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The Power of the Bible in India.

by Rev. Heory Haigh, of Indis,
Aa :lﬁlr:::«{ :%n:h: :n:(tlx(:{cn:.utlig of the Britrlfb ndi’orﬂlgﬂ Bible

. Boolety, tn London, 1866,

. Jome yeura ago » man came into my study in India, bringing &
lettar of introductfon from a brother misslonary 200 milen away.
He was a thin, gaunt.looking man, one who evidently had in him
» large capacity for myeticlsm and devotion. Two yea_a before
he bad began to rosd & Bible in Sankrit at the place where my
brother m'ssionary lived, He was & great Sauskrit acholar, and
the teaching whioh hio bad, very soon bogan to find a new oxplana-
tion and a strange fulBlment in the Book which was now placed in
tishands, Ie becume an enthusisatic student, and, after ho bhad
studied for about six montbs, he proposed, on his own acoount, to
bocome an expounder of the Bible. He did not profeas to be &
Chrlstian, and he had no desire to be baptized.

Ho took tho Bible about with him wherever he went, and read
it to the people. For a long time hs did work of this kind. He
would start out without giving hi-n any warning, and stay away
for two or three months, and then anddenly return. Ho said :—

6] have been all through the south of India on this journey,
and I have stoppad at about a dozen different places. Xdid thisin
onoplace. Assoon asIgot thero I asked for the chiaf pundit of
the place, and was introduced to him, Iaakod him if he had any
paople to call togother that I might talk, and he called them
togsther—sixty of them ; and when they came, I sat down, and X
opened the Bible, and 1 began to ohant from the Biblo as we chant
from our own Vedas. And the chief pundit and the bystenders
listened. I chanted from the Psalme, and they said ¢ * What Yeda
isthat t It isbeautiful. Weo have novor heard that Veda before.
Where did you get it? I went on, and then, after I chanted some

£ the Paalma, I began to chant some of the stories of tho life of
Christ, and they listencd to me and wondered, and at last they
said, ¢ We must have that Veda,' and I have brought kome sixty
rupeos from the people of that place in order that we may send
them at once sixty Sanskrit Bibles.”

Bus he did more than that, Thors was {n Mysore a Gura who
was porhaps the most power{ul ecclesinstical potentatein the whole
of Indin., This man went to him—he had nothing on but just one
oloth throne around him--and when he cams up to the place where
this Gura lived, ho asked to be introduced to him. ¢ Why do you
went to soe his holiness?” I want to speak to him. I am a
Savakrit acholar, and I hear that his holiness is the greatest
Sanakrit achiolar living, and I should like to converss with him and
sit at bis feet.” Hs prostrated himself, and talked in Sanskri
with the Guru for a while, At last he said: ** Your holiness, 1
have a book, a Vods. X do not know whether yoa have seen ic,
bat, if you will permit me, I will chant a portipn from it,” and his
holiness granted permission, and 2o he began to chant a portion of
the Sermon on tho Mount, and the Guru listened to it as one woald
listen to new and ravishing music, and when he bad done he said:
* Can you get me & copy of this Veda? I shduld like to bave it,
and to turn to it again and again,” and the man said, * I will get
you one if you will,” and then he said, ' X]eft him, and I have
oome back to get a speoial copy for the Garun.”

Two or threo days afterward thero camo a letter from the Garu
to the man himself, and he brought the lettor with himand showed
{t to him, and the letter said :—

1 have beon thinking about that chant of yours which said

Yo must be born again,” and I should like to know.exactly wha‘
the Christinn peoplo mean by that, and how they would have
peopla born again. Will you speak to somo Christian Gura and get
the information I want ?"

And 30 thoy sat down togother, and spent the better part of ons
day in indicting » long and respectfal, but plain and cvapgelica
lettor to the higheat priest of the Hindus,

Just beforo I laft 1ndis, a native teacher brought a man to me,
who told mo this atory, that some thres years bofore a copy of the
Goapel had como into hishands. Hobsgan to read it, and be fourd
fn this Gospel the pertrayal of auch a Garu as he kad never heard
of before. His Gurus nover came to him without trying to take
the nioney out of his bhands, Ho said :—

¢ 8ir, I read and road, until I falt that this waa tho Garn thad
Ineeded, and 8o I took the idol which I and my wife had been
worshippiog for a long time, I put it out of the house, and then I
w0t up a shelf on the wall, and I have prt that Book there, and I
burn inoenso bofore that Book, and prostrate myself befors it, and
in that way try to worabip the Guru of whom that Book tells me.”

Thero was another man living away across covntry, who bad
never seen a minionary ; ko kad never aeen a native teacher g but
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he had read the Bible; ha had read it csrefully and repeatedly?
and he had adopted the Guru whom it portrayed. What was the
conseqrence? That men, heving sten how good tho Guru was,
had said to bimaslf s ¢ X must obsy this Gura ; what are hix com-
mands?” and, turning to tho Gaospel once more, he found the
command that he must bo baptir.d in the name of the Father,and
of the Hon, and of the Holy GLost, What washe to do? Hoe had’
never soen a Christian oburch ; he bad never seen the ordinance of
baptism admipatered ; but he had a way of obeying the commpnd,
and 8o, day by day, ho went down to the tavk, and, looking up
toward heaven, he said, “I bapties myseif {n the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” and at each uame
he planged into the water and camo out again. And who should
vaay that that man was not baptized from heaven? Mors than thas
he saw a command that he was to remember Chrlst’s death till He
camo, that he was to cat and drink ; and so, although ho heduever
been in o chureh, day by day he took a handful of rice, and, putting
it in his montb, satd; * This 1 do in remembrance o Chriat;"” and
drinking a little water, hq said, ** I drink this becauss Cliriat died
for me ;" and that man, though no pricat had ever put hia hands
o5 hix head, and no minister of any ohurch had ever given the
sacrament to him, that man had received the sopper of the Lord.
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Suggested Subjects of Prayer
POR THE WORLD'S CUHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR PRAYER CHAIN FOR ;897.

Jaxuary.~For the Conversion of the World.

Pray that the beginning of the new year may witness the
beginning of a universal revival of religion. Pray for a greas
manifestation of the power of the Holy Spirit throughouo the
world, and that the unsaved everywheze may be turned to Christ.

February.~tor Armenia,

Pray that Armenia may be spared farther persecution, and
that & way to prosperity may be opened to the thonsands left
destitute by the Turk,

March.—Ror Our Ohurches,

Pray that churohes may be filled with the evangelizing spirit
of Christ; that the membars may dwell together in Christian
unity sand service; thas they may loyally uphold the pastors’
hands; and that tho great mission of the church in winning men
and treining them into Christlikeness roay be fulfiiled,

April.—For Unsaved Friends and Relatives.
. Pray that the members of our own families may be won for
Christ, and tkat Christians may be faitbfal in witnessing to them
for the Mastar. Pray for the unsaved friends and relatives of
others.
Afay.—Xor the Cause of Temperance.

Pray that the drink trafio everywhers may ba destroyed, and

that all Christians may labor together for this end.
‘ June,— For Universe? Peace,

Pray that war overywhere may give way to arbitration, and
thas Christian nstions may becoms examples of fellowahip and
matual toleration.

TO CHRISTIAN ENDEAVORERS,

Chrlatian Endeavorers! Hand locked in hand,
One is your mjssion by sea and by land !

Wide a3 the world is the Goapel 5o bear,

Rich in redeeming love, freo as the air !

Christian Endeavorera! Trus to your oreed,
Strengthen your brethren, and bid them God-speed!
Wide keep the banner of freedom unfarled,

This be your motto—For Cbrist and the world!

Christian Endeavorers! Do not dolay !

Work as your Master did, *¢ whilst it isday ™!
Nor till to-morrow leave what should be done,
Ere ip the wostern sky sinks the red san.

Christian Endeavorera! Fervent in zoal,
Ring out the message with charion peet !
Yours 'tis no longer your colors to hido,
Speak for the Master, be true to your Gaido!

Christian Endeavoreral Look not behind !
Smnfth for the proaent day’s work shall yo find
Dwell not on failurcs, but resoluto bs

Still to press onward, unfettercd aad fres_

Christian Eadoavorers! Look to the goa

Seok yo no resting-place here for your acul
Christ as your Cipteln, His'word as your sword,
Forward ! and fearing not, praise ye the Lord




