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44 The glotious gospel of the blessed God,
which was committed to my trust.”—1Tin. i, 11

LookIxag at thesé words in their obvious
connection with the preceding context, e
se¢ indicated some df those great truths which
are :lx]ssm'edly believed and acknowledged by
us all.

Theré is the imjjtrtant goint that there 1s
no antagonism hetween what is calied natural
teligion (viewing it, of eourse, as in its origi=
nal purity), and the revelation of christianity.
'There is, too, the dectrine, that revelatioi,
whether éfbodied and developed under the
dispensation culled the legal one, or that call
ed the evangelical one, is essentially the satite
in design, and teaching, an:d tendency. Theve
is also to be here inferred, that the dispensd-
tion which nbw is has a 3liperior fulness and
clearness, and, as a sodice of moral and re-
Yigious instiuction, is supreme over all othed.

On such, However, a§ distinet or spetial to-
pies- for illustration—tliough important a3
truths, and, in our view, neither unsuitable
to this occasioli, not uriprofitable for medita-
Yion on the part of christian ministers—we do
hot at present-intend to discourse. -

< We shall i view thése words in their |
~ery ‘genéral subject, vis.: that the gospel, |
“Hetlavéd wnd committed to mankind, has in-*

deed a glory. And in the course of our re-
marks at this time, the triths whicll we have
outlined as suggestéd by the text’s connection
with tlte context, may more or less come in

view and be alluded to.

Tet us first vemark on the general imports
or sinipile idea of that wliich is here predica-
ted or affirmed of the gospel. In other words,
what is meant by the word glory ?  This we
intend but as a preliminary point.  *

The word glory Is perlinps most commonly
regarded as denoting something of visible
splendour—maguificence —eflulgence—beau-
ty. And 8o anything which manifests or re-
flects these phenomena, i3 looked ipon as
glorions. Such, in varied appearances and
combinations, are beheld throughout material
natave. o one can doubt it who looks into
nature’s departments, or cuntemplates the
phases of the visible creation. Who can fail
to see and to acknowledge the existence and
impress of 4 glovy hoth in the firmament above
and on the earth heneath ?  Hence we readi-
Iy and rightly speak of the glorious sun whick
emits light and gladdens the world ; or of the
glorious firthament—by day the blue etherial
sky interspersed with richest drapery, and by
night budecked with scauereg twinkling
lights; or of the glorious landseape, téeming
with many productions and adorned with
nunberless beauties, o

But in the recognition of such, few will be
found to deny that these are the indicatiods
and signatures of a glory divine, and that »
divine hand has made all these things. , Ps,
xix. 1, 2 ; Isaiah vi. 8. The flower adorning
the field—the leaflet waving 'to the¢ gentl¢
Hreeze—the dew drop plistenirig in the spay¥s



