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tands trom Manitoba to the United Kingdom,
adist mee of 4,500 miles.  As it ix, the C. P,
ceases 10 have any interest in the grain once
i reacues Fort Wailliam,  The transportation
trom § ot William to Montreal, & the trans-
portation from Moutreal across the Atlantic,
are senavate & distinet transactions.

Such i plan would not call for any fresh
cinitl expenditure by the Dominion, The
grain steanters of the C.P would not_enter
the Welland but go straight to Owen Sound.
tt would be immaterial whether the Wellund
o- the canals below Kingston were deepened
arnet One of the most eminent witterwiy
engineers in the U.S., & man familiar with the
treat Lakes & the St Lawrence ronte, wrote
to e the other day :

e\ all know how cheaply the C.P.R.,
with its railway lines rumning from ocean to
acein, ci carry merchindise across the con-
igent =what an advantage it has over the so-
alled transcontinental roads in the U.S,,
whi i have to receive freight from, & deliver
fregrlt to, othier reads that have the hauling
dt wav across or more.  On the same prin.
ciple the C.l’.R..could carry wheat from the
place of growth in Manitobe to Fort William
& thence to Liverpool on its own steamships
from Montreal at a rate which ne other route
ar cambination of transportation interests that
tknow of could touch.  When Montreal was
cosed it could i1l biack on St John, where it
has already built up a large export business,
& which would become 2 still more important
seaport if it were the winter terminus of C.P,
occan vessels,  Givena C.P. steamship line
atSt. Johnin winter, fed with Manitobawheat,
wought to carry a great deal of the Ontario
& Quebee produce which now groes to Europe
from Portland & Boston.

« The navigation faws, compelling British
iade to be done in British bottoms, were re-
pealed lonys since as unsound in principle. 1
am sure there is no economic heresy in the
doctrine that the trade of a country should be
carried by that country’s own land & water
routes of the services can be performed by
them as cheaply as by the routes of a foreign
nation.  Lookingrat Canada ul! over, & coun-
1y of fengrth withiout breadth, with her western
provinces separated from the eastern by un-
mhabited if not uninhabitable stretches of
desert, while lying for hundreds of miles along-
side our hustling Prairie States, of which, in-
deed, Manitoba 1s the northern projection, it
seems to me she, of all countries, ought to
keep her carrying trade in her own hands if
she can.  Fora like reason, she ought to keep
her seaboard proviaces in closer touch with
the rest of the country by establishing a win-
wrport there. Were 1 a Canadiun Minister
I should not vote a dollar to a Canadian At
lantic service except on condition that it ful-
filled the ends here outlined—that it regained
for Canadians the carrving of their own har-
vt the Northwest, & promote the solidifi-
aton of the country by uniting Maunitoba to
Mentreal & St John,  In iy judgment, the
GRRC s the only siggency that can establish
Ksurcessfully operate a steamship linecapable
of doing this, simply because it alone has the
machinery to work with—a transcontinental
rad alt the way from Vinvauver & Winnipeg
0 Monteeat & St. John, affording unequalled
faalties for feeding Canadian ocean steam.
ships & for carrying the cargo from the place
of orzin to Europe at lowest cost.  The
wheat crop for export of the Canadian North-
west aumounts at present, I understand, to
20,000,000 bus. annually. If by the project
jsst outined onlv 5c. a bushel were added to
tsvalue & to th  value cf the wheat not ex-
ported- -& thatis a rather low estimate—the
mayment of a subsidy of $1,000,000 a year to
the (.1, accan line would he recouped to
Vanada 2 or 3 times over eve. v year.”
have oo idea what the views of the C.P.R.
fo are, nor, indeed, whether the scheme ad-
mits of hemg worked out or not just now ;

.

but the opinion of this distinguished U. S,
authority iz worth considering by the Co, &
by the Govermment.

Under any circumstances it is time to re-
consteuet Montread hurbor,  We should also
abolish the canal tolls & wharfage charges.
There are no tolls on the Erie Cuaal, & no
harbor dues on grain at New  York, whereas
the canal tolls on .he St. Lawrence route &
the Montreal wharfagre chirges amountto 'y
i hushel. The immense sum which Canada
has spent on the St Lawrence above & be-
fow Montreal cannot be considered well-in-
vested till Montreal is able to supply & quick-
or ocean service with lower rates, so that the
Canadian exporter may have something like
as wood a chance as his Ul S, competitor.
Anyone can sce that the west end of the har-
bor is in i hopelessly congested state. The
Grand Trunk Jas one track by the Wellingiton
bridge, the C. P, one from tiochelaga.  This
is all the access the railways have to the
whirves & harbor, & they are prohibited by a
by-law which to a stranger must read like it
it of Chinese legrislation, from moving cars
except at night.  The prime requisites of a
harbor are, first, chaanels deep enough to ad-
it vessels of the larwest size s second, such
arrangements for loading & unloading that
vessels may et in & out with the leust pos-
sible cost & delay, which, of course, plics
that the railways shall have plenty of room for
storingg, shunting & running cars alongswde
the ships. London has 10 miles of docks
Liverpool 8 miles, which have cua L200,000,-
000 ; Glasgow 6 miles, cost $63,000,000 ; at
New York the wharves are distributed over it
frontayre of 135 miles, at Baltimore of 6 miles,
* at Boston of 4 miles. The principal
wharves at Boston, the Cunard & Allan, ire
not in the city proper, but have been built at
some distance from it, on the other side of i
channel, for the purnose of providing the rail-
ways with more convenient access. At Port-
land the wharves are spread over a frontage
of 8,000 ft. At Montreal the frontage in the
west end, where the older shipping firms are
in possession, does not, I am told, cexceed
3,500 fi. Yet the famous plan no. 6 actually
proposed to crowd 14,000 ft. of wharvesinto
that space, although at the east end a mag-
nificent siretch of unoccupizd river front is
available for wharves, warehouses, elevators,
railway lines & ail the other apparatus of a
great port.

Montreal is served for the most part by
stesumers of the old-fashioned type of 000 &
5:000 tons.  There are larger ones, but very
few. Such vessels cannot carry freight at as
low a rate as the modern steamer of 8,000
tons & upwards which does husiness at New
York & Boston.

The Railway & Engincering Review says:
“ Even more noteworthy than the recent
attempts 10 make the trans-Atlantic journcy
at high speed is the evident decision of the
companics that, other things heing cqual,
it piays to build stoamers of enormous size.
Excepting the White Star ship Occanic,
which is building, the Kaiser Wilheln der
Grossc is the largest vessel since the Great
Eastern. The older vessels, which ranged
from 300 to 4ao ft. in leagth, arc completely
omtclassed. A good idea of the tendeney to
build immense vessels may be jmined from
the following table, in which the largest new
steamers of leading lines xre compared with
the fanous Great Eastemn :

Namen. tonnage. hop.  lenpeth,
Rainer Wilthelm der Grosse..  .13.000 a8.000
KRaiser Fradrich. ... covie oot costziog 33000

[ L IXTTTORT TR | X, RS
Lucanix. 12,930 30000

St Louin,, oo c0 vl vviie et 639 20000 K34
1A TOUTAINC.ceiee cer o voones BT38 13.000 g0
Furat Bismark. .covvenians oo o X280 Wgon  gow
City of Rome K1gq g gtn
Tentonie L. . og¥g IRger G40
Great Bastern....oovve svoes 8918 Sxmr ()2

*And the next marine monster,the Oceanie,
when completed, will be 301t longer than the

Kaiser Wilhelm & 12 ft. longer than the Great
Sastern,” .

Putting Manitoba aside for a moment, sce
how this affects the farm staples ot Ontario,
Here is the avernge oceun rate per ton on
cheese & butter from Montreal & Boston to
Liverpool, from May 7 to Oct. 30, 1897 :

. Cheose, Butter,
From Montreal. ... ..218. od, 20s. od.
¢ Boston ......138 3d. 135 ad.

All the export cheese & butter of Ontario
does not o to Liverpool 3 o great deal goes
to London & Glasgow, & to these ports Ros-
ton rates averagre less than rates from Mon-
treal. It is likewise true that rates on flour,
hay & cattle from Boston are lower, as a rule,
than rates from Montreal, Al of which means
that the Ontirio farmer loses a large sum an-
nually by reason of the existing condition of
things at Montreal, & would be benefited pro-
bably maore thin any one else were the Ottawa
Government to take the harbor in hand.

New York isasking Congress to deepen the
ship channel in that harbor from 30 to 33 ft.
**Qur prestigre would be gone,™ says a ship-
ping man, “if when the ‘new vessel,” the
levinthan of the future, arrived at Sandy Hook
we could not admit her.” The expenditure
by the U.S. Government on improvements in
New York, exclusive of armaments, has been
as follows, to June 30, 1897 :

Hudson River, above New York.. $1,800,000

Hardem River ... i iiiiiiaiiins 1,030,000
East River & Hell Gate.......... 4,370,000
New York Harbor channel...... 1,750,000

Total.... ...cievevene... 88,030,000

The North River improvements at New
York, carried on by the city, involve the con-
struction of 16 prers & an outlay of $18,000,-
ooo. The U.S. Govermment completed in
1892 the work of decpening the Baltimore
harbor channel to 27 ft,, & is now engraged in
deepamng it to 30, the cost of this latter work
being estimated at $2,500,000. At Boston
the Umted States Government 1s decpening
the principal channel to 27 ft. At Pluladel-
phia, which is 100 miles from the open ocean,
the U.S. Governr. nt has just completed a
ship channel 26 ft. decp at mean low water,
ata cost of 8§2,500,000. Down to 896 the
U.S. Government had spent $2,500,000 on the
harbor at Buffalo, $2,125,000 on the harborat
Chicago, $1,700,000 on Oswego harbor, $1,-
300,000 on Cleveland harbor, $6vo,000 on
Duluth haitbor, $1,3100,000 on the harbor at
Michiggan City, & $1,200,00¢ at Toledo.

At Montreal the entire expenditure on the
harbor has hitherto been borne by the harbor
itself, the interest on the debt being paid from
wharfage dues, which, aotwithstanding a re-
cent reduction of 20 per cent., are a percep-
tible burden on commerce.  The Ottawa Gov-
crument has not spent a dollar on our national
port: it lias speat over $60,000,000 on the
canals leading down to it, & on the St. Law-
rence channels below, but the harbor itself,
the key of the situition, is lelt to the merey of
local offort.

The policy of the day is to trade more with
Europe & less with our own continent—a policy
forced anus by the Dingley Act, which, al-
thongh Mr. Dingley nught deny the soft im-
peachment, is to some extent an cxpression of
U.S. dislike, not of us as Canadians, but of
our connection with England.  1f, however,
trade with England is to be profitable, & there
is no denying that it is subject to the natural
drawbacks incidental to all trade carricd on at
long range, itis obvious that we must have as
quick & as cheap an occan service as the
people of the U.S., whose commadities have
the same free access as our own 1o the British
market.  And 1 for one am unable 10 sec how
such a serviceis to be established at Montreal
till the Dominion Government takes hold of
the harbor & places it ona thoroughly modern
footing, as the Government at Washington is



