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and several excumsions c f fariners fromn varions
parta of the province, arc clironicicd, and the
commendatory resolutions passed by these
visitors recorded. -'The golden opinions ex-
pressed on these occasiotis are big,,hly credit-
able to both officers and student.

The report mentions the followving items of1

progressand irnprovement for tlic year:-
"'A museum bas been openedj large addi-

tions have been made to the library; an axie-
inometer bas been put up, and observations
taicca three times a day instead of twice, as
fornierly; piptq hav'e been laid froin the city
water-wvorks to thxe college; and a professor
of horticulture bas been appointcd. Wu
have a nice, cheerflul raadiog-rouni, and a
comrnodious library The former is exactly
suited ta our wants; -,th latter is not quite
large enough. Over 3,000 volumes of Lhoice
readin- wec transferred froin the library of
the Eàucation Office to the shelves of this
institution. Since that time we have been
able ta baa of a very handsome library-not
extensive, but well selected. [t now contains
3.6j39 volumes of r4eports. herd-books, books of
refereuce, aud general reading. Me bave also
forty-two papers aud magazines on file in the
readingc-room!"

The..amount expended for ail pur-poses dur-
ing 1881 was $27,573.62, and the revenue
fromu the farm lk7,384.IG, xnaking the net ex-
peuditure ferthe year 20,1S946. A coxnpari-
son of salaries paid at the 3lichigaif State
Agricultural College -with those given at the
Ontario Institution shows that the nit of
economy, if sucb it be. is on our aide. But,
in aur view, c;en the Michigan mnen are under-
paid. There are stili mny wants, bath inside
and ouiside the college, wvhieb, it is te bc
bopcd,wil! indue tme besupplicd 0f these,
the repart gives a detailed statement The
Legisiature should sec that these arc attended
ta without delay. Sncb au institution ougbt
not ta go a-begging for anytblng likely ta in-
crease ite efficieucy- The copions accounits
given by Prof. Brownm of bis crop-growing sud
stock-feeding expeziments, cannot be bricfiy
snmmanizcd iu a notice like this. We shal
cnricb the colunins of thie Rua. CASADiAN
from their treasures of Ud wi an wido

As asamiewe invite tbc spccial attention
or our readers ta the section on dgPcirmanent
Pasturcu\vich 'Wil bc found in the 4 ]ield
and Faim" department cf our present issue.

PUBLICATIONS RECEl VED.

BxURia's F.uw .sux-T is a well-
got-up catalogue of garden, farn, and fiower
seeds; also of - bloodcd stock:' issued byW.
Âtlce Barpet & Co>, PiladeIphia, Pa.

'FMu Tiir1..-We arc iu rcceipt of a copjy
of t'ha ue wo&i entitlcd Farm Teik,wnitten
by Gma E. BraclceU, of Belfast ML. It con-
tains 23 chaptemt and 144 pages, nud. as its
tiLle implies, is a stries of talks on varions
farxning subjeets, put in cercr-day tatk style.
Every persan iuterested in fanzning matos
will find it vcqy rcadablc. Printed on fine
papcr, with partrait.

'Rir-BE WEDGE of Bcvtley-lot 150, 7th
colt-wbo la well lcnown for thxe fine stock
he kSepe, ,ol thc oLliez day ta Ârchibatd
,Carrof E:snsas City. aspan o! yearling Clyde

Ias, whieb la a pretty good heft for a pair of
.Yôarllngs.

SKETCHES 0F CA NA DIA N WVILD
RIRDS.

BY W. L. RELIS, LIMTWEL, ONT.

TRE LARGE DLÂCK-BIUD.

This species, in ifs general habite, forni,
and plumage, closely resembles the crow, but
it 15, of course, mucb smaller. It 15 about
fourteen inches in length; its colour la deep
black, the neck of the maie being of a glossy-
green hue. It la xnigratory aud gregarlous,
moving about beforo sud alLer the breeding
season in flocks, arriving iu Ontario in April,
and departing again in September. Soon
after their arrivai in the spring, the aider
birds separate in pairs, and commence ta re-
pair their aid nests, or select places for the
construction of new oses. When net disturb-
ed, they wîll oceupy thie samne places year
after year.

The place generally selected for nesting,
purposes are bollows in trees, deserted nesta of
woodpeckers, among the tiick branches of
troes, sud soinetinies lu clumps of willows
and the tops of low evergreens. Their fa-i
vourite habitatisl low swampy lands in the
vii£t fsd teen.i and along the margins

of rols ad ivrsnear tnsadvillages,
for they do net penetrate luta the woods, but,
an the coutrarv, sex ta deligbt l in the gih-
bourhood of cultivated fieldsand human
habitation&. The ucat af the blackbird la
forined of weeds, vines, grass, wool aud herse-
[hair~ cemcuted with mud, sud iued wl fine
dry 'grass and strawberry vines. The ýeggS,
four ta, six ln number, arc af a.' ie coloun
spotted with blackLs-b-brown, sud unlees flhc
f.st nest 15 destroyed, it dloes net breed more
than once lu the season. 'Wbile incubation,
-vbich lats two weeks, 15 being performcd by,
tbefenalè, the maie 'bird beconies very llerce,
and warlike, attacking every other bird tbat
appears in the vicinity of thec nest, net £car-i
ing to exhbibit its pugnacityto thec crow sud
tUic di«eéreut species of hawks. In these con-
tests, hie often flnds allies lu Uic ]cing bird aud
thec anale. Thongh jealous af other menibers.
o! their owu species, blae.k-birds like ta nest
near cacb aLlier, aud two mests xnsy soniuea
be seen in tbecsainetrot. .Sbonld acommon
euemy intrude, ai t'ho black-biiis -wil units
in eudcavonning ta expel iL In fact, duning
Uic breeing season, sud until thec young ame
able te fiy, the vicinity of the black-bird's
hoine is a seene of daily noise sud contenton.
IL is a vcry affectionate bird, aud stzrongly'
attacbhed ta its neat, eggs, sud young. When
thec latter emerge froin Uic sheil, bath parents
supply thora witb food, a.nd when tiîcy show
signa of Iesving tlie nest, Uic oid birds appear
in great distreas This species sometimes
feeds on varions kinds of scedsand grain,
but ifs principal food is insects, worms, crabe,
clams, aud suxai flsb- Tt aise devours thxe
egg and young af oLlier birda. Iu order te
procure its aquatic prcy. it nill o!tcu ,wtade
into sballow water. and tn over stones.
These birds are numerous, aud appean te
frequeut ail parts af the oountxy.ý

E SON%'G ELACX-BIR.

Thia species la smailc n usuc thai Uic luat
rncntioned bird, but its shape, plumage and,
commfon notes arc suiiar In its migratoxy
and grcgarious babits iL also acte like tlhe

larger species, but its habitat and its musical
notes differ mmcli.

It ig the first on aur list cf song birds, as it
begins ta Bing very early in spring, oftcn
before the ice and snow have vanished fromn
the marshy wilIow-covered bottoras, Nvhere it
spends the suminer season. Fer about ten
woeks it singe duning the greater part of thc
day, but its song 15 most noticeable in the
evening, or early merning houre. Botb sexes
are endowed with the powers of melody, but
thec male is tho most constant songster.
'Whilo the female ia constructing hier nest, sud,
during incubation, perched on the branches of
thc buddiug willows, bis pleasing mellow
notes are czmstantly warbled, and are ail the
more hcartsome -when con+-Lsted with the
monotanous croaking of the frogs in the stag-
nant waters beneath. Its chie£ places o!

resort are the margins of willow-sheltered
b rooks, low nxashy ground, and beaver me&a-
dows. lts nest is placed in the thick branches
o! willows, or iu a low baisata, and is coin-
posed of stalkas of dry weeds, branibles, and
mud, aud lin cd with fine dry grass. The eg,,
fixe or six lu number, arc af a 'bine colour
mottled -with dark spots; incubation occupies
fourteen days. Both birds assist in providing
the yonng with food, and ne creature eau
show more affection for its -yaung, or evince
deeper distress if tbey are in danger. The
gneat enemies of this species are the blue jay
andauckoo, who, lu its absence, or in spite of
ifs efforts td protect it, often discover and
destnoy itseggs. It feeds occaionally on soeds
ana bernies, but its chief food consiste of
varions kiands cf insces wlxich iL fiads in thic

viiy of itshabitai- It does irotappear to
nest mort tÈan once lu the yeur. lu autumu
tbcsa birds coilct lu vast fiocUks, aud the noise
-w)xlch thay inake -when several huxidred of
'them are. oleted among the willows, or lu
seine troè-top. i a he c souud of a distant
storin. Iu Octoïber thcy take their final
departure for the S*outberu States, where they
romain during the wvinter season.

THE RED-Wn;G 1BLACK-BIRD.

The musical powers ef this dweller lu tfic
marsb cdaIm little attention, but the beauti-
fui :vermillon or crimson patch with which
the wings etfftie mâle zue adorned, excites
generaliamiration, lu sitiL ssmalicr tbai
thie sang black-blrd, but its conimon notes aud
geucral habits are mucli the saine, and lu
their migratory nievemeuts thcy are often
secu lu company. It arrives lu April at ite.
sumnmer nesort, sud disappears agalu lu Octo-
ber. Whcu littening iLs notes, its wings uise
sud fall lu unisen ititIs volte. This move-
mnent of the wings sens ta be caused by somo
internali mpulse aver wbicli it appears to,
hava, litïIe contrai, but it enideutiy dots net
detract froin ite bappluess, for during iLs
sumamer stay, wheu llirting among thn willews,
hovexing over the moi-,t grass, or perching uni
Uic water-lilics, ne bird appean to cojoy life

more. Withtbecxceptionoe!themnankupa

'wings the general colour of the màte is bak
thatoe. thxe female bas a dusty bue. ILs nestis
formed lua i ow bush, on tuit oi m=ri-. grass,
ýand is constructed of dry grass. -woo% and other
fine :mstenil The eggs. thrce or four lu
number, are ligbt bIne, marked 'with brawu
blotebes. ___ ____

- Tm peaches are ail righit yet,7 isays t'ho
st. Cathiarines Newâ
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