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the instrumentaiity of the truth. and restît-
i g in the turning of many frtm sin to
God, and in their bringing forth mime fruits
of the Spirit, wrho.qc meork ix it ? Compare
Matt. 12: 22.33. Bcware of opposirg it in
word or q1cci. lest haply ye be found figlit.
ing against Gî.d. fleware even of siînply
ignoring it. ilemeniber that Meroz was
cursed not for doing wrong, but for doing
noîtîng; lie fougbt flot against God. but he
came not; up to lusi heip. The work is
great, let ail hclp) in it-everv leliever, anmd
flot the minister alone. ' Let 1dm that
hearcrh, may come." And let uis help eaeh
other. TIhe Master', gregt eqtite liai many
fields. Not equally ripe is the itarVest in
ail. Wlin, therefore, the grain is mropping
in soute, let the husbandmnan in ehirge ot
the oters, Itasten to aid tieir overwrought
brethren, assured that meanwlîile the sun
will flot torget to shine on their own fields.
Presently their reaping time wii come too,
and then thcir brethren will bc movezible
and more ready tt trive them needed heip.
Caution is nccded2 Yes, doubless, hut
there ii such a tbing as bcing so Cautious
as to accomplisit nothing.

The true wtîy is to work with ail our
rnigbî, uise truth as our instrument, and in
earnest, believing praver, commit &h whole
matter to God, for guidance as well ns for
success. So, too, where the gm-eat work
has not yet visibly begun, let al be carnest-
iy =ryn for it. If* earîlîly fathers wili
Potiea stone, a serpent, or a scorpion,
in answer to their childrem's cry for foodi,
still Iess will omîr Heavenly Fauher send us
what womîlî injure us wlîe;i we pray for Ilis
Spirit. Anti let us scek to put awvay front
us whntever wouid hinder Him fromt visit-
in& us. J.- F. C.

Miniaters' Stipende in the Church
of Scotland.

The foiiowing interestrng aîtaiysis of
tue Parlianicntary Rteturn@L"as to minis-
ters' stipends in te Clitureli of Seotiand
bas beemi given by one of the daily news-

ý1ereturn contains only timo e parihes

in whiclî te stipenid ie paiti by mîeans of
teinds; anti, coiiîsetpmeum:lv, doe-s flot em-
brace eit ber lthe towî elmarges, wlieh are
paid out of town fund.;, or the quoad
sacra chut-ctes. The atunîber of minis-
terial chargeq -n tue rcturn is 906, of
which 51 are bianks, the stipends flot

heing given. Tite qiuo.-tl.tocia parnsules.
siot included, nuinher 203. Tite town
parishes amount to 56 in ail, of whiehi
about 10 are ineluletias paioi by teinils.
A considerabie amotint of' interest at-
taches in the.se -days to ttic jecuiliatry
p-isition of the elergy. andi it inay he
Worth a littie trouible to tnote soine 0f th(-
prointent facts.

0f' the 855 cha.rge-.Is returncd, the
averag~e value, if WC ineluile the esti-
niatcd rentai of tie niatîe, is £340; il
we ex'clitde that, it is £314, the inansu
thiau averaging £2G. Stilil. lwiî
th(e mnatse, there are 123 chesi-, re-
turne i as wortiî lesi than £200 a year:
andi oniy 38 as Worth more than £500.
Ncither of t!îese, lîowever, fairiy repre-
sents the Church. Tite omission of tit
quoati sacra parishes reiluces the umber
of the former, and, to a lems extent, the'
latter also; while the oissqion of the 40'
town parishes. containing il Edinburgi
churches with more than £500, inate-
riaily afl-cts the latter. It happens also
that in the blanks three of tie iargest
iivin-" in the Churcbà appear-North
and South Leith anti G'ovan. Ve shoulil
be inciined to estimate that there are.
200 livings9 in the Church flot Worth
more than £200 a year, soute lîavin'.
and soîne flot baving a inanse; ani pro-
babiy 65 having, more~ titan £500 a year.
Only one charge in the Church (inclui-
ing m anse) (Eip, down below £150, but
severai touch £160; and oniy one nf
tlîoe reported rises above £ 1000, tbonghi
hialf-a-dIozen of tîtese returned, aniri
several whieh are not, border on cither
Bide of £800.

On the wiîole, the livings are better
titan have been supposed; and tliougrh no
littie hardship inust be expenienced iu
some pArishes where the s*ze of the sti-pend tloes flot bear duc coînparison iviti
that of the fainily. yet an average cotiîn-
try living in the E.;tablishetl Chureh.
even yct, must be not a bad harbour of
refuge fron the ntonîuy world. The
number of comimunicants returned teà
Parlianient last vear va-s, if w renient-
ber aright, 460,0<10; anti the numnber of'
adhierents of' ail agres 'vas estitnated at
abaut 1,400,000. MTaiking, the preilent
return, and estitmating for tue 249 i1tr-
ishes not incluIeti, the pastoral supervis-
ion of the Eqtablisheil C Iiurch is secuireil
at a cost of £ 335,9 0 t, whichi, to reduce


