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action.
tho head of the Juva’s Lossprit the American
frigato wore—ovwing to tho smoke this man.
wuvro was not perceivod till she was nearly
round on thoe starboard tack—haviug neither
Jib nor foretopmast stay sail the Java a. the
quickest modo hove in stays tho ship paying
round very slowly. At 2h. 55;m. luffing
sharp up tho Constitution discharged a
heavy but ineffoctunl broadside into the
Java's stern at 400 yards, this salute the
latter returned with her port guns as she
fell off. Immediately on receiving this fire
the American frigate wore round on the
port tack and was followed by the Java who
ranged up alongside to windward not much
the worse for 40 minutes closo action with an
antagonist which ought to have knocked her
to pieces in the sgme time. At 2h. 5Sm. being
again ubreast of each other within pistol shot
dist.ncd thoe two Frigates mutually engaged
much to thé disadvantage of the Java, who
in the couf#d of 10 minutes had her rigging
cut to nieces her fore, and mainmast badly
woundtd, and several of her crew killed and
wounded. As the only ohance of success
left Capt. Lambert determined to board, and
with this intention the Java at 3h. 8m. p m.
bore up to lay the Constitution on board at
her port main chains, but at that moment
the foremast fell driving: in the forecastle
and crushing the maindeck battery the
stump of the bowsprt passing over the Con-
stitution’s stern caught in her starboard
mizen rigging and breught the ship up in
the wind whereby the opportunity to rake
as well as board was lost. The Java being
pavtially disa’ ‘ed the Lonstitution wore
across her bov raking her with a heavy fire
which at 3h. 15m. p m. shot away her main

topmast the wreck of which with that of the
foremast rondered usecless the greatar part
of the sarboard broadside. Running past
her unmanageable and now nearly deteunce-
Iess opponent to leesward, the American
frigate 2t 3h. 20m. luffed up and raked her
on the starboard quarter then ‘wore round
on the lurboard tack and resuming her posi-
tion fired her port broadside with destructive
effect. At 3h. 30m. Captain Lambert fell
mortally wounded in the left breast by a
musket ball, and the command of the Java
dovolved on Lieutenant H. D. Clmds, who,
although being painfully wounded at the
commeéncement of the action, had remained
ondeck. At 3h. 50m.the Java had her gaff
and spanker boom'shot away, and at 4h. 5m.
her mizenmast—all this while the Constitu-
tion Iay on her starboard quarter pouringin
a tremendous fire of round shot, grape and
musketry—from the damaged stato of her
rigging having ranged nhead, and from the
fall of her mizenmast the Java having fell off]
the two Frigates consequently becarme oppos-
ed broadsidé 16 ‘broadside—the men on the
Java's maindésk rehewed the action with
great spirit, but ‘every dischargeset the ship
on fire the wreck being over her ports on
the starboard iide. At 4h. 25m, the Consti-

At 2h. 52m. p.m. having shot away |
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tion made suil ahead out of gun shot to re-
pair damages, mistaking tho cause the
Java's crew cheered and called on the Ameo-
rican frigate to return, and immediately
busied themselves to clear away the wreck.
Their first endeavors was to get the ship
before the wind —a sail was set from tho
stump of the foremast to the bowsprit and as
the voather mainyard still remaiaed aloft,
the maintack was got forward, a topgallant
mast got up and rigged as a jury foremast
with alower studding sail as a jury foresuil,
but owing to the heavy rolling ¢ the ship
the mainmast was obliged to be cut away to
provent its falling in board; this occurred
at 4h. 40m. p.m. At 5h. 10:. the Constitu-
tion Javing repaired damages woro and stood
for the hulk of thoe Java, whose cresws at once
renewed the action with great spirit, but at
Sh. 45m. p.m., full three hours and®a half
from the commencement of the action hav-
ing lost her masts and bowsprits, all her
Loats shot to pieces, her hull shattered, sev-
eral feet of water in her hold, and one pump
shot away, six of her quarter deck, four of
her forecastle and several of her maindeck
guns wsabled; the Constitution having
taken up « raking position athwart her bows
the colors were lowered from the stump of
the mainmast, and at 6 p.m. the Java was

taken possession of by the Constitution.
The loss of the British frigate in this action
tincluding the mortally wounded) were 24
kilied and 100 wounded, out of a crew includ.
ing supernumeraries of 354 menand 23 boys.
The Ioss of the Anserican frigate was 14 kil
ed and 42 wounded out of a compliment of
477 men and 3 boys.  \s it was found im-
possible to keep the Java afloat she was set
on fire and destroyed on the 3lst December.
The force of the combatants was as fol-

lows : —~

Java—DBroadside gune,. 23
Weight of Broadside, 448 1lbs.

Crew, men only,.... 354

Tonnage,....... ... 1073
Constitution—DBroadside guns,. ...
Weight of Broadside, 76S lbs.

Crew, men only,.... 477

Tonnage,........... 1533

T'his was the third Frigate action which
had ended disasterously for British interests
but not for her honor ; composed of such in-
officicnt materials the crewof the Java, jail
birds and all,shared the pluck and endurance
of true British sailors, and if they had not
been incumbered with such a quantity of
stores there can be little doubt but the con-
test would have ended differently, it was by
far the best fought action of the war,
and judging by thedamage done the Con-
stitution it is clear if even a fow more
able seamen had been on bhoard the
Java she would bave been captured as up to
a late period the fighting was decidedly
against her.

Such was the gallantry of the crew of the
British vessel that the warrant officers would
return to their duty with a tourniquet on

their shatterod himbs, well might the rear
admiral, who presided at the court martial
held on Lieut. Chads, tho survising ofticors
and crew of the Java, pay him the merited
complimont :—*1 have muchsatisfaction in
returning your sword, had you been an
officor who had served in comparative ob-
scurity all your life and never bofore heard
of, your conduct on the present occasion has
been sufficient to establish your character
as a brave, skilful, and attentive officer.”
The British navy may well be proud of
this action for tho gallantry and profecsional
skill with which'it was fought, during the
three and a half hours contest it was one
splendid series of scientific manceuvres,
nor could the nicest critic discover a false
one, no doubt the loss of the opportunity
to rake in the first instance was the cause of’
the loss of the JJava, but any one knows
that it was impossible from the time the ves-
sel was at sea to train her raw but gallant

crew to artillery practice oocupiod as they
were in sotting up rigging, stowing cargo
and otherwiso employed in the manifold
duties of s Frigate, the knowledge useful on
the battle day could not oe attained but their
conduct showed that they had confidence
in their officers and themselves.

—_——————— -

Moxtreal Vorunreers.—We understand
that, according to the service rolls of the
various volunteer corps of Montreal, that
the aggregate number of men of all arms,
who re-enrolled provious to the 3ist ult.,
and in accordance with the provisions of
the new Militia Act, does not exceed 1,500
of all ranks. This includes about 300
French Chasseurs. Although all arms of
the service are represented in tho above
yet, with the exception of a brigade of
Garrison, and a Company of Field Artillery,
which have each their complement, no
other corps were able, within the specified
time, to enroll a sufficient number of volun-
teers to approximate to the regulation
standard of the respective arm of the
service $0 which they belong. Some of the
battalions are but indifferently represented ;
but volunteers generally, admit, that were
the Government intentions towards them
freely known, and the rolls re-opened, that
little dificulty would be experienced in
corps getting their full complement of vol.
untgers. What quota Montreal will have
to furnish of the 40,000 militia required by
the Dominion, is not yet definitely known,
but it will no doubt far exceed 1,500.
Whether tho services of these partially
formed battalions will be accepted, and per-
mission granted to complete, is uncertain.
This is not likely to be definitely known,
until the return of the Minister of Militia, Sir
George Cartier, from England. Im the
meantime, the acceptance or disbandment
of enrolled volunteer corps is in abeyance—
Witness. -

RirLe Marca.—The Warwick squad that
took the first prize at the late to(llxmamenf.
at Warwick, met at the range on Saturday
}ast to shoot off for the Colonel’s Ravolver.
The day was beautiful, and the firing as will
be seen from the following score was besuti-

ful also: .. .

200 yds. 400yds. T°).
Sergt. McLeary.....43444 34414 : 38
D, Douglas.........43444 24434 37
Sergt. Westley. .. -++30443 33444 32

~—Sarnia B. Canadian.



