384

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW

Jusg Y

OUR DEFENSIVE FORCES.

———

Sir J. F, Burgoyne, Bart., bas tho follow-
ing letter in the Times . —

From the commenpis which have been
mado on the pamphlet 1 have recentlv pub-
lished on our defensivo forces U precoivo that
somo misapprehension exists respecting my
viows, which I should be glad to correct if
you will give me the opportunity.

In the first place I donot consider that an
invasion of this country with its present

means of defence would afford such chavces
of success as to render the attempt probable,
but I{ully believe that we could not go to
war at present with any of the Great Powers
without being subject to humiliations and
lossos which the high spirit of this country
would not brook for a moment, and of which
the consequonces would fall chiefly upon
the unfortunate Generals who happened to
be in high command at the commencement
of hostilities. Iam not crylng out, there-
fore, that wo aro in danger, or endeavour-
ing to creatoa ‘‘panic,’’ as every effort to
improve our defensive means is somotimes
termed ; but I wish to stato what I consider
to bo facts relative to possiblo motives and
means for an attack upon us, leaving those
facts to bo compared with our means of de-
fence, and inforrences to be drawn from
the result. Those facts aro:-~

1. That no abstinence from interferenco
in the aflairs of others, or from giving of-
fence, would save us from acts of aggression
if we are 0o weak to defend ourselves.

2. That it is perfectly possible that an
enemy may have such a naval superiority
on our own shores as to onable them to
make an attack in great force.

3. The large amount of the constantly
available, trained, and fully cquipped mili
tary forces of the leading States.

4. The small comparative amount of ours.

5. The imperfectness and ineficiency of
our reserves. -

6. The power which a nation fully prepar-
ed for war possesses now of striking a
decisive blow, and of crushing an enemy in
asingle campaign, by the fucilities which
exist of concentrating enormous forces.

The disproportion of the relative forces is
furtheraggravated by o absolute necessity
for sonding out reinforcements immediately
on the threatening of war to many foreign
stations, the garrisons of which are general-
ly on a peaco establishment.

‘I'he arrangements, then, to bo sought for
are—

1. The smallest amount of standing army
that can be considered sufficient for a basis
of defensive force, for the doubloe purpose
of saving expense and of avoiding the ab-
straction of 50 many men from the social in-
dustry of tho country.

2, As powerful, ready, and efficient a Re-
servo Force as can beformed, with as swmall
an expense and as few inconveniences as
possibia in their organization; and in pro
portion as the second requisite is porfected
may the peace establishment of the regulars
be lowered.

As regards the Reservo Force, our Volun.
{eer organization is highly creditable, asin-
dicating tho spirit of the country and
the sacrifices tho population is willing
to make for its defence; it is a forceo that
would bo highly useful for local protection
against desolutory attacks on our shores
remote from the assembled forces, for gar-
risons of forts and fortresses, and for many
detached duties, but could never be consid-
ored available for a monmuvring field force,
without alterations totally inconsistent with

the charactor of tho forco itsett.  The Mili-
tia, though subject to much moro rogularity
and control, must still oe¢ considered a vory
inforior class of troops to opposo tho rogular
forces of tho great military powers and on
ite present system can on'y bo improved by
longer poriods of assembly in time of poace;
but this would tend to produce the samo
disadvantages as in tho case of tho Rogulars
in tho ovils of increased outlny and with-
drawl of the men from social industry. A
question then arises whother this force
might not be so corabinced iwith tho organiza-
tion of tho regulars as to render it fur more
cficient, and reduce the imperfoction now
attached to both, and become a Reserve
Force of good troops, ahvays available frem
the population of the corutry. It is sub-
mitted that this might be etfected by short-
ening the period of servico n the standing
army, and transferring the men at tho end

A TERRIBLE DISAPPOINTMENT,

M. Brandimarto Saletti, Secrotary of the
Municipal Council of Florence, desired lus
hoad clork last Monday to purchase four
Icttery tickets for him, the numbers of
which ho know were not as yet sold, at £!
cach,and accordingly handed him a hundred
francnote. Theo clork, a most trustworthy

person, carofully folded the note and placed
it in his waist-coat pocket. Meeting a
friend on his way home, howovar, he utterly
forgot the commission, till next mornmng,
as ho passed thelottery office, it recurred to
him' but, alas ! it was too lato: tho numbers
his employer had desired him to purchase
had been bought up, and the list was closed
On reaching his oftico, ho found M. Salutu
absorbed in business, and he determined to
delay the confossion of his lapsus of memory

of a fow years into the Militia, with the
eventual possibility, as service in the army .
becomes more popular, of totally changing
the composition of the Militia into a body of
troops all of whom havo passed Lhrough the |
ranks of the army. For instance, to take,
an extremo case, if tho service became so,
popular that we could insure a supply of.
15,000 or 20,000 recruits annually, and tho'
men were enlisted for 20 years, fivo of which
were paseed in tho standing army and 15 in
the reserve, at theend of 20 years we would
have a trained reserve of over 130,000 men
which would thus take the place of the ex |
isting untrained Militia. This is the result ;
that wo should strive to attain, and wo
should endeavour to make an approxima-
tion to it as carly as possiblo. I donot des-
pair of such a result myself, should the
popularity of the army increase in the
samo ratio in futare as it has dono within
the last two years. As an instanco of this
1 have been informed that several men have
been lately tried by court-martial for mak-
ng false declarations in order to get back
into the servico aftor they had been dis-
missed at the termination of their first {erm
of enlistment.

The difficulty of providing troops for India
and the colonies, might, perhaps, be met by
obtaining volunteers for those services from
the home army by the offer of superior ad-
vantages in the way of pay and pensions.
This difficulty is not so great as is some-
times supposed, as foreign service is popular
with a large class of our p.resent soldiers.

In aill questions regarding an improved
Reservo Force there is ono matter little at-
tended to, but ol great importance, viz:—
The qualification of the different ranks. All
tho propositions hitherto advanced have in
view only the improvement of the private
soldier of the reserve; whereas, what is of
far more importance is a reserve of good
ofticers and non-commussiened, for clearly a
regiaent of vory inferiorly trained soldiers,
under a complement of good officers and
non-commissioned officers, would be far
supoerior to one of first-rate trainod soldiers
under inefiicient officers and non comumission
officers. The first would rapidly improve
while the otber would rapidly deteriorate.

Thedeath is announced of Str Denry Wil-
loughby Rooke, C.B, K.C,H., at the age of
cighty-seven. Ho was theson of the lato
Colonel Raoke, of the Scots Fusilier Guards,
and was cducated at Eton. e served
with distinction at Waterloo, after which
battle he was made aC.B. Heo attained
the rank of mojor generalin the army in
1830.

Sir N. Chamberlam is the first soldier in
the Indian army, snd is of vast Afghan ex-

until after the drawing. Hotherefore dived
into his own particular offico and said noth
ing. M. Saletti, howeveor, an inveterate
lottery player, was_ on tho alert, and atthe
exact hour rushed to the neaest oflice where
the pleasant spectaclo greoted him of the
four nvmbers he had selected having won
no los: than 1,800,000 francs. Wild with
delight, M. Saletti rushed home to tell the
glad news; and tho frantic excitement of
the family can be conceived. On his way
back to the Hotel de Ville ho met the syn
dic of Florenoce, M. ‘Terrezzi. whose congratu
lations were most hearty ; then Count Cam-
bray-Digny, the Finauce iliniswr, who dut
his best to calm him, and laughingly said
—+Only think ofits being you who thus
help to empty the treasury.’ Once in his
owan offico he rang. dore dead than slive
appeared his head clerkéa “Give me quics
ly thereceipt,” said M. Saletti. “Iere, sir.
aro the hnndred franed @ “What hundred
francs 2 “Do what you will with me, sir,
aend me to the galleys or the guillotine, but
I forgot to buy tho tickets."” — Morning Ster

Brotsuax axp WEeLLINerON.—~Ono day
when his lordship had driyen down to the
1Tousc in the vehicle of his own inveatwon,
which Robinson, tho coachmaker, had chri
tened after him, ho was met in the robing
room by the Duke of Wellington, who, after
a low bow, accosted him: * ] havo hitherto
lived under that impression that your lord
ship would go down to posterity as the great
apostle of education, the emancipator of the
negro, tho restorer of abused charities, the
roformer of tho law. But no—you will b
known only as the inventor of a carriage.”
«And ], my lord Duke, have always been
under tho delusion that your Grace would
be remembered as the heroof a hundred
battles, the liberator of Europe, thecon
queror of Napoleon—but no, your Grace will
be known as the inventor of a pair of boots.’
«D—n the boots, I had forgotten them; you
have the best of it.”’— Edinburgh Review

‘The officers of the Reserve flect all unani
mously declare. that the menof the Royal
Naval Reservo have taken to their duties
with surprising quickness, and show a re
markablo readiness to submif " to discipline.
The Coastguard men are weH spoken of
The time up to the start of tho fleet Wrs but
short for any opinions to ho founded safels
on such a subject, but the conduct of the
mon no doubt fully deserved the opinion
expressed.  Admirdl Dacres gave bis opint
ion on thofirst doy at sea by saying that he
never saw afiner body of men than was then
boing mustered on tho Agincourt’s quartet
deck, and ho could not say which be liked

perience.

best—the Reserve or tho Coastguard.



