THE CHURCH

Listen to our humble cry;
‘Hear our solemn litany,

By Thy deop expiring groan ;
By the sad sepulchral stone
Bly the vault whose dark abode
Held in vain the rsing Gon;
0 from carth to heaven restored,
Mighty, re-ascended Lorb,
1isten, listen to the cry
Ot our solemn Iftany. .
~S8ir R, Grant,
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OUR SHORTER CATECHISM.

s made with Adam, nct only for him-

kind, descending from him by ordi-
nary generation, sinned in him and
fell with him in his first t{ransgres-

N
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sion."’

That is, there is a most real and necessary
relation (1) between the Creatcr and His crea-
tures, and (2) between parents and their off-
spiing. God’s recorded covenant with Adam
revenled this relation to wan, but did not ori-
GINATE it ; for it existed by the necessary laws
of cause and effect in the Order of Creation,
including the Nature of Things and the very
Divine Nature itself. As the branch must
grow in union with its vine, or die if it is cut
off, so Adam and all his race must grow and
flourish by union with God, or perish if that
union is broken off. It is vain to argue that
Adam’s sin could not affect his race ; for if the
branch is cut off from the vine, all its buds are
cut off with it, and all its prospective shoots
and fruits. Man left the Fountain of Life and
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18in is u sad state of
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became ¢“ carnally-minded which is Death.”
And so the degenerate branch has degenerate
buds, for «like beg-ts like,"” and every race hax
a unity and solidarity like the branches grow.
ing from one stem. Nosloubt Gl is able and
willing to graft the branches into the True Vine
again ; but many men and women are so dead
in sin as to hate His Life and refuse to be
jeined again into His Love !

17. “The Fall brought mankind into a
state of Sin and Misery.” This is plain enough.
isorder ; and Misery is
the bitter train of Woes and Collisions that it
always brings and multiplies.

18. ¢ Man's sinful state consists in, 1st,

*| the guilt of Adam’s sin (viz., a coward con-

science) ; 2und, the want of Original Righteous-
ness (viz., of Divine Union and Likeness) ; 3rd,
the corruption of his whole nature (Innate Sel-
flshness or Uriginal Depravity) ; 4th, all actual
transgressions, (viz.,, Overt Sins of Will and
Action). These are painful facts. We inherit
a sense of guilty fear, an estrangement from
God, a perverse selfishness, and vicivus propen-
sities to serve the flesh, the woild, and the
devil ; namely, to indulge the baser nature in
disorderly rebellion against the higher and har-
monizing principles, But though the ¢ first
transgression” was sadly emineng in dire re-
sults, still every sin of every parent tends to
degrade the Heredity of the offspring ; so that
some races seetn to have almost }:)st the human
faculties, and become nearly brutal or diaholical.

19. ¢ All mankind by their fall lost Com-
munion with God (viz., open vision and loving

9Z 2vEsTIoN 16, *The covenant being | fellowship) ; are under His wrath and curse
i ! (viz., at enmity with God, so as to think Him
¢ self, but for his posterity, all man- angry and cursing us) ; and thus liable to all

carthly miseries, to death itself, and to the
pains of hell forever.” These are indeed the
awful fruits of the frightful Disorder called Sin.
They are too horrible for contemplation. Es.
cape for thy life ! Flee from the wrath tocowe !

20. “God did not leave our fullen race to
perish in their sins and miseries ; but of His
mere good pleasure (viz., His pure Infinite
Love) elected some (at least) to everlasting life,
and entered into a covenant of grace with them
(revealed His Divine Nature of Love, or Grace
itself, as well as Truth) to deliver them out of
their state of sin and misery, and to bring
them into a state of salvation by a Redeemer.”

This doctrine is most precious and soul-
saving, if properly understood and realized.
Yet Infidels hate it and try to make our God
appear Despotic, Partial, and Arbitrary. We
answer, Not at all. For (1) Election was of

God’s mere good pleasure, for He hath no plea-
sure in the geath of souls, even the most wick-



