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to haIt' a, million volumes. The lî:rgcst libray iii the wvorie is tduit :LL Puis, whlîi
contains about twi and a quarter million *or books anid 1(30,000 înîuuscirîpts,
and Franîce pos3esses in addition liv'c huuidred publie libraries, toutann ZD u
anîd three-quarter million uof books. Ceriauyzii3 lias nuo less than iey-ee
large libraries, aîeiig100,000 volumes eascii, the Royal lirr it Mîuiclh,
baving somlething ov'er 900,000 V'o1umles, aid the Royal Iibrary at Berlixi over
700,000. Wie are not aeeustomned to tliîk of libriries in eoîîictioîi îith
Atistriaî-1Hiîgaiy, but it stands lir.st.1111ong aIjl the couintries of' Europe flor îiuîbers,
ham'ing no less thau live huudred and seveiity3-seven public libraries, coxitailling
lihout, 6,000,000 volumes, a, itnier wliihdi is eqîîal to about tweîîty-six books
per ie-ad for thîe eîitire population. Russia, ,jo euîparatively reent~ in its civili?.a-
tion. lias one library v'ery îearly as large 11S 010 Britishi 1îl111uî, anld stVUIn over
100,000 volumes. E ven the smnaller cotuities, like Switzerland anid 1)eniark, av
r-esJ)ee-tively eighItenilibra-ries, raîîging fromnt 40,000 to 100,0Uvoliiiies: aiîd four libra-
îies containing 725,000 volumnes. 1i nighit continiue tie lhst 01, confiines, whieh aili1
tell Uie saine story. but ivili uly menition mne utlier-,-tlie little Islanid uof Icelaîid,
poo* iii meni and mea-is, but exliibiting tu us its5 love of li as one sciemitifie
libriiiy of' 30,000 -volumes ini addition to several libraries uof general literature.
f have pur-posely ret'raiined t'rom iiientioning the Aimericauz librairies, becatise so
inany of tIiein are fanniliar to us, and because inost of' us zire zvitoîiîslied at
t'ie wvealth whîiclî lias beetn cxpeuded îîpun Uxien, tie ofidt utb leir growtli anid
thîe eiîergy witlî wlîicli tliey are eonducted. But it may %vell lie taid tlîat these
are generad librairies, wliicli by thie assistance utf the State, or- ly private genle-
ruosity are enabled to, inake immense collectioms fuir tic benielit of' readers uof
ail classes. As geîieral librairies tliey strive to cuver thîe wliole field oumîant
Kiiowledge, aîid do so more or' lcss superlicially. Eveii ini the case oftheUi Britislî
Museumi, wîe were rceutly told by a very lîigli authority, that 'lit diù îlot
voutitn more tliau ume-hiaif, or at least tlîree-fit'tlis, ut' the books hi Eîîglislî
whlîih have been iriitcd." It is not tou mnucli to say thiat the best iibrary of the
Englisli speakiiig peuple, is more or less, ot' a iia.keshiilt.. M.Nr. Btilleîî, thîe laite
keeper- of tlîe Prnîtcd books iii that library reeognii.ed t1îls, wlieil lie tcstified
before tie Society ut' Arts, "1thiat on t'ew or' nu subjects to be ivsc gtd couild
Uie Britishi M.useuin afl'ord the schiolar hiat' the neeess-ary books' Let us iiow
turiî to thme cojîsideratioi ut' societies like our- owîi aid, $e îviat tliey have
done to st;pply thec deiniaîds ot' thîcir recaders. lut Great Britauini le Royal Society
lias 75,000 volume-s, the Royal Iîistitutioîî lins 50,000, tlhe Royal lr-isli Academy
802000e the Newcastle Literary >hilosophiicai Iîistitunte 60,000, îuid. mny otiiers
witlî corrcspondiîîg iiumîmiers ut' books iii their librairies. But timese wlîile con fiuing.
tliemn to Science gcner.îlly, ce'Idenitly du iiot incet. flic wauits ut' studelîts iii speciai
sulîjeets, for we' find a Geological Societ.y's libraîry of 17,,500 voumnes and aniotiieî
uf 80,000, it Geographical ut' 2.5,000, a Staîtistici of' 27,000, aîîd mi Eleetrical
Emigiiieers ut' 100,000 volune-s, and so on1 thromgli cvery-. bramîch ut' tllm, Arts
and Sqciences. Now thimk ut' thiese and thîu ut' oui' collcction ut' two liuundrcd
anîd niety volumies ini Geology, or' ini GCogiaphîy% uft' ouir huitidred, or Stat-isties
ut'cune liumidred volumes.

The faiet is, tlîat Mi'len a student cuiters uipon a special branmcli ot' study.
lic imîds so littie to lîeip eitlicr- in our own lib)rar3' or ini. other librairies iii tlîis
city, ilhat lie is- cuîmpelled to look else.wliere for' thec iterature ut' lus subject.. Let
Iiiiî be eigau.ged upunà, say, b)otauica*l rc.scîircl, hic wvould fiuîd thiat our appareutly
large collectioni cont4iiuis perhaps onme 11iuîidîed and fit'ty 'volumes dev'otcd to thîis
sublject, anîd su wvitli evcry uthier brancleh ut' Science. The dloser the stuideut
speciauizes, the more diticult, iL is foi' hmiaui Vo arrive ait vhîat is kiiown, as a
basis upoii whieli to carry ou liis resparches. It is evident thiat ouîr hibrary,
liowever coînplaceuUly re, iaiy adiîuire iL, is as yet, but iii its infaucy. WVe nmust
not cease Vo enlarge and devclop it, every opp'sjrttuuity miust be t.akeîi to iîicu'ase
the iiiiiuber auîd preserve the Iili clmar.cter ot' its books. The council lias done
îvisely ini fixinîg tlhe limita ivitliini wlmiéli iL ouîglît to gruw. Otlîeî' instituttions
iu this citv have tlîeir owmî place Vo f111, anîd should be stiiulated by ur
ecanple. to imîcrease tlîcir xiseftuliess withiîi tlîcir uwmi limits. We inust do
more te incet tic ivauts ut' our owvm studexits, gaimiing fromi tliem suchi a
knoîvledge of ur sliortcomiu.gs, as will aid us ini buildinîg tup our col!cctioîî


