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îid: solemn surroundings which give point to the judicial joke; and

the man who is able to convulse the back benches in hi s own
er- court generally finds that lie is a dismal failure as a mnere after-

dinner speaker.

lie A GOOD JoxEit--A BAD JUDGE.
ng Prima facie the judicial personage who is alwavs seeking to
a make fun (,f the case before him. makes a bad judge. Be he

lie ever so wise and impartial, his wisdom runs grave risk of being
to efTectivelv concealed from the anxious litigant whose troubles.
in either directlv or indirectly, are miade the sport of the' crowd of

~1 idiers who hang about the law courts. Did flot Lord Chesterfield
Wsay: "Humour is the property of those who possess it, and veri

IIoften the only property they have? "
n To be humourous is flot the province of a judge. Lord

[tBacon in bis celebrat-ed essay "Of judicature" impliediy, if flot
expresslyv. exercises humour on the Bencli. He wrote: "Patience

p and gravity of bearing is an essential part of justice, and an
1. ~ over-speaking judge is no well-tuned cyînbal.. .... The parts

of a ju(lge in hearing are four:-to direct the ceidence; to moder-
t ate Jength, repetition or irnpertinencv of speech; to recapitulate,

letand collate the niaterial points of that which bath been
said; and to give the rule or sentence. Wbatsoever is above
iliese is too, miuh, and proceedeth eitber of glory and willingness
t-) sI)cak, or of impatience to bear or of sbortniebl of nîernory or
wvant of a sta:,ed anil equal attention." If the element of fun
mnust be introduced wbere questions invcAving life, liberty, char-
acter, or the possession of property are at stake [et the fun c'onte
frozîi the Bar or the witness. It mav well be that sonie cases
(leserve to lc treated with ridicule, but that ridicule Fhould
flot corne frorn or be guggested l)v the judge. The writer once
heaid a mnember of bis own profession actually latigh a murder
case out of court; but that wvas donc in spite and not witb the
assistance of the presiding judge.

LIO}iTER lOUrdEs.

While judge> rernain buman-ad bitherto nu niechanical
cquivalent bas been foiind-it were impossible t'O excltldc the eie-


