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« I,” raplied William, ¢ would choose to
bo Jolt Smenton.”

* John Swmeaton " questioned Charles,
s¢and pray, who in the woild was John
Smeaton,”

“ Bless me!” said George, * not know
John Smeaton? he wus a cobbler, to be
sure, and wiotea penny pumphlet to prove
how superion wooden shoes are to Gieclun
sandals!”

s Nothe, indeed ! interrupted William,
indignantly; “*he built the Lddystone Lighi-
house.”

* Oh!yes, yos, to be surehe did! 1
wonder § should turget it,” replied George.
* Ile was n stonc-mason, aud had the
honour of building avwall!  Upounty word,
AWillinm, yours is a noble ambition Wiy
Smeaton only did what any man might de1”

¢ Not so, cither, my good Julivs Cresar !
‘Fhere are uot ten men in England that could
have built that Light-house as well as
Smeaton did. Itisa noble proof of the
power and ingenuity of man. It defies the
almost ommpotent ocean itself, and the other
clements can never affect it.

<« And now, George, consider Smeaton’s
case vithout yoursoldierly prejudices.  In-
depeudently of his work being o master-
picce of human skill, its importance will not
be lessemed by time. Your conquests,
most potent Caesar! are wrested from you
in your lifetime, and your successor will
hardly thank you for exhausting your
country’s treasure and 1educing its popula-
tion, for distant empire, wich, as soon as
vou have left it, rises in insurrection, and
ulmest needs reconquering.  Lvery year
makes that work of Smeaton’s additionally
vaiuable; and ns the commerce of the
country increases, the importance of that
wall, as you are pleased toterm it, mcreases
also. There’s noi aslup that comes inta
that sca bat owes its preservation, in great
measure, to thut Light-house. ‘I'housands
of lives depend upou it; and, when I think
of it on a tempestaous night, as 1 often do,
shining outlike a star when every other star
is hidden, a blessing spiings into my hearton
theskill and serviee of that man who, when
the endeavour seemed hopeless, confidently
went to work, and succeeded,

“ But Vit tell you a story now, about
neither Julius Casar, Cicero, nor John
Smeaton, and yet toat is quite apropos :—

¢ There was acertain little city, formerly,
that stued by the sea.  Jt was very famous
at that time ; it had abundance of treasure,
twenty thousand soldiers to defend its walls,
and orators the most eloqueat in the world.
You muy be sure it could not exist vathout
caemies ; its wealth created many, and its
pride provaked more. Accordiugly, once
upon a. time, it was besicged. Twelve
thousand men encamped round its walls,

- which exterided on three sides, and 2 power-
ful flect Llockaded its fourth, wheh lay open
to thesea, The inbabitants of this httle

ey

city felt themsclves, of couvse, amazingly
insulted by such an attack, and deternsined
immedistely to drive their audacious encinies
like chinftbefore the wind, They accordingly
sallied out, but, unfortunately, were driven
back, aud obliged to shelter themselves
behind their walls, Seven times this oc-
curved, und the enemy had now been seven
months encamped there : it was a thing not
tv be borne, and a council was called in the
city. ¢ Fight! fight]’ cried the orators;
* fight for your homes, for the graves of your
fathiers, for the temples of your geds !* "Bt
in seven defeats, the soldiers had been
reduced to ten thousand, and they were less
cuthusiastic about fighting than the orators
expected.  Just then, a poor mun came
forward, and stepping upun the rostram,
begged to propose three things: first, 4 plan
by which the enemy might be much annoyed;;
second, 1 means of supplying the city with
fresh water, of which it began to be much in

need 3 third, butsearcely had he named a

third, when the impatient orators bade him
hold his peace, and the soldiers thrust him
out of the assembly, us a cowardly proser,
who thought the city could be assisted in any
way except by the use of arms.  The people,
seeing him so thrust forth, directly concluded
he had been proposing some dishonourable
measures, perhaps been convicted of a design
to betray the city; they therefore joined the
outery of thie soldiers,and pursued him, with
many insults, to his humble dwelling, which
they were ready to burn over his head,
o be continued.

Seientific Discoveries, Mr. Cross, of
Bloomfield, Somerset, has discovered a
method by which he can make twenty-four
minerals, and even crystalline quartz, The
principal agent used by bim is galvanism.
Mr. Cross says he uses water ouly to make
his voltaic batteries, and that they will act
for twelve months, without the aid of any
acids. This gentleman, whose great disco-
veries will produce a complete revolution in
science, exptesses his firm conviction thatat
no distant period diamonds, and almost every
land of mmeral, will be made by the inge-
nuity of men.

Curtous NATURAL PRoFILES.—One
side of Moel-y-gest, a hill near Tre Madoc,
Carnarvon, when viewed from the high
road at Criccieth, preseats a profile of the
human countenance, which bears a remark-
able resemblauee to the Duke of Wellington.
T'his hill is about 1,000 feet high: and the
side which presents this prodigious portrait,
fures the north at an inclination of about 45
degrees, wo that the face is turned upwards,
as if the body lay in a horizontal position
with its head raised®Bpona pillow. The fea-
tures are very distincily defined. A similar
phenomeron is found in' New Hampshire,
United States, for, formiug part of a range

called the White Mountains, is:the Profile,

Mountain, co called in consequence of ons
side of it bearing a very accurate outline of
the human face. .Awnother occurs near
Edinburgh, Immediately beneath the monu-
ment of Nelson, on Calton-hill, is o rocky
precipice of about 100 feet high: the face of
this precipice, when view from the south of
tolyrood Palace, about half a mile distant,
presents a profile in every way well prepor-
tioned, hearing a strony resemblance to the
hiero of Trafalgar,  Another instauce of the
freaks of Nature exists at Malta, in the
Lion Rock, wlich emerges from the sea to
the height of several yards, and forms a
gigantic statue of a recumbent lion, To
these may be added o remarkable stone
between Carnavon and Beddge-le-t, about
four miles from the latter ‘)lace, whiclsbears
a stroug resemblance to the profile of Piut;
ihe road passes close to 1t.—Caraarven
Herald,

Sublime Mathematical Calculation.—
What & noisy creature would a man be wore
his voice, in proportion to his weight, as
loud as that of o locust! A Jocust candbe
heard at the distance of 1.16th of a mile.
The golden wren is said to weigh but half-
an-ounce; so that a middling sized man
would weigh down uot short of 4,000 of
them; and it must be strange if a golden
wren would not outweigh four of our locusts,
Supposing, therefore, that a common man
weighs as much as 16,000 of our locusts,
and that the note of a lucust can be heard
1-1Gth of a mile, a man of common dimen-
sions, pretty sound in wind and limb, ought
to be able to make himself heard at the
distance of 1,800 miles; and when he sncezed
““his house mirht fall about his ears !”
Supposing a tlea to weigh, one grain, which
is more than its actual weight, and to jump
one and a half yaids, a common man of 150}
pounds, with jumping powers in proportion,
could jump 12,800 miles, or about the dis
tance from New York to Cochin Chinal
Aristophanes represents Socrates and hu
disciplesas deeply engaged in calculatione
of this kind, around a table on which they an
waxing a flea’s legs to see what weight it will
carry in proportion to it size, buthe does not
announce the result of their experiments,
We are, therefore, happy in being able to
supply, in some degree, so serious aw
omission.

Prine.—Pride is always a distinct thing
from real elevation of mind ; yet on some
oceasionsit appearslike it. Thisis especially
the case when it opposes another pride, aud
repels its insolence. The following anee
dote of the Bishop of Noyon is an instanc
of this kind:—A Duke and Peer of & late
creation, once expressed to him his surpris
that the Ecclesiastical Pcers shogld havwe
precedencein Parliament overtaelay Peen
adding, that the ancient Peers of the reala
kthese wergell feudal Soyereigns) tadk plac



