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G;OIYS bOOMS AND MAN'S.

At the> very begiuning of huinan life on the earth we
encounter the riddle of divine providence. We are
told ini Genesis thali the Lord G;"od inade coat, o! skine
for Adam and Eve, and clothed thoni. There ie no
reason to suppose that titis manufacture of clothing was
by other hands than thoseo f the first pair. The niean-
in-, of the staternent is the sanie as that in Christ's ap-
peal, "Shal lie flot alsu clothe you, 0 ye of littie
fiiith?" Christ's reference to the grass of the field is
suggestive in a too-often-nieglectcd soes; for the grass
of the field doce clothe itsolf by the ongroitg of its vi-
tal uperations. These grassy spiltiers and iveavers of
the soft and gay fabrice that surpass Soloitnon's glOcry
in richness and bsauty do the work ivhich Christ says
that Crod dos. The flowes of the field clothe thora-
selves; and yet it le trure that God clothes thera. Adamn
and Eve clothed theinselves; and yet it le true that
God clothecl thsm. We clothe onreelves; arnd yet it iB
alao truc that God clethes us. If we cati rendl the rid
die straight, wse shall nover have any more trouble
about the fact that there ie a divine providence in the
earth.

Let us begiin with the grass of te field. Elere no
question of volition seeme Wo trouble our thoughit. \Ve
seo tit> grass gretn ing by the employnient of iLs vital
pewerB upon materiais iii eartit, %vater or air. WTe
know that withouï titis vital activity in the plant it, wil
net bs clothed; but "'s alec know that t.hs plant dos
not inake eartb, shower or sunshinc. God niade antd
niakes thee, and hse mnade and niakes te plant capa-i
bls of usina the soil and the sunbsam. Now iii ordi-1
nary t.hinking the rain and -the light are fixsd facts, and
the plant's vitaiity the variable. factor, s0 that we at-
tend muet o titis factor when we think of iL. But wve
know lu a moment that titis vitality of the flower ie a
his thing, and th e natural forces by w'hich iý chinibe
Up ito te light a very lar-ge thing. Aud so we eau
eîuily realize the utter depetîdene of th--- plant on the
zreat weorld. froin whiose hosoni it sprin&e, où the great
sun front wvhuee goiden cup it drinks hieW Religio«n by
Christ's ioubi says, -God su cictiies tue floiver," be-
catie religion~ aflirnîs thiat te earth, main and sun are
<'od'e working. At )ne point of viev te ficîver niakes
iLs cwn giorious robe; at anutiter point of vieîv God's
hîand le seen wcaving fice robe out of other thinge
whichi lie lias made. %in iLs niodesty te lily iih cry
out, -CGod made nie," and to, a rationial soul iL wvill be
cqlu;ally chear that th> lily lias mnade itseif. Even the
dutnb tings that live by te gr-ace of God are permit-
ted atîd retjuired toî build tîteir uwn lives. 'The fit soil
lies under thitir feet; the> gr'-at sky ghuws over their
hieads; the dews and te raine f111 their littis cups.-
But titsy inuet use aIl these in accordance with naturai
laws and harmonies ini order to ]iî' upon ail titis be-
neticence of the great God.

If %ve Lurnt froni the fluiver of te field tu ourselves,
wo shail bce our personal will acting ini tis place of te
vitality of te flowver; but n'e shia also, sec titat ive
could not possibly chothe ourselves, that God dos the
gi-enter part of the work of clothing us. Theme are
two borne with flyiîîg situttles at work beforeo ur eyes.
One is God's gm-cat loni, in whicit al) the niaterial of
our clothitig are growimîg into being and beauty, that
te other boom, nman's little lecîn, inay take theti and

weave thieni into hutma garmezts. Tlhe religins

sense, keopitîg watchi of the great siîuttle of the> divine
Weaver, enys, "'God, clethss us .,2 ho clotites the grass
îvhiclm to-day is and to-încmrow ie ilot." The natural
soese, hosing sight of the nîighity lora cf God, cris
out, "Man niakes his own eicthiiiig." Botit mieîve are
trne vieîvs; but neither eau exolude the other; tlîe coin-
bination of teni inakes religioni natural and te natur-
ai religions. H1e wio %es both loome wvorking to a
common end lias befors hira the eicplanation of provi-
dence. Hle sees what God dos and cloe net do: iat
mati dose and cannot do. fle îîay imot find che meset-
ing place of tue human and divine operations, but ie
will kuew ail titat lie practicahly neede to know of Lte
relations of providence te human life.

"But thero is hiere no place for a speciai providence."
Is it net altogether special? iThe Lord God clothed
Adain aîîd hie wife. IL is liard te conie cîcîser t0 se-
cial providence than that sttenicnt in Genceis. If we
hanve justly conceived of ite msaning, wve ses ample
roem for a epecial providence for every man. Thnt
kind of a special providence is not, of couise, satisfac-
tory to people who ivatt CGod ail te thiemeelves for a
few minutes every day; but Wo broader Christiane iL le
a conîforb tu feel titat God's boouts muake dresses for the

ies, amid coata fer tuen- -for al ilies and ahi men--
einiubltaneonsiy, se that no lily need ivaut a drees, uer
any raan a coat, 'aecause God le preoccupied in dressing
othere. That ie special enougit, surely, which pute
clothing oit our backs. We know that we could flot
nînke itourselves if God's Moins did îlot play. Surely
they play for us wlîen ive geL the product cf these
booms. This le just te kinci of speciai providenîce
titat Jesus had iii view wheu hoe said, "Shah hoe net
chothe yen?" Iu life perfect modes as those which make
tite billes glericus tite Father cots ahi hie children.-
INo cite sitail lach clothing wio takes up the produet
of te great looii and iveaves it by hie iiidustry into
gartnents. Bul- there nîed nuL be (hov cati there bo?)
a special providence thiat excuses us fa-on kceping our
hutiuan loome at wcrk,.-Zicnt's Fb'ralil.

The AtlantaCvs~ttto gives the folluwtng story cf
reconstruction days lin Southt Carelia:- " A printinent
farier cf Beaufort district lad conch usive evidence titat
oe ef hiB Negro tenante iras stealing largely frein iîim.
A wvarrant iras issued for the> arrest uf te Negro, and
itis case iras breuglît for trial before a newiy appointed
Negro Justice cf the 1'eace, %wliuj sutnnmened a jury of
hie cmvi celer te pase judgnient on tite trial. The triai
%'aU a brief one,and thte evidence %vas se o)verwhehingn,
and conclusive against the defetîdant that tse Justiceè
eplit the jury eut wit.h a stateint that te case iras se
plain that iL was net necessary for itini to charge thoni
as tetheir duty. Aftem a few minutes consultation the
jury returned, and the formni annonced titat tlîey

1 hîad agreed. 'Wat is your verdict?' We flnd Mm.
I- guilty.' The anneuncemnt was a tshock o te
recui, as 31r. -- was the plaintiff. ' Yuu fools!1' ex-
cîaimed thte indignant Justice, 'go baek aîîd briug Ini a
verdic' 'greeble wid de fac's.' The astonisited jury
%vithdrew, and in a fev mtnutes again returned with
emiiing ceuntenamîces. ' Well, is yen ready i' asked
te niînhogauy-hued Judge. Yes sir; wo fln' Mmr.

net guilty, but guilty cf accusin'."
Sliten clothes are scorched renteve thte stain by pla-

ing te gaminent vhere te sun eau eluine on iL.
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