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CHURCU LIFE AND W 01K.
These words inay have two nîoaxîings. Tîey

may inclutie everyting lut connection wlth
the Churcli, ber work of aIl kluds, at Home
and abroad, ail lier schemes; or they nîay lie
used- ln a narrower sense, as Including the Lile
and1 Work thiat doea not tairly conie under the
iiead of! any of the great eachemes, e. g., sucli
matters as, attendance at cliurch and prayer
meeting, family religion, the training of the
you.rg, Christian iiberality, honesty and pur-
ity in commercial and political Ille, teruper-
ance, Sabbath observance, etc.

Even In thls narrower sense, the report on
Cburch Lîfs and Work, covere a wider and
more Important field than a.ny other pres-ent-
ed to the Assembly, and It should have, If
possible, a iarger slaare of the time of the As-
sembly thon auy other matter.

Rev. P. Wright, of Portage la Prairie, Con-
vener of ths conmlittee on this Important sub-
jeet, lias, durlng the pat three years, present-
cd admirable reports, collated and digesited
!rom the reports of Presbyteries; tliese again
being made Up from the reports ot sessions;
and tiius the Lite and Work of the whole
Church le takei lab at one glance.

WIth regard to attendance &n Sabbath ser-
vices the report front aIl over the Uliurch 1s
most eheerlng; anud so long as t9hls is the caf3e
it wlll lie well for our country. As to prayer
mneetings Uhc attendauce 1s on the whole very
f aur.

Iu the home Ille, famiiy worship seems lu
too great a measure to lie d.ying out. Aiuid
so mucli to lie thankful for ln the Clhristian
activlty of our times, this Is one sad feature,
for the 'home ls in every sense the nursery of
the nation.

In readiness to devote time and gifts to
Christian ivork, there is :more or less to
cheesr. As to, the Chiristian exanîple set by our
CJhristian people, ln social and commercial
lle, there le, testimony ln the reports of near-
ly etIl tue sessions and Presbyteries that It is
0f a hlgh order.

On the wrhole the toue o! the testimony as
to the Life and Work of the Church is ful of
encouragement, wlth enough o! the opposite
to keep the Chîurch lowly in prayer that more
of thc Lîfe from on High umaj lie given and
tlîat the Ciîurch Life and Work may show
more o! the Holy Spirit's presence and pow-
er.

"'Some time ago I adopted the plan -of de-
votlng Iroru fitte4n to tiiicty minutes lu the
sarly morning to Blble-Teading and fouud it
very znuch more profitable than thec saute
time spent at niglît lu that way. But aine
you ia-ve beeu urglng upon us the Importance
o! slmply walting belore God and practisiug
his preseïnce, I have found a deeper nieanîng
and a far greater help!ulness iu my Quiet
Hlour tban befoue."-Sel.

III must buave this Quiet Hour or I cannot
live my busy Ilte truly as a ehlld of God."1

GO WORK IN MY VIN1EYARD.
Wlth regard to the rea<Iinsss of our people

to devote tUnie and glfts to Christian~ work,
to teac lai Sabba-th School, to vîsit tife slck
ani strangers, or ln efforts to rach the care-
iess and tue crimînal lu the commnity, 11ev.
P. WVright s3ays on bis report on Churcli Life
and work :

liere there are alternations of lîglit and
shadow, tiigi. ou the whole the lîglit pre-
dominates. No one ca.u deny thut the lnqulrv

15 reasonable and the test 0f Christiaulty a
legîtîmate one. Il it ls more blessed to give
tlian to receive, how mucli our people miss by
wltholdlug their band f rom Christian work.
Yet many are flot oniy falthful but zealousq;
nîay tlîeir num bers lie lucreased.

'Sydney says that the typical reply to the
question is, Imernbers as a ruls do not cousee-
crate their talents to the service of God, the
wvc'rk is i4t: to the williug fewv." Lunenburg
and Yarmouth reports that "the people eviiice
a pleaslng readîness to, use tlîclr time and tal-
ents ln Christian work,"1 thougli it la only a
very few that 'leîbark lu aggresslve work
among the carelesa ani crimineal."1 Brock-
ville bas a wide range of experlence ln tîlis
respect, "but ail bear testimnîoy to the iaith-
fuiness o! S. S. worksrs," though vlsiting the
sick ani strangeî 15s 'not s0 common or so
mueli delighted lu as It should lie."1 Montreal
lias mueli tha-t is eucouraglng, but thinks "lit
ls apparent that members, as a mIle, do con-
secrate their talents to the service of the Mas-
ter." Ottawa, Lanark and Renfrew, King-
ston, Toronto, Saugeen, and many others
speak unreservediy of our people's seal iu
most o! the departments of work indlcated.

The reply of Paris may lie regarded as ty-
pical of wvhat four-lths 0f our Presbyterles
say: "Thle answers to this question are lu
the main credîtable, aund show an increaslug
readiness on the part of our people to be lat
least outwardly active Christian workers.
leachers for the Sabbath School are found iu
sufficient numbers; visitiug the sick is well at-
tended to; straugers are generally.% called up-
ou; the careleas are souglit out and and effort
made to hring them. into better ways."1 With
tue exception of the last sentence, whlch idi-
cates more zeal lu that Important direction
than a majority of the Preebyterles have ex-
hibited,, this answer of Paris fairly indicate-3
tne condition of our Church wIth respect f0
thîs aspect of Its Lite and Work. Thiere eau
lie no doubt but a slnceee desire ho help ou the
cause that lies so near the heart that bled for
us on CalIvary, prevades the Church, and thett
a beautiful spirit o! brotherhood is belug
wrought out ln soclety as men yfeld theni-
selves up to the nobler impulses o! Christian
love.

"I1 have already found uutold blessi.ngs lu
thus, for only a few moments, shuttlng out
ail the thîngs of this lite and euterlng in4o
tube hioly place alose wlth Go>d."1
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