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sat within the circle of the lamplight at
a little table, and bent over a book of
poems, never reading a ‘:nem straight
through, but glancing at the titles, com-
mitting them to memory, and then
reading twice or thrice those paesages
which some moretntellectual reader had
thought noteworthy, and had marked
with pencil. It was foolish, when her
husband and his friends talked farail-
farly of this and that, to bz doubtful
whether it was poem or prose, drama,
Ehilosophy. or theology. And a scored
ook was, indeed, a find I What Max-
well or his frends had pencilled it was
safe to admire. It was dull work, this
hurriedly (ormed acquaimanccship with
great aathors, but Esther was scldom
impatient, it was not her way.

Eether Blunt wat a young woman,
scarcely twenty, She was country-bred,
but had no country awkwardnces and
shyness. Her slender figure was
graceful, her head well-poised, and her
%rcz eyes, beneath their level brows,
ooked out frankly and confidingly,
with the suspicion of a smile at those
to whom she spoke. Her pretty straight
forehead was not intellectual, perhaps,
but her golden hair waved back from
it with afaultless ripple. If she was
not often witty, her smile when she
spoke was gently humourous; her voice
too was pleasant, mellow, and well
modulated, and sthe had a graceful habit
of making pleasing ruverential speeches
with an air of inevitability.

As footsteps ascended the stairs Es-
ther sat upright, suddenly attentive,
She shut up her book and put it aside ;
a dead poet, like the Bible, was part of
an education,and therefore an unseemly
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Estnex had been born and bred in
, the land of Philisia—in that outlying
) distnict of Philistia that borders on Ar
. cadia. It wa3 aland of which Maxwell
Blunt knew practically nothing. He
too had livc(Y in a narow world-—a
world intellectual, anistic, and ad.
vanced—2a world rcputed tolerant,
which 15, indeed, tolerant of all forms
of infidehiy to old thoughts, old cus.
l tome, old creeds, and only intolerant of
those fashions which time has made
. conventional and those beliefs which
authority has made respectable—~a West
End Bohemia which has no dealings

with the Philistines.

To his friends it seemed a strange,
| an almost incrzdible thing, that Blunt
should have fallén in love with Esther;
he himself was not without a humour.
ous appreciation” ofsbls own and his
friends’ surprise at the strangeness of
the thing that had befallen him. And

et,ﬁglet‘htg!'s, when all was said, it was
eat-sutptising than it seemed; Esther,
bqéiu&y&];&,h@d known no women like
heér: biad.struck the poetic, the romantic
~side.at b nituse ; she was but one of
a comemon typé; but the type. had lain
cutside his’ worid she reminded him
in a vague but pleasant way of the days
of sixty years ago-ddys he had never
before regretted—=-days when his mother
may have listened ‘gayerently, to mascu-
line opinion, and Nancy .Lammeter
was illinlormed and sweet: She was
not more womanlg than the women*he | book for acaller to find In one’s hands.
had known, but she was moré’ mybteri- | A caller wad coming now. The servant
ons; and even men of modern, eduds:{tapped gently at the door and ushered
tion find & charm in losing their. way [in'an unexpected visitor, a tall thin
zbout a woman's mind. old clergyman in evangelical coat and
He had spent a fortnight in August|tie.
in a certain little lodging-house by the Esther roae up quickly. It was nio
oewwhaf#sth.er and her mother were |often that her sweet and gracious self

r:}ug;f "';. hetethat E possession was rufiled, but her glance
- -l bid firet e, afqilajnted { there, | was startled, her manner a little con-
¥ he had ‘aaked, ber to

2§ g, fussd,

be his,,wﬁ:‘f.nl’ tete as;ihe had| ¥ Uncle William!" she exclaimed,
been,-hé had yet had time to hesitate, | as she went formard with outstretched
It was tiot that he doubted the strength | bands, “how good of you, how very
of his ‘stthcheaent, nor indeed thelsweet of you, to come to see mel’
strength of Kathet's, which she betrayed | There was just a little effort and embar-
in a thotisdidd .ways, but he was not

‘ " tassment in her cheerful tone, but she
sure how great, s barrier between them |atoned for. the effort by additional em-
their principles: ,prove. He, an|pbasis in her welcome, * How very

- AR re in his un-{goodt And when did -you come to
t ; 1hak; fns ble, marriage lend

London? How did you find me out?
-7 Yy sesvice which he

Come to the fire, uncle, this is the
held 1o benieaningléss ; -would Esther |easiest chair, I it cold out? Lon-
—Esther who had lived almost all her{don, it seems to me, is always cold, and
life in the evangelical atmosphere of & |this easterly wind is trying, Max will
little West-country parsonage, who went | be 80 sorry to have miss you—"
twice a day to church on Sundays, and| “1 came to see yov, Esther,” said
said grace before -meat, and looked |the old man simplir; but the simple
devout .in her best attire on Sunday|words had asevere significance. ' We
afternoons—would E#{her reg«a‘nlit mar- c.:ili to London last night—your aunt

L ' ¥ 23 £00- b .
Y, i Wl g?%m '134 mdlyou never wrote 1 ” said Ecther
4 5 %" 1in 'R soMTof reproach that did not de-

iy, g
greatertohint i it hadmotbssa lee b cer-
tain unconscious hirogance in> his-aitl-
tude towards the orthodox, Always, in
the background of his mind, though he
would have been'slow to admit it, there
dwelg the assumption that all the ortho-
-dax were, more or less conscious of &
Yolly(in their. faith—conscious, 'if they
- woukd: bat-tell the truth to- themselves,
thié{4hty held fast to their faith only
through some mental ot moral slothful-
ness ot insincesity, Esther's religion
seemed to, him purely, conventional—
and in this particular case he was little
at fault 3. her faith had no basis eitherin|  * Don't scold me to-night, Uncle
logical reasoning or strong emotion, but{ William, -You think ‘me 2 naughty
in those réligious observinces t6 which | child, 1 know—cnd I am naughty—
she had ‘4l het” 1ifé béen, 'Used, Helyes, I confess it. I'm sorry, you see,
could not, regard he - faith; with- entite [#0 we won't begin with the:scolding at
seﬂousnesl;she could not bring him-jonce. I have not -seen you forsuch
sell t5 aee in.it an.insuperable batrier |ages! and I'm so'g/ad to see a famitinr
between himself ‘and her; But'that-it}faceagain 1" ,
night be n'buiriet K Had tried gently] “Is that:the truth?” sald the old
and tentativély {6 duggest Yo Her during [ man quistly, with a searching look:
that second week of their intimacy| Esther’s pretty upturned face flushed
before hé asked her 1o be his wite ; and|slightly; het eyes fell.  # Itis true that
any doubt he had had she Lerself had|I am giad," she said ina tone of less
removed, shyly. but emphatically, very | demonstrative delight. “I'often think
eagerly, ~ Before he ™ had asked his{ I'hould like to see people. Theyseem,
question he was sure, quite syre, about such 2 lang way away—ihe people: I
her ‘Answer, -She was 'eajer to'apolo- have always known,”
gize for all that he'found' amus-in-het The old man said nothing, THe 34t
upright in his lounging chair, looking

—3keiwas réady to agreé to all'thit be ~

desired. He overlooked one danger:|sorrowfully at Esther, and shaking his

that belief, in a mind imperfectly Togi:| head, slowly and sagely, with..a motion

ca), s "hot easily uprooted byylogical | that said more clearly than words could

reasoning . never for a moment struck  have spoken—t All this I" foresaw—
thisand more regret Is in store.

Aim ; -he< s pleased bat- scarcely
SMUARRNG - the ta¥fconversion he|ready in these few short weeks you
Mﬁ?qg?,ﬁmﬁ,,, satar 7nlroeg0t begin to look back longingly on the
ly in Septesn ksther-and he 3met, godly life you willingly aban-
were married;-and it Ooteberthey were| doned,  Poor ¢hild | poor child L
at home in Liondon. ' Esther eaught the unspoken thought.
They had been at-home & week,and | * Not that I am not happ ,' she said
in that week Blunt's friends bad flocked | hastily.  * § am-very, tery :sp S
quickly to seé his wile, and had gone! ‘*‘Happy in'a marriage G lu not
! away to talk of her, Some had called{blessed~a marriage on. which God's
her atiractive and some had called her |blessing was never asked, Esther?"
foolish, but those who called her fool-{said the old man reprovingly.
ish half repented of their judgment.] *Uncle, you—it is difficult for you
i After all,” they added, “shé was not}to understand,” said Esther, not raising
her eyes to the stern, sorrowful face

pretentious ; she was a_simple little
thing, Blunt might mould her as he|before her, “You mean that we were

would.” Intellectual superiority was
mollified by graceful deference, and to
#advanced ” minds her simplicity was
new and naive and in itself a charm,
Although it was generally understood
that Blunt had blundered in bis choice,
it was allowed that he had shown taste
and discrimination in his blunder. His
wife would do.

A week ago Blunthad brought Esther
home' from their honeymoon. This
October evening was the first evening
she had been lefialone.  She was mak-
ing good. use of het lelsure moments,
She way readinﬁ; npt idly for pleasute,
but intéhtly with'earhest purpose, She

uch “regretted his neglect. “We
should have been 3o glad to have you!
And where is Aunt Mary? ow
strange it seems—and natural—to see
you aguint Aad why didn't Aunt
Mary come too ?¥

“It was my wish to see you and to
speak to you first, alone,” said the old
man gravely and precisely, *Thete
were one of two things, Esther, that 1
felt it my dutf to sayto you, I could
not rest until I had.'performed that
duty. I came to London purposel
ta seek you out and .say those thinge.”

not married in church—-and that is
true, Max—Max did not think that
wicked. He thinks—differently—dit-
ferently from you and church people
sbout things, The religious service
meant nothing, he said, to him.”

“ And to you P~=nothing too 2"

Esther sat like a reproved and guilty
child, and why silent. Her fingens
were busy hfing nervousty with the
soft silken girdle which was loose about
her waist, and she was careful not to
meet her uncle’s glance, She hadoften
in imagination besn through some such
intétview as thiy, but inthe imaginary
intetviews she had behaved with a seli-

hearer into believing that she [*
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portune moment, too, she remembered | Yather, to the ignorant, the Gentiles, . 61160 Work'
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pared roads, commerce, and 2 settled
goveenment for the protection and
spread of the new Gospel, The Greek
language was spoken almost every-
where, and this “greatly assisted the
missionaries. It was a time of peace.
It was a time of great intellectual ac-
tivity.

The Roman Empire had.a ula.
tion of 12c,000,000. Rome had be-
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present number of Jews throughout the
world. Galilee had about 1,009,000
inhabitants’; Jerusalem, about -3,500,-
000, ¢

InTRODUCTION.~—The first ‘four ver-
ses of Luke-are & preface-to the -book:
The first two chapters haye been
called the Gosped 6 tAe Inufunty. 1In to-
day's lesson we have_the first dawning
rays,of the new era of the Kingdom of
God.

Herrs OvER -HARD PLACES.«~5.
In the days of Herod ; Hetod the Great,
the first of the Hetods, He died a few
months alter Christ was botn, about a

ear and.a balf after the date of this
esson,  Zacharias; Greek form of
Zacharish (*remembered by Jehorvah”).
Nothing is known of him beyond what
is said here, A certain priet. The
priests were all descended from Aaron
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ie, of Abijah. The eighth of the 24
courses, into which the priests who pet-
formed the -temple services were di-
vided. Each course ministered a week
at & time, twice each year., 6. Right-
cons before God: In His llﬁhl’. truly
good at heart, and not merely in out-
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daily sacrificé and the incense, etc.
Order of his coxrse: The 24 courses
tetved in & regular order, one after an-
other. His was the eighth. 9. His
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