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a conventional, theelogical form. wvhich was
periiaps the most common and pernicîous of
&Il, beCatise it required the least possible ex-
pienditure of earnest thougbt, and iii course of
tiine became littie better than a mechanical
proeess. WVhat wvas said mighit indecd be ail
pcrfectly true ; there rniglit be solid heads
and sound particulars, just remarks antI ap)-
prpriate exhortations, and yet thre whole
thing might be as drowsy as the grmnding of
a î)iece of machiniery. Fur this conventional
metlxod, adopting sorne approved systemi of
tbeology Jarnied every tcxt of Seripture into
that &vstem, and forced it to speak alwavs the
siame round of doctrine whether it would or
would not. No matter wvhat portion of the
W4vord was used, dt was alvays moade to conne
round to the doctrine of original sin, imputed
guilt, satisfaction to Divine justice, and justi-
fication hy faitli alone. Thus a rigid systern
carne betwveen the soul and the fresli life of
God's Word, and ail the varied and beautifual
instruction of the Bible was run into one cold
ixlichanging mould, evar.gelical ia form, but
the living power of it gone. Alan ! for the
prophets wlîo prophesied thus every one 2fter
bis neighhours, takiîî a theological reccipt
for cornponinding sermons, and rnaking ail of
the saine ing.,,redietst and ail xîfter the sane
pattern. _He spoke these things xîot; as criti-
ciging bis brethreniiin the riniistry. God for-
bid ; but because lie would say them to hisown conscience, seeing that tbiroughl the short-
cornings of hiimself and bretbren in the minis-
try. the Gosixel of Christ wau lield in little es-i
teem. Whilie larnenting that inany were 'al-
Jing away from Sabbath aw'nctities, and right
relations to the Chuirch, hie was cornpelled to
ask hiniself whether, aloxxg ivith others, lie
uns i.ot partlv to b)lane for thieir preferenee
of the floivers and the sunshine to such lier-
functory .qpeechi of divine things as3 was some-
tixnes addressed teo thein.
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ST. PAUJ.'S CIIURCII-M.NISSIONARtY M.NIF-
IXG.-Oi 'Mondai', in commuon with tire orlier
churches connected with the E'-stah)lished and
United Presbyterian Churches in Perthx, MNIon-
day forenoon service after the Communion
war. discontinucd in St. Paul's. In the even-
ir.g, howrever, a rnost tnmeresting and encour-
agxng meeting was held in the church, te -ive
the congregation informîation uponi the subject,
of niissionst and the exact gtalte and future
prospects of the various schernes of the
Church. The attendfanice was î:urerous, the
aiea being cntirely full, and even the galle-
rips being partially occnpied. T'he liev. A.
Fleming, oiniister of the church, presided.
The proceedings having been open by an ir-
pressive prayer by the Rev. Johin Wilson of
l)unning, most inieresting anti aplpropriate
addresses were delivered by the Rev. Messrs.
Rirkwood of Dunbarney, Pagan of Forgan-
denny, Smith of Dundee, Wright of Auch.

tergaven, and Wotberspoon of Kilspitndle.
Arnong the subjects treateci of by thie speak--
ers were-The importance of a sya ematie
support of misRions-the necessity of mcmi-
bers procuring mnissionary inîformation througli
the nmediumn of the Missionarqi Record, arîd
<aber missionary periodicals-the desirabilitv
of Sabbath-school teactiers, and lnynien andl
ladies, iri their doîniciliary visits, ddifusiîiig
missionarv inritell igence-and the strotig cail
for liberality on the part of aI towards% tIie
various schernes of tire Church of Scotland.
T1hough the meetings lasted two heurs and a-
biaîf, there were rio signs of impatience on the
part of the audience; and throughout there
was the clcepest înterest Evinced iii tic vari-
oue stateients irade hi' !he spea1ae-- froni
the platform. Vie have little dotib) titat the
effects (if tire meeting will he rnost benieficial,
and tend to awaken and excite a oxissionari'
spirit in the congre{-ýation of St. l>aul's. Vie
regard the Monday evening after the Coin-
Jmunion as a niost atîspieious period for sucla
a meeting, and are jg.ud to learn that the ex-
ample thus givei by the congregaticîx of St.
Paul's is to be folloived in vaîrious panisles
jwithia the bounds of the Svnod.
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IReport of Mission to Cape Breton.

Tiioucii Mr. Mý%eGregor'a Report of bis
Mission to Cape Breton, reached us too late
to occupy its proper place in the Becord, we
insert it now, rather thau. delay it another
rnonth, as we arc aware that very many of oui'
readera are anxious îo know, as much as pus-
sible, as to the reai condition and prospects of
our Church in that Island.

In accordance with the instructions receîv-
ied from ?resbytery, 1 left for Cape Breton on
Tuesday, 3rd September, and arrived at the
Strait about noon on Wednesday. Ilere 1
joined thsý other memibers of the deputation-
Messrs. Pollok & ' MclKay, who liud gone t'ai-
cher on Tuesdlay, direct from Lochaber. In.
order to overtake the greateàit possible arnouîît
of work during our short visit to the Island,
we had intendcd to take advantage of the ira-
tural division formed by the Bras D'Or Lake,
and thus while two meinbers of tire depîîtati-
on p)roceeçled by Rtivtrs Inhabitants and Den-
nia, t>, Whvcoconîagl, MIiddle River and Bad-
deck, the cther joining our missionary-Mr.
Gunni, sbould proceed by St. Pettr's and
Loch Loinond, and afterwards te Sydney and
Cow Bav, wlîere by crossing tire Blras D'Or
Lake, we îight meet again in Boulardarit or
Baddeck. aîîd se preach at the various stati-
ons among our people scattered througlîout
that portioni of the Island. Circumetances,
however, forced us in a meamure te abandon


