Luther and Melanchton, the great German
Reformers, have no less decidedly expressed
their convictivn, that Presbyterianism was
the Scriptural and primitive  syst~m,—al-
though they had no asuperable objections to
submit, for the sake of peace, to a modified
Lpiscopacy. And as for Luther, although
he was bt a Preshyter, he exercised, for thirty
years, the power of granuing ordination ; and,
on one occasion, at the request of the Electur
of Saxony, he consecrated the bishop of a
diocese,—which would have been gross ju-
consistency und presumption, had he held
such a prelate to be, by dwine right, an cc-
clesiastic of supenior order to hinself.

«‘I'he same viows of Presbyterianism as
sanctioned by apostulic practice, were eater-
taived by Zuinghus, Beza, Bullinger, Museu~
lus, Calvin, Knox and other great Reformers.
Aud these views were adopted and carried
into effect in the various reformed churches
which were founded on their prineiplas, in
Frauce, Swinzerland. Germany, [lungary,
Hulland, and Scotland.The Lutheran eharches
did, indved, consent, from motives of supposed
necessity or expediency, to adopt 2 modified
form of Prelacy. They did so. however,
with the full and distnet admission, that it
was a departure framn the practice of the
prititive churches,—holding themselves uot
bound, in tatterg of mere form and govern-
ment, to adhere, in all respects, to the apos-
tolic medel.  The same may he said of the
fathers of the Church of  England, whao,
while consenting to the establishment of
Prelacy, did not profess to cliim for it any
disine autharity.  Archbishop Cranner,
Axchbishop Usker, Bishap Jewel, and others
of the like naote among the fithers of the
Church of England, expressly deelare, that
in the times of the aposties there was no dis.
tinction  between  bishops  and  presby-
ters.  And Burnet, in his History of \he
Refortnation, has preserved a document,
bearing the signatures of Cranmer, and uf
iwelve other prelates of the Refunined Church
of England in the ragn of Heary VI, in
which it is stated, that the New ‘Testament
makes no mention of any degrees, or distine-
tions of orders, except fico,—that of Deacuns,
and that of Presbyiers or Dhchops.™

We heartily commend this little work to
our readers. \While we would have our
people abound in charity towards all, and
certainly not the least towards those sister
churches who came With us through the fiery
conflicts of the Reformation, and who have
ever since been the guardians of trae religion
in the several nations of Europe~—at the
same time we would have them thosoughiy
grounded in the Scriptural authority of their
pwn church.

Presbytery of Miramichi®

Atameeting of the Preshytery of Miramichi,
wince of New Brunswick, held in Chatham,
the 220d of November last, the Rev. Ro-
rt Sievenson, lately arrived from Scotland,
peared and 1aid on the Tableof the Pres-
tery an extract of a Minute of the Acting
mmittee of the General Assembly’s Com-
ittee on Culonial Churches, appointiag him
Missionary under the superintendence of

Presbytery of Miraniichi, and agreeing
allow to Mr. Sievenson for three years
cha sum, as with tke allggance ofone
ndred pounds currency, agréed to be fiven
 the Presbytery of Mitamichi, wauld make

a Salary of £150 Sterling. He alao
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yroduced an extract of his License frém the
resbytery of Irvine, dated the 2nd of August
1853.

The Presbytery receivéd the Rev. DMr.
Stievenson, as a Missionary within thewr
hounds ; but regardimg it as essential te Mr.
Stevensim's full usefulness as a Missivuary.,
that he should be ableto perform allihe dutis
of the Ministerial office, they resvlved to
proceed to Ins ordination with all convenient
speed.

The Presbytery, therefore, accerding to
the pracuce of the Church of Scotlaud, pre-
seribed 10 My, Stevenson subjects for an
Exegesis, a Homily, an Tixercise and Adds-
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Report as early ason forlnér yensa; but
they trust that through the kind conswdera-
tion of the public this delay, which hes
tbeen caused by an afilietive dispensation of’
’Divine Providence, way not opernte against
Ithc futude welthre of the Society.

During the past year the Society has
jadhered as closely us possible to the prine:-
iple upon which it was founded—of afiord-
g relief to the poor, by furnishing them
'with employment aud thus helping themn 1o
fhelp themselves. Besides considerable sumrs
given in dircet charity, more than 2,000

tions, a Populur Sermon, and a Lecture . garments have heen ugndc up uoder its
and appointed their next meeling to be held;superintendence ; and thus work hus been
in Newcastle on Wednesday, the 20th of.made for many wotren nud children, who
December, for the purpose of hearing these,would otherwise have been tempted to Jive

and thg other preliminary trials; and, in
case these be satisfactory, they appointed lus
ordation to take place in St. James’s Chuich,

in idleness and mendicancy-
Although it is mpossible to estimpte the

l

Newcastle, on Thursday the 21st of Decem-Precise amount of good done, the Con.mit-
ber, the Rev. Mr. Henderson to preach and,tec feel persuaded—and they are anxious
preside. to press their convictious upon the public

The Preshytery wet again on the 20th,—that the operations of this society, by
December in Newenstle, and was cons‘mutcd“m;ning up the young in habits of industry
:rlel(!ll pro ?;;iogtfsgg;g\:\; iﬁ:?ﬁ?&'gt‘lﬁzg;'and independence, txert an important
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last meeting, with which the Prcsbylcry,“'ﬂuc"ce on the 103"“"?;} of Lh.;r:.lcter Y
being highly sstisfied, they next heard Mr.,@nd that in the end small sums kid out in
Stevenson read, translate, and prove apnrliun,ﬂlls way, go farther tou'.'}rds fl‘ll‘j"1§blng
of the Hebrew Old Testament, and Greek,poverty than large suws given in indiseri-

New Testament, and being thereby savisfied
that he possessed a sufficicnt kuowledge of
the original languages of the Ward of Gad,
they then examsned him on Church History
and Divinity, and having taken a conjunct
view of his whole trials, and findjng them
highly creditable to lum, they' agreed to
proceed with his ordination, and for this pus-
pose adjourned to meet next day in St.James’s
Church, at half past ten o’clock.

The Presbytery met again in Si.James’s
Church on Thursday, 21st December, and
was constituted wath Brayer.  Afier the pre-

liminary business was gone through, 1the Rev.;

Wilthamn Henderson, according wwihe appoint-
ment of the Presbytery, proceeded to ihe
pulpit, and afier preaching o sermon from 2.
Tim. 1I. 3, ¢* Thou therefore endure hardness
a8 a good soldier of Jesns Christ,” he pot 10
Mr. Stevenson the questions appointed by the
General Assembly to be put before Ordination,
and having received satisfactory answers, he
proceeded by solemn prayerand the laying on
of the hands of the Presbyiery, 1o sct himapant
to the work of the Mipisiry 3s a Missionary
within the bounds of this Presbytery.  Afier
which he briefly addressed the Rev. s,
Stevenson, and the congregation assembled.
After the dismissal of the congregation, the
Rev. Me. Stevenson received the right hand
of fellowship, and signed the formula. A
collection was made on the occasion for
Missionary purposes, amounting to £5 7 0.
WILLIAM HENDERSON,
Clerk of the Presbytery of Miramichi.
We have much pleasure in noticing a col-
lection of £2 15 from the children atiending
St. Andrew’s Sabbath Schoo), Piciou, in aid
of the Orphan Refuge, Calcotta.

Ninth Beﬁort of the St. Matthew’s
istrict Scciety.

Tbe Commitice of St. Matthew's Dis-
trict Socicty, regret that they bave heen

prevented from rendering their annual

sinate charity.

They regard this aud similar institutions
as making up 1o sonic extent for the waus
of the fomale industrial schools which hold

'so important a place among the charities

of older couatrics, and which have proved
150 bengficial in theic resasts.

| While the Commwittee plead for a decper
linterest in the Society on the part of the pub-
tlic, they have reason i0 bless God for the
'measure of prosperity whech hus attended
‘their cfforts,~and they look back with
thankfulness upon the number of fumilics
thathavebeen relieved,—upon theindustriz}
cducation that has been given to the young,
iand upon the geod moral influcnee which hus
flowed from their intercourse with the poor.

In again appealing 10 St. Matthew's
congregation aud to the public, they rely on
the goodness of their cause,—and hupe that
they may be encouraged by hn increased
liberality. The more money they have at
their disposal, the more good they are able
to accomplish.

To i who has said: « Blessed is he
that considercth the peor,” they commend
their cause, with humble supplication, that
he may put it into the hearts of his people
to give of their abundance to their Jéss
favored brethren,—~—and that he may accom-
pany with his blessiug the efforts of this
Socicty.

[

DISTRICTS.

.No. 1. Fisitors—Alrs. O'Brien, and Mrs.
Lithgow.
No. 2. Visitors~Mrs. O'Brien and Mrs.
Lithgow.
No. 3. Visitor—~Miss Thompson.
No. 4.  Visitor—Mzrs. Juhn Hosterman.
No. 5. 1sifer—MNiss McNab.
No. 7. isidors—Mrs. G. P. Mitchell and

Miss Hosterman.
No. 8. Visitor—Mins Walls.




