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postage rate, that is, rcducing it front 3i2 to 14c. per lb.
*Notwithstanding the reports to tic contrary, ut is flot
belicved that the Goverrnent, will suspend Uie papier duty.

The difficulty which confronts the Governiment on this
particulnr point is flot a slight one. Tlo suspend one Item
in r tarifi arbitrarily, is a line of policy which very
fe-w Governmients would care to adopt. As to there
be;ng a combine, it is poitcd out, in opposition to
the statements printed in our last issue, that two large
mills, namiely, those at Cornwall and Georgetown, as well
ai several smialler mills, are îiot in tie association at ail and
that the Canadian market prices are not the resuit of the
association being iii existence, but are really lîighcr than
the rates agreed upon by tlîc meiibers of the association.
Thiis, according to some mindq, proves that there is no
combine, and, besides that, the pricer, of paper in the United
States at present preclude the hope or free trade in paper
brînging any immediate relief to the Canadian publislicrs.
However tlîat may be, it secms to us that tie removal of
duty on paper is a rather desperate remedy, and that the
Government could hardly respond to tue demand in this
respect. Paper-makîng îs one of the natural industries ot'
the country. It is only now beginning to take the position
which the natural resources of Uhe country miust ultimately
enable ît to take, that of a great article of e.\port to the
principal consurning countries of the world. As long as
there are tariff duties at aIl ut would seem rather extra-
ordinary to strîke at paper and leave a long list of other
articles untouched. It is a very serious matter to the news-
paper 1 ',!-.!shers of Canada. No doubt the paper milis
have endeavored to act (as fat as capitalists can be cxpected
to do) with an eye to the interests of their customers as weil
as their own 're Laurentide Co., for example, undoubi.-
edly relieved the situation by turning their machines on to
Canadian orders. The Canada Paper Co. also devoted
four or five of their machines which they usually employ in
the making or superior grades or paper to making news
print, but the price asked for news prînt made on thce:e
expensive machines is pretty highi, and there is no comfort
in being able to get a supplY of paper Ir You feed yourseil
unable to pay for it. Aliogether, unless the situation is
relieved in a short timne by somne mens, which we do flot
clearly foreseu at this moment, the policy Of protection at
a time of this kîind wili be regarded with sorte disfavor by
a vcry powerfui body of consu mers, that is, the newspapers.
While the suggested reduction ni the poýtage rate may
satisry some publishers, it is saîd others are flot going to bc
satisfied with aiîything less than the removal of thc duty,
and are going to figlit tooth and nail for that.

The postage question has conie up in the most
unexpected manner again. It is said tlîat there have been
laid bcrore the G->vernment two propositions, or perhaps
threc : To abolish the rate altogether, to reduce il, or to
levy it equally upon dailies and wceklics. There can bc no
doubi. thit the l>ostmaster.General will refuse to abolîsh the
rate altogethcr, as he doubtless feels it would be impossible
to geL ht on again if he once consentcd to its withdrawval.

The pressure is prctty strong. In addition to the daily
press, the religious publications, notably those of the
Methodis. and Presbytcrian Clîurches, are also protesting
and have passed resolutions embodying their views. As to
halving the rate, while that would be accepted iii some
quarters as a partial relier, it will not, as we have said,
satisry ail. IVith regard to the zone s>'stem, its objectionable
features seem princîpally to consist in the fact. that it is, on
the race of ît, a discrimination against one class of publica.
tions in favor of another. As a matter of public policy,
however, it is believed tlîat the proposaI to tax the weekly
press would produce s0 littie money that ut is hardly thoughit
worth while. TI:e thing is rigurcd ouit iii this way ,There
are, roughly speaking, about s,ooo weeklies in the Dominion,
and the average circulation of tliese is placed at about 8oo
copies per wcek. Only about haîf are mailed. A rougli
estîmate places the weight of the wcekly papers which are
mailed through the post nt 40.000 lb., and this weighit at
ý 2 c. per lb. would yield about $200 a week to the post
office or in the neighborhood or $io,ooo a year. For this
comparatîvely small sum it is contended it %would flot be
worth while to impose the rate on the weeklies, sceing that
the mail bags used for local purposes throughout the
country are seldom * more tlîan one.lîalf or one-quarter full,
and that the carniage of such weekly papers tha. are mailed
through the post. office does not entail the use of a single
addîtîonal mail bag. W'e understand that it is by a process
ot rcasoning of this kind that the Postmaster General
defends the zone systemt and refuses to impose the rate on
ihe weeklies.

TJIr C.I'A IrXEU'TIVL IN'SSIN

A meeting of the executive of the Canadian Press
Association was held in Toronto on the afternoon of
Frîday, May 18, to dîscuss the questions arising out of
postage and the price of paper, as weil as the proposed
reception to the Western Press Association. A lengthy
discussion took place upon the intimation given that the
Gov, ; ent proposed to relievd the situation for the news.
papers by reducing the postage rate oine haîf. The impres-
sion has been conveyed that this action would not be
officially declared unless the publishing interests were
prepared to accept it as a satisfactory move. It was
pointed oui. at the meeting that the association in February
last had passed a resolution declating itself in favor or a
fric. postage rate and the abolition of the zone systcm.
The executive, thererore, was not authorized to recede rrom
the position or the associatiohn on the zone systema. A
resolution was accordingly passed, exprcssing the satisfac.
tion or the executive at the proposed reduction of the rate,
but nîaking no reference to the zone question.

Another discussion took place upon the papermakers'
combine and what ought to be donc with rererence to it.
The subjec. was considered in ail its bearings and owing
to the very strong feeling whicli exists, both among daily
and ively publishers, owing to Uie very high pnices now
asked ror paper, it was decided to memorialize the Govcrn.
ment. A motion was ofrered and unanimously passed to
the effect tia, the executive have reason to believe in the
existence or a Canadiati paper combine, are rcady to sub.
mit. evidence to the Government in connection thercwith
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