so  far-
reaching. aud so impartant, a8 1o war-
rant volumes belng writtea o con-
nection  therewith. A8 my rematks,
however, are supposed to icler more
particularly  to matters of local ine
teress, 1 wibh content mypsel)l Ly saying
that nothing has yet oveurrad in the
histor) of our country that will stand
out with greater prominence, v be
charged with  such  fare-reaching re-
swyts. ar Canadi's tangible oxhintion
ol love and ioyalty to the mother
jang, Involuntarily .nd chicerfully pour-
ing ouv her men aud treasure in the
defence of thie emplee and I feel that
every organized body in Canada should
place upen record s earnest and
hecarty approval of the action of the
government in promptly  furntshung
the necessary means and  to pledge
sapport t¢ any Iarther oxpenditure
that may be deemed advisabic.
STRATHCONA'S TROOP.
Before closlng those remarks Iwish
to placo upon record my high admirn
tion of Lord Strathcona for hig mu.
niticenco In furnisiiog at hiy own cost

the large volunteer coutlugent kuown
as the “Strathconn Horse,”” now be-
ing organized for the South African
war. Lord Strathcona's extensive con-
nection with western tnterests angd the
fceling that he might almost be con.
sid:rod a4 Mamtoban, gives spectal .
terest to thls most generous act,

WINNIPEG INDUSTRIAL.

1n deailng with the qaestion of pro-
gress  ang  development, one cantot
overloch this wonderlully successful in-
stitution. Its ageney in bringing to-
gether the farmers and producers of
al: sections of tite country, Ly whiclt
the interchange of ideas Is 50 greatly
faciiitated, entitles it to  every von.
sideration and suppurt.  Starting a
few ycars ago from it very -mall be-
ginning it now pousscsses grounds and
buildings valued at more than $100,-
000. Nearly $£15,000 in cash is pald
out annually in prizes, all of which
practically goes to the farmers and

stock-ralsers. .\ special cffort is, 1
understand, being made to make  this
season’y exhibition cclipse uny  yet

heic.
PIDLIC FUNCTIONS.

1t was my pleasure and privilege vur.
ing the year to represent, as nresident
ot the board, the commerclal interests
of Winnipeg on tho followling vceasions.
Opening of the grand lodge of the A.
0. U W, banquuet of same to visiting
aelegates; civic reception to the mem-
bters of the Ontario legislature; civie
reception to the National Ldltorial as,
socintion of the United States; Canad.

ian ress associntion; Winni.
ey Industrial Exhibition | as.
rociatioin opening of 1399 ex-

hibition; Caunadian Ticket Agents® as-
socisttion; anaG in a semi-soctrl way a
alitzuer o Mr. Mcellen, preskient of Lae
Northiern Pacific railway, and a lunch-
con to Sir Ifenri Joly.

The treasurer’s report will, Iam 100.
tidgent, prove very satisfactory, ex.
hibiting as it doce the lnrgest cash
baloncee sinco the board's inception.

‘To-day the board reachics its major-
ity, this being tho 21st annual wcet.
iy since the regular orgauzation of
the board and its reglstration as such
at Ottawa.

“The right man in the right place™
is an oki and expressive phrase, one
no donubt 1 have used scores of times,
but. never with a greater sense of its
pericet fituess than when I 0w ap-
ply it te the indefatigable, kimd, and
conrteous sceretary of the Loard.

The many important subjects which
present themselves in councction with
thes work of the board must be my

oxcuse  for auy 1 may have
ovierlooheda. I feel  that these
remarks have  already  passed far

Leyond the Jimit of reasonable for-
bearance on your part and without
risk of wearying you further will con.
clude by thaunking the bhoard, the coun.
cl! and sceretary for the kindly con.
sideration shown me during my term
of office.
THE JFUIDILYNT NLANKED.

On mwotion of Mr. D. K. Elliott, sec-
onded by Mr. J. II. Ashdown, 2 reso-
lution wag heartily passed, thauking
the president for his very able and
~xhaustive reporg; and it was order-
cd to bte printed and incluaded i tho
yeariy report.  Botlt the mover and
scconder spoke complimentary words
on thec comprelicnsive manncr in which
the growth of the Loard, of the city
and of trade in tke clity, and  the atle
and thorough manner in which 2he
hourd hind done its work lad been
ghotwen.



