paro -"ﬂmbﬁw

0 L -

@he Catholic Reg; ster.

“ Truth is Catholic; proclaim it ever, and God will effect the rest.’’—DBaLmez.

Vou. II.‘-—No. 7.

TORONTO, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1804.

Price 6 CenTs.

Reglster of the Week,

The Pall Mall Gazelte's canard of
the resignation of Mr. Gladetono, was
only & momentary seneation. The
denial by Sir Algernon West, follow-
ing go soon after, gave the report no
timo togain any footing. Sir Algernon
wag Mr. Gladstone’'s companion at
Biarritz, and was authorized by the
latter to say. ** Tho statoment that
Mr, Gludstone has definitoly decided,
or decided at all, to resign, is untrue,
It ig true, however, that for many
months past his age and the condition
of his sight and hearing have, in bis
judgment made rolief from pullio
affairs desirable. Therefore his tonure
of oftice has heon at any moment liable
tointerruption from these cares, which
are in their nature permanent. It
remains exactly as it has beon. Ho 18
jguorant of the course which events
jmportant to the nation may teke even
during the remainder of the pregent
sossion of Parliament, and he has not
said or done anything which could in
any degree restrain his absolute free.
dom or that of his colleagues regard-
ing the performance of the arduous
duties now lying or likely to lio before
them."

The comments of the different
journals on the report and denial are
not only interesting but amusing, and
show very diversified feeling on the
subject. The Standard (a Tory organ)
gays: ¢ Its effect upon tho fortunes of
the ministry and its programme can-
not fail to be most damaging and dis-
couraging to his colleagues, They are
left virtually without a head, their
leader bolding himself at liberty to
retire at a moment’s notice.”” The
Times says: * There is no question,
however, of Gladstone’s withdrawing
just now, a fact which any person of
common sense might have reflected on
when reading tho transparently unin-
spired paragraph which has canged the
perturbation. The moment is an
absolutely wrong one. With all his
faults Mr. Gladstone bas never bean
wanting in political foresight.”

A very interesting episode of Mr.
Gladstone's stay at Biarritz was a visit
psid him by s deputation from the
Bacsque provinces of Spain, they pre-
seated him with an address of con-
gratulation on his Home Rule policy
for Ireland and alss & iwig of tho
famous oak of Guernica, set in gold.
The Basques are endeevoring to re-
cover their Jocal privileges which were
taken from them after the last (arlist
War, The oak of Guernica bringe to
our minds the closing contost between
King John and his barons. This oak
“i8 the gymbol of liberty of the Basque

provinces, 23 under its sgpreading
branches the reprosentatives of the
kings of Spain took an oath to respeot
their privileges.

. language.

1t is eaid that Mr. Gladstono during
thisvisit to Biarritz omployed hisleisure
moments in tha study of the Barquo
What wonderful power of
will, 5 man must have at the age of
cighty.four to set to work and study a
strange tongue, which is said to be
very ancient and ono of the most dif-
fioult in tho world. The Basques say
of thewnsolves ** they aro a virtuous
people, partly becausu the dovil cannot
suggest any evil to them in their ton-
gue.” Once, they say, * lie tried for a
year to learu 1%, bul gave it up as a
hopelvss task, and Las since then been
able t, hold communication only with
such Basques as go down to the cities
to learn Spanish,”

The well known Catholic journal
tho Moniteur de Rome, i3 again pub-
lighed, and is full of renowed vigor.
We learn from our exchanges the first
numbers of the new issue, were seized
for their comments on tho political
and financial situation of Italy.

The Holy Iather's Encyclical on
the Bible has created a great senaation
among the gohclars of Europe. It Las
been lauded by reviews in Germanyand

.England. Several Catholic faculties

of France and Belgium have cougratu-
ulated the Holy Father and expressed
their aczeptance of the doctrines in
that valuable Encyclical, ¢ whioh” as
a Roman correspondent says, ** puts

an end to the keen and impassioned
disoussionsuponcertaininterpretations

of the Sacred Scriptures which divided
the learned in the Catholic World.”

A rather wonderful discovery has
been made at Salemi, 1 the Western
part of Sicily. A gold coin was found
in some depch of the earth, the findor
thinking he was coming on some
buried gold miune, excavated further.
Instead of finding more coins, the
foundations of a church were discov-
ored, which was built in the fourth
century. It contained two pavements
of mosaic, one of which has Greek
inscriptions set into it, and the other
Latin. A grest many articles of
value were brought to light, some of
which have been taken to the museum
at Palermo, and others carried away
by the people of the neighboring
villages.

On Saturday the 8rd ult., the re-
mainsg of Dr. Wolff, the editor of the
Catholic Standard were laid to rest in
the Catholic cemetery of Norristows,
Ps, After the solemz-Requiem Mass
was sung, an able and fecling die-
course was preached by his intimate
friend and editorial associate, Rov: Dr.
Loughlin, Chancellor of the archdio-
cese of Philadelphis, whose toxt was,
«t The Kingdom of Heaven ig like unto
a merchan? seeking good pearls ; who
when he bad found one pearl of great
price, went his way and sold all that

ho lmd and bought it." Mntt xiii.,
45 46,

Mr, Blake in kis speech in the
Boston Music Hall for the benefit of
Homo Rulo, referring to the effect of
Mr. Parneil's labours, said: ¢ The
suffrago has been widened as Me.
Parnoll predicted. Tho masses of the
population in Britain Lave obtained a
much greator share of electoral power.
Those maszses bave been to a great
degree enlightened upon the Irish
question. But more, much more than
Mr. Parnell hoped he accomplished.
He made an alliance not only with
tho Radicals but with the Liberals,
and a combined organization, far more
powerful than he indicated, wes
achiaved when he came tu torms of
honorable settlement with Mr. Glad-
stone. The cause has advanced far
faster than it could otherwise bave
moved, and we must observe in the
futare the conditions of our successes
in the past. The alliauce between
the British and Irish democracies
has shown itself in the House of Com-
mons, where even during the discus-
gions on this very Home Rulg Bill,
when ws were constrained, as a pro.
teat against some well-meant but ill.
judged concessions, to vote in opposi.
tion to some amendments of the Gov-
ernment, the Irish Nationalists found
themselves backed by the flower of
the English Radical party in numbers
oven greater than their own. With
the DBritish democracy wo never had,
and at any rate we have not now, any
quarrel. Its mind being informed,
its heart being moved, its conscienco
being touched, it has conceded tho
justice of our clsims and is determined
to sustain them. And we, on the
other hand, looking to the claims of
natural equity, to the claims of friend-
ship, to the character and the beneficial
results to ourselves of the reforms
proposed in the interest of the British
democracy, must heartily second the
efforts to pass them into law. Thus
shall we instead of weakening and
breaking, strengthen and cement the
alliance upon which we rely, and
strongthoen the forces by whose aid wa
are to win."

The death of Mr. Georgo W. Childs,
tho world-renowned philanthropist is
keenly felt in Philadelphia. The
Standard pays tho following just tri-
bute to bis memory: ¢ Mr. Childs
was krown and honored both in the
old world and the rew, and in his own
country was recognized as its premier
citizen. Nor was it altogether the
largencss of his benefactions, but
rather was it the largeness of his
motives and the considorate discrim.

ination of his philanthropy, that com- |.

mended him so warmly to the affec.

tion and gratitude of tho public, and
placo his name so high on the scroll

of the world's philanthropists.” What

a noblo chumotor to leuvo bohmd 1 If
all men who accumulato fortunes
would breatho a littlo of tho benovol.
ence and charity of Mr. Childa there
would not bo so muoh distress and
abject poverty in our midst.

Tho Rov. A. P. Doyle, a Paulist
Father of Now York City, and editor
of the Catholic World, has written a
tract on ter. yerance, fur the Temper.
ance Pablication Bureaa, which is one
of the strongest and most beautiful
artioles written on that subject. He
8ay8 . '* The immense steeam of drunk-
enness bears duwn un its wave to des-
truction and death a vast crowd of
76,000 drunkards every year. This
stream is likencd to the great Niagara
River. Above the Falls it 13 a placid
siream and the pleasure seeking
rowers confidently push out on its

quiet waters. The ripple at the bow
ond the festive song while away the
deligltful hours as they merrily float
down the river. So the stream of
drunkenness—thesocial glass is atirac.
tive, the good-fellowship, the festive
song, the companionship :a the saloon;
all theso lull men into security as down
the stream they go, till from moderate
drinking, they get into the swifter
currents of intoxication. Some renlize
their danger and pull ashore — get
behind tho barrier the temperance
people have built along the bank.
They take the pledge or get into a
temperance society ; in its companion-
ship they find safety. But others,
heedless of peril, are getling out into
the rapids, and only when they aro
being plunged down with irresistible
force to the cataract do they become
sensible of their danger, and then it is
too late.”
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There is cvery prospect of an
immediate and sevare agitation against
the House of Lords. The fact that
they have wrecked (he three great
measures of the session by rejecting
the Home Rule Bill, by maungling the
Employers’ Liability Bill and also
thai of the Parish Councils, is telling
with tremendous force against them.
Prof. Bryce who is regarded as one of
the most conservative amongst the
mombers of Gladstone’s Government
in o speech lately, said : *If the Lords
choose to force a confliet, the confliet
must bo faced and an effort made to
olear away the bar, on which so0 many
vessels freighted with useful legislation
have been wrecked.

The Wilson Bill is not faring very
well in the United States Senate. A
series of amendments threaten to
whittle it down, so that it will be a
tariff reform only in name.

—

Rev. Dr. Douglas the well-known
Methodist preacher and Equal Rights’
Leader died at Montreal on the 10th

instant.



