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THE CRITIO.

The illncss of Pritnce George of Wales has given rise to a discussion on
the subject of typheid fever. It is said the Prince contracted the disease in
Tretund, tnd the dinect cause of it was his having caten oysters from the
1.firy . which 1s contaminated with the sewage of Dublin,  T€this should be
praved 10 be n cersect theory, it should put & stop to oyster fishing in those
piats ediicted by the sewage.

We are drawing very near to the festive season of Christmae, but it is
~ven mote difficult than usual to realize the fact owing to the laleness of
the geircn. It s particularly hard to make any seasonable comments
worth 1ading, but cur readers will not object to our wishing them oune and
all the best joys of the sczson,  As our publication day falls on Christmas
this year, the next Cryric will not reach tho majority of ita readers until
the festival is over, co we wish them now ¢ A Happy Xmas."”

Fire, life and accident insurances have become o well knowan to the pub-
liv that the onc: etz ng prejudice sgainst insurance of any kind has gradually
given place to more sound business ideas of what insurance really is; but
when any new leature is Introduced its novelly at once atrikes us as being a
radicul chunge iv the every day cider of affairs, and we intuitively ask our-
selves, what hext? A wealthy insurance company in Berlin now advertises
to insure clerks good situstions with a regular weekly sllowance when not
employed. The premium is moderate, and altogether the prospectus of
the company is an attraclive one, but we imsgine that the company’s agents
will Lave to keep a pretty sharp lookout, or it may be called upon for
weckly sllowances more frequently than is anticipated.

The great and cver-increasing value of land in lsrge and populous cities
~ hasa tendency to raise the height of buildings to an extent that is danger-
ous. The height of come peuple’'s ambition in this respect feaches the
dizzy attitude of fifteen or sixteen stories, if not more, and so universal has
this Jofty idea become in some American cities that regulations have to be
miade to check its upward tendeney.,  In Chicago twelve stories is to be the
Jimit, but it appears that the city council, in framing this law, forgot to
state the maxmum height of the stories, so practically builders can still
aspire to reach #s near tv heaven as they please. High buildings are con-
sidered to be detrimental to health because they darken the streets and
imp:de the circulation of air; they increase the dangers from fire 10 life
and property, and are not expedient in any way.

The werld is by no meens standing still in the matter of devising new,
ang 1t is 10 be hoped, improved methods of cceantravel,  The latest theori-
ticel imy roramert extant is the passenger * whalehack,” the hull of which
is cepsiucted in the same manner as the steamers of that name that are
being svccessiully used for carrying grain, and the passenger accommoda-
tion takes the form of a vast structute raised twenty-four feet above the
hull, azd supported on sicel cylinders through which communication is had
betws ecn the {wo distinet ports of the sleamer  In theory this is delightful,
Ttere weuld be ro smell of engines or steam, and the comforts of a modern
heto! would make the passenger department very luxarious, The illustra-
ticu, henever, pives the idea of 2 very unsafe vessel, and until it has had a
thescrhs test passcungers will prefer to patronize the * old reliable  stesmers.
Tt is eapected thal a vessel constructed on the *“whaleback " principle
would nake the voyage frem New York to Liverpool in five days.

It is piessurible news for Canadians to hear that Lord Dafferin basbeen
appointed Ambzssador to France in succession to the late Earl of Lytton.
As a diplomatist, orator, adminisirator and author, the Marquis of Dufferin
and Ava has attmped great distinction—distinction that is in a large measure
owirg to the co-operation of his brilliant and gifted wife, who stands pre-
emiuntin the arisocratic sociely of Great Britain as a hostess and enter-
taiyzr.  Lidy Defferin has just published her Canadian journal, which,
white Dl § otsessing the attraction of as great novelly as her Indian journal,
is so wehi wnt‘en and full f hie that it will be sure of cqual, if not greater,
succers with the resdiug public.  Wo have not yet finished reading it, but
50 tar as we bave gone there was no lack of interest, the chief charm beivg
the unaffected style and the sweet womanliness showing through on all
occzsions. Lhe contitued diplomatic successes of this aristocratic couple—
for 1:dy Dufierin deserves her share of credit—have attracted wide-spread
attention, and much interest is taken in their movements. It may be of
interest o our readerz to know that Frederick Temple Blackwood, firat
Earl of Duflerin axd first Marquis of Dufferin and Ava, was born in 1826,
educzted at Eton College, and succeeded his father as fitth Baron Dufferin
and Clandeboye, He began his career as a lord-in-waiting on Queen
Victoria in 1846. 1lis diplomatic triumpbs were begun in 1855, when he
was attached to the Austrian mission. In 1860 he was British Commissioner
in Syria, and entered the Cobinet as Under Secretary for India in 1864,
becomivg under Secretary of War two years later. In 1872 Lord Dafferin
was sppuinted Governor-General of Canada, and his administration of that
office showed him to be possessed of wonderful tact, persuasiveness snd
breadth of view, Since leaving Canada in 1878, Lord Dufferin has been
Bntish Minister at St. Petersburgh, Constantinople and Rome, and also
Viceroy of India.  Loré Dufferin was created an Earl in 1871, since which
tirge Ity pecrage has been raised to a Marquisate.  The latest appointments
conferrred upen Lim s that of Warden of the Cinque Ports, an office,
according 16 Camden, which was originated in the reign of William the
Corqueror, iz appointment to Paris will no doubt serve to add further
distinction to Lord Dufferin’s carecr,

The royalty and nobility of Britain will be all excitement now over the
approaching marrisge of Prince Albert Victor, eldest son of the Prince of
Wales and heir presumptive to the throne, to Princess Victoria Mary, only
daughter of the Duke ard Duchess of Teck; and all the subjects of Britain
the world over will likewise take an interest in the nuptiale of these two
young people, The fact that the match has been brought about by mutual
love, nnd that the marriage is gratifying to the majority of the British peo-
ple—as a foreign alliance might not be—will do much towards continuing
tho good feelings that has always existed bstween the Wales branch of the
Royal family and the nation. The relationship of the young couple is not
near epough to prove any objection to this union—third cousins sre not
counted at all in some famiilies—and the Qucon is said to be delighted with
the arrangement, Preparations are being made for ihe wedding to take
place on the roth of March, It will, of course, be an important eveat, and
will be conducted with stately ceremonial.  Among the general congratula-
tious that will be showered on the youthful pair who stand in such close
proximity to the Imperial throne of Britain, Canadians will not be behind
in offering good wishes for their continued happiness.

The extraordinary mildness of the season this year seems to bear out
the theory that winter will not set in until the water courses of the country
are full, I is reasonable to suppose that while the superflious moisture
remsins in the atmosphere we cannot have any severe weather, and this
year water in the St. Lawrence, ths great lakes and other main water
courses of the land, is atill low. Itis also sald that the first three days of
December may be taken as an index to the winter. If this iss0 we will not
have any cold weather at all, for the first days of this month were quite
mild—except perhaps the first, which was slightly colu, and appeared to
thteaten snow, which did not come. Oa the other haund, wise folks say
that hornets bave built their nests high ; that angle worms have burrowed
much deeper than ususl ; and that these are unfailing signs of & hard winter.
Authorities differ so widely on the subject, it would be safe 10 prepire for
the ordinary cold of winter, and lay in a sufficient store of fusl to make the
house comfortable. At any rate it is very pleasant to have the mild wea-
ther last as it has done, enabling all classes of people to make their holidyy
and winter preparstions in comparative ease. Daubtless in a few days
Jack Frost will pay us a visit, and make things look seasonmable at
Christmas. :

Whby people do not go to church is a quostion now being mooted in
England, and very different opinions are given as to the reason., One man,
singularly enough, does not go because sermons are too short. This fellow
is in the minority, of course, for the ordinary and common-place mortal
seems to préfer the sermon on homeopathic principles—* a sniff of next to
nothing in a phisl,” as it were. The truth is, many people do not go to
church simply because they do not want to. They do not enjoy the service,
and having to live rather busy lives on the working days of the weck, they
prefer to spend their Sabbath either resting or enjoing their leisure dsy in
any orderly manner they have a fancy for. This tendency of the people not
to go to church, and the multiplication of churches continually goiog on, at
first seem incompatible, but they are not really so. Few people will take
the trouble to walk any considerable distance to church, snd a very slight
derangement of the weather serves to prevent those only partially so
inclined from venturing out, therefore those who have the management of
the churches in charge feal the necessity of supplying places of worahip, if
not at every man's front door, at least not far from it, so as to induce as
large an attendance as possible. This accounts for the * missions” and
other religious institutions of the day being so numerous, but if the people
were ipspired with genuine zcal, they would be amply content with central
churches whither all the flock would repair at the proper times for service.
It appears to be a case like that of Mohammet and the Mountain—if the
people will not go to the churches, the churches are doing their best to go
to the people.

The World's Columbian Exposition, which all the world knows is to
be opened in Chicago in May, 1893, will be ac event of great importance in
many ways, and among other things it offzrs & splendid chance for a rising
post to achieve a coosiderable degree of fame. The subjectis « large one,
and if the divine aflatus should inspire any of the aspirants for poetic bays
we may have added to the great national epics of the world an heroic poem
relatiug the events connected with the discovery of America and the subse-
quent progress of civilization of the continent. The rich and romaniic -
coloring of Spanish life and conquest, and the adventures of the pioneers of
the new world, will lend themselves easily to the poet’s touch. It is not
without interest in this connection to notice that to a woman, Miss Harriet
Monroe, of Chicago, has fallen the honor of preparing a dedicatory ode for
the expoaition, The ode is to bs set to music, and will be sung at the dedi-
cation by an immense chorus, The part women are taking in the great fair
is one of its most notable features, In all depariments of art they are
strongly reprepresented, snd the probsbilities are that the exposition will
prove conclusively that genius knows no sex. As to the forthcoming poet
of the occasion, there is an equal chsnce for both men and women, The
poetic instinct of hundreds will no doubt bz stirred by the occasion, bat
few they will be whose productions will be remembered longer than a week
or a mouth. The great poets of Amcerica are passing away ; the greatestare
already gone, and others sare in the sear and yellow leaf and canoot be
expected to tune their lyres again, and we are only waiting to'lift a chosen
few who shall prove their worth to the pinacle of fame, which has places
ready for them.

‘K. D. €. Restores the Stomach to Healthy Action,
K. D, €. Acts Like Magic on the Stomach,

K. D. C. The Greatest Cuvre of the Age.
K. D, C. The Dyspoptic’s Mope.



