28

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

CARTIIAGENA.

A DAY'S BOMBARDMENT,

This is the seventh day of the bombard-
ment, and yet there is no sign of surrender.
About half-past two yesterday afternoon I
did think there was prospect of the begin-
ning of the end. The Spanish flags were
«itlideawn from Moros and Despeneparros
(which for some time have ceased to flaunt
the black flag), and the black flags disap-
peared from’ the castles. Tlie batteries on
this side delivered their fire with cruel stead-
iness'and effoct all the same; this lowering
of banners meant nothing that was known,
and could not be taken notice of; still Car-
thagena did not reply with a shadow of her
former spirit. Their was asilence, stricking
by contrast with the recent uproar, and only
made more audible by the rare discharge of
a gun. Wae ask ourselves, what can they be
doing? Rumours of the most contradictory
kind had their course—‘lhe Junta is es-
caping’’—* the long-expected revolution
within has broken out''—* they are bury*
ing the dead’’—they aro deliberating as to
the conditions they will ask before giving
in.” 'This moraing there i3 a change; the
cannonade on our side has intensified, and
there are moments when it is aa fierce ag on
the terrible opening morning, and the an*
ewering shots from the Piizy send their
echoes rumlling through tho hills just as
often and noisi’ “talaz>  ocoasionally
thunders, but : .u. app»  hat orders
have been given 10 iu2 o & preserve
their projectiles for tha fleet. Thai fleet is
idle, except for its. activity in going to Ali*
cante for coal. One report yesterday said
the Numnncia, attended by aswarm of little
steamers bad gone out; thelittle steamers,
came back, but the Numancia never return:
ed ; therefore, the Numancia must have been
captured. At this moment I don’t know
what basis there 1s for the story, whether it
is pure fiction, or liction founded upon fact.
That it is not simple truth [am satisfied.
General Ceballos (by the'bye, he is indispos-
ed) does not know much mre. [ havea
strong suspicion there is a want of combina-
tion betwoen the land and naval forces.
The gencral on {erra firma i3 not in constant
comununication with the general at sea, The
engiaeer officers of this army of operations
know their business, and do it, so do the ar-
tillery, aud their men ure behaving well;
but the intelligence department of the army
is very badly managed.

in the house where I am billoted a couple
of woe'begone women, who have escaped
from "arthigena,have sought refuge. They
are pale with mortal terror siill, and shud-
der at every cannon shot they hear, Thaese
women tell me the food in the town is toler
ably abundant, but very bad. Water, salt
and oil are scarce. The defenders of the
different positions are mixed, composed of
soldiers, volunteers, and convicts, in order,
presumably, to piy off one against the
other - When tho hring becomes heavy, the
women and children go to the arsenal for
refuge; when it relaxes they return to their
houses. Bnt all the women are net thus
faint-hearted ; some march to the ramparts,
rifle in Liund, and one notably, the wife of a
cornspleuous Cantonal. eideavours to emu:
late the ‘example ¢ » Maid of Saragossa,
by standing by her . .-'and’s eide i the
battery and fiving the gans. There is no
wse in controverting it, there i3 a fund of
mi.dire:te | heroism in the smoke-bergit city
yowler. The Spanaish Government troops
(ustructed by that eloquent apostle of cle-
mency, Emilio Cistelar). have hailed hot
ruin upon it {or now nearly a week; ever

house in the town is damaged more or less,
the streets ara impassable for fallen bricks
balconies, smashed cornices and chimney*
tops ; pieces of iron ars wrenched forcibly
from their holds and sent hissing through
the air, the Devil is playing nine‘pins in the
public squares, the hospitals are crammed
with bleeding and disfigured victims; ani
yet—in angles of masonry here and there—
kuota of four or five men, their teeth clench-
ed and their faces and naked arms black
with gunpowder, the smell of strong brandy
in their mouths [ dare says, are acting thg
heroic part, are doing all that Nelson’s stout
fellows, Drake's and Collingwood’s ever did
—are standing to their guns. And when a
shell bursts and a limb is jagged by the
merciless iron splinter,the stern, grimy,half-
drunken insurgent cries, as he falls, * Viva
la Republica Federal!” This is the story,
and if this ® not heroismof a kind, as the
dogged determination with which Tom Say-
ers, with broken right arm, stood before
Heenan was, I fear my hero worship’s tain-
ted with heathenish idolatry. Iown Iad-
mire those blacliguards—I cannot help but
admire them. In asence the right arm of
Carthagena is broken; her munitions as
many circumstances indicate, are failing.
Round shot are fired too often and the
red smoke fluttering sky*high as some shell
with too short a time fuse bursts innocuous-
ly, is too frequent. But still she holds out,
and when, to all outward tokens, she is smit-
ten he:vily and sent to earth, she plucks
herself together for the next rouund and
“gon.. :»n smiling.”” What can be the ob-
jeets o .. 3o men in holding out with such
obstinacy. There is no army outsids to re-
lieve them: the attempts to kindly cantonal
insurrections elsewhere ny way of diversion
have all failed ignobly ; they are not for con-
cessions, fcr they know perfectly well the
Madrid Provisional Government would be
only too happy to give them any. They
must have an object ; and this is whatis
said here, but that dare not be published
in Spain under the present Liberal Adminis-
tration, Hopes have been held out to
those Cantonals that if they can hold their
ground till January—one short‘month more,
and they have now held it for nigh five—
there will be a movement—a Parliamentary
movemeont, if you please—in Madrid in their
favour, It is quite possible they may be
able to hold out till January—apparently
they can get tood supplies when they please;
the bombardmant has failed, as bombard-
ments always do if the assailed party can
gat over the first few days panic; there are
enough military men in the place to know
thet a siege is a tedious undertaking, and
that the existing so called * investing’’ force
must be at least doubled before itcan be at-
tempted. Well, if the Federal Republic be
proclaimed in Madrid, as is possible, the
consequence is easily foreseen. Such of the
officers of the army as are still faithful to
this Government—though they are quite as
conscious as their cnemies of Carthagena
that it is A mere pasteboard Government—
will throw up their commands, the army
will be more disorganized than ever, and
the oae hope for Spain will bein a return to
Bourbon absolutism, and the proclamation of
Charles the Seventn. ‘The country will have
busa choice of evils—the Prince of the As-
turins is young, i3 not in the field, and the
projects of his {riends are not ripe; besides,
Spain will hardily tolerate a regency. 'lhe
choice, I repeat, is between the evil of a
olerically inspired autocracy on one side,and
a rampant radicalism on the other, and of
the two the former, in my opinion, is the
lesser. .

LJaxvary 13, ivd
Notwithstanding, I cling to the hope that
Carthagena will fall within the next fort:
night. We have now five powertul fixed
batteries in front of it, all of which ure
doing their work cfficiently—to wit, Feriiol
and Lower Roche on the left, commanling
Moros and Despeneparroz, Subillaga and the
Railway Battery more to the centre, nud tho
Piquetia or the Windmill Battery, = itis
indifferently called, to the rizght. In addi
tion to these there nre the provisionl hat
teries, one of which, of four Krupp guns,
was impudently planted under the uese ol
the Molinos work, one of the enemy’s ad*
vances, early yesterday morning. On Sun®
day afternoon I visited the staff” head-quar:
ters, close to the artillery reserve park in
the middle of the line, 1 saw two prisoners
in ciyilian’s clothes brought in with their
arms bound with cords;one was‘oll and
wasg seated on a donkey; he looked like a
dervish in the conical fur cap he wore; the
other, young and slim, was on foot. Both
frankly admitted they were convicts and
were trying to escape from Carthagena, These
worthies professed to feel very indignant «t
being made 4 public exhibitionotto the g
ing, staring soldiers. They were taken
prison,but nothing very wicked wiil bo d) o
to them. In my opinion they would be re
Joiced at the chance of changing bomb wdel
Carthagena for the deepest,darkest dungeon
of the Peninsula. While the prisoners were
the centre of attraction, tidings cume Lt
there was a sortie towards Alumbres, mu-d
there was - ~ick galloping to and fro. But
the 1 « - sortie 1s passed, and this il
not - ae 1o a:ything, It might have been
a feint to draw off attention while provisions
were being got in elsewhere. Ono incident
occurred while I was at headquarters which
13 not 50 unusual as to extort ¢co.nment here,
but whicn is worth mentioning as a sample
of the fortitude of the faithful, sober Span-
ish soldiers. A wounded artilleryman was
being conveyed to the field hLospital on a
stretcher. As he passed the groups or staff
officers and others, his eyes brightened, and
a smile lit up the wun face. * Adios, Jose I'!
said ths bey with an attempt at cheerful-
ness, as he raised his bandaged head and
moved the blanketsiu salute to a companion
he hd recoganized in the bystanders. “‘Have
you a cigarette to spare "' The brave lad's
thigh was ripped open, but he was a Lero in
his fashion, althought only one of the rank
and file, and calculated that Jose would tell
the tale of his conduct in the village they
came from. The respect of the village—his

world—for him was fame.—From the Stand-
ard Dee. 9.
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A special despateh from Berliu to the
London Hour says the commander of one ot
the German vessels seized by a Spanish man-
of-war in the Sooloo Archipelago and carried
to Manila writes home that himself und crew
were sent to prison and kept there two
months, during which time they received
very harsh treatment at the hwuds ot tho
Spanish officials. The Hour'sdespatchsiys;
—* Public feeling in Germany is much ex-
cited over the seizure of the vessels, und the
tullest satisfaction for the insult t, the Ger-
man flag is demanded.”
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