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T™HE OPERATIONS OF WAR EX-
PLAINED AND ILLUSTRATED."

(CONTINUED,)

‘io?,m Dext step 'is to consider the army,
88, in generp), collected on the main

w@sd;but as digtributed in- pgrts on several

Wh

ong ot?n hostilities begin between nations,
ﬁ"dir them at the outset almost always
a A
]):‘:arl}uw:) the other to muke tha attack.
- Alljgy Ing war against Napoleon in 1815, the
Mgy Were reduced of necessity to-await the
ihn k. because their forces, greatly superior
.p%‘;m,bers, were scattered overanh immense
9. Only Wellington’s aud Blucher's
1,28 were ready to meet the first onset.
%gWere in Belgium, and three great roads
2 the frontier leading from French for-
H‘Wel:oum th:issels, hyf either of which
weon might advance, after concentratin
.“‘f:‘! behiug, the screen of the fottresse’sg,‘:
mueglole army; therefore Wellington and
e JOF Were forced to guard all these
tig.2ues to Brussels by placing on them por-
Wepg of their forces. But these portions
t lable, each or any, to be attacked by
pm‘“hole Frenoh army--in fact, only one
"he:m“ corps was assembled at the point
Unge, Napoleon’s whole force broke in.
tomF 8uch circumstances, all which that
anm’a or any of these fractions of the Allied
the :8: could do, was to take advantage of
Fl‘en‘ct that the heads ooly of the great
rg&d:h columns as they advanced on the
ang Were available for immediate attack,
fron, dispute the advance till the French
frog should go grow in extent, by accessions
tg“: @ rear, as to be irresistible, and then
Qi bdraw with as good a face as can be

eason for standing on the defensive,

g..;ne‘:‘ﬂed. In this_way time would be
of or the concentration of the remainder
Where Allies upon the threatened line.
. ';i“, had any line been entirely ne-
Yighy , the enemy, being unopposed there,
‘f“Peg be in Brussels helore any adequate
Vory Could have time to interpose. Itis
%ieasy to understand, therefore, why an
on the defensive is spredd over a large
the;'» on lines which radiate from the point
Selsgek to cover, like the spokes of a
It s tom the nave. : .
Rdin, 20 at first so manifest why an in-
bl'ief 8 army operates by many roads; buta
*eagoncalculation will suffice to show the

: %I:eilou“d numbers, 30,000 infantry on the
L) nex“?nd over about-d miles of road;
" “Supy oy With their attendant carriages oc-
% o8 4 Miles; 6,000 cavalry, in sections of
a'u”:llowmg 11 to 12 feet of space longi:
- %0 cach horse, fully 4 miles,

If Napoleon’s army had entered Belgium
by one road instead of three, it would have
extended as follows : —

90,000 INfantry....coouveiiseneeinese 1o miles.
1 (X

20,000 CAVAITY .o oveerrnrvrrsrnsisnens 1
300 guns, ete........ue P 14 ¢
Total......... Cerreciiiiresieanay 43 miles,

irrespective of intervals between the col-
umns, of losees of distance, of stores of any
description. ‘Therefore, on a single road the
head of the column must have been march-
ing two days before the rear could have
quitted the place of rendezvous. An army
moving thus would naturally lay itself open
to defeat by a very inferior force, which, by
enveloping the head of the column, might
inflict a succession of crushing blows before
the rear could arrive on the point of action.
Aund, in fact, though Napoleon's columns
moved by three roads, the divisions in rear,
moving from the same bivouacs as those in

front, failed to-deploy-on the field of Ligny

till the afternoon of the following day.

When General MecClellan moved from
Washington toattack theTonfederates, who,
having defeated Pope, had invaded Mary-
1and, he thus replied to some comments on
his method of advancing, addressed to him
by the Commander-in Chief: “1f;”” he says,
«[ had marched the entire army (about
100,000 men) m one column along the banks
ot the river instead of upon five difterent
parallel roads, the column, with its trains,
would have extended about fifty miles, and
the enemy might have defeated the advance
before the rear could have reached the scene
of action.”

Now, we will suppose, on the other hand,
the extreme case that an army. on quitting
its bivouacs, could find separate roads for
eyery brigade, all converging on the point
where an engagement might be expected,
and all sufficiently near each other for con-
stant communication and concert. The
whole army would then be assembled simul-
taneously on the space to bo occupied by
the line of battle. In ne case, of course
(except in limited marche# on great plains),
are such facilities to be expected, but the
illustration will serve to show why an army
always marches by as many roads leading
toward its destination as are sufficiently near
to each other to admit of mutual support.

As the different portions of an army on the
defensive must unite as quickly as possible
on the line by which the enemy advances, it
is, of course, indispensable that there should
be good intercommunications, or lateral
roads, by which they can readily approach
each other. And these should not be coin-
cident with the front of the army, butin
rear of it —otherwise, if a division or corps
were pushed back by tho rapid gdvance of

the enemy, the line of intercommunication
would be broken. '

Also, if an army were advancing toward
the enemy, and using, for the sake of facil.
ity, several adjacent roads. these, however
near, should not be separated by any impas-
sable obstaclé, such as a gréat swamp, &

‘mountain ridge,” or a river without fords or

bridges; otherwise, one portion of the army
might be merely spectators of an attack
upon the rest, as happened at Rivoli, where
an Austrian column, meving on the left of
the Adige. witnessed the defoat of the army
on the other bank; and a8 occurred more
notably in 1796, when the Austrians, ad-
vancing into Italy on both sides of Lake
Garda, were beaten in succession by the
sume French army. .

Thus the line by which an army moves is
not necessarily, nor frequently, a single
road, but several roads tending in the same
direction and united by a sufficient number
of cross-roads, For instance, the French
army moved to Solferino thus :—

First Corps, from Esenta toward Solferno.

P i{ggerlal Guard, from Castiglione toward Sol-
eseco'nd Corps, from Castiglione toward Guid-
u?“(::g'rth Corps, from Carpenedolo toward Medole,

Third Corps, from Mezzane toward Castel
Goffredo.

Sardinians from Lonato
and Desenzano.

della Scoperta ; zolen-

by Madonna )onPoz-
and Rivoltella) go,

And the Austrians reaclied the sam& field

from the Mincio thus:— |

Eighth Corps crogsed Minclo at Salionze on

Pozzolengo.
Fifth Cgrps crossed Mincio at Valeggio on Sol-

ferino,
First Corps crossed Mincio at Valeggio on Cav-

riana.
Seventh Corps crofsed Minclo at Ferri on

Foresto. . .
“Third Corps crossed Mincio at Yerri on Guid-
izzolo.

Ninth Corpscrossed Mincio at Goltoon Ceresole.

Eleventh Corps crossed Mincio at Goito on
Castel Grimaldo.

Second Corps from Mantua to Marcaria on the
Oglio to turn the French right.

‘The two armies, each of which was ad-
vancing in ignorance of the movement of
the other, thns occupying on the march the
spice from flink to flank which was neces-
sary for the formation of the line of battle.

When armies approaching each other are
still many marches distant, as may happen
at the outset of a campaign, it is not, of
course, necessary that the various columns,
as they quit their own frontier, should be
within supparting distance. It is when an
engagement may be imminent that the lines
of intercammunication become of such spe-
cialimportance. Moreover, it then becomes
necessary to shorten as much as possible the
distance between the head and the rear of
each column by widening its fromt, 4
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