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The following fipures will present the growth
of the Church since the Union of 1575

Peeaby: Congre Mis  Sta Fami- Single Com'®
terfen gations, stons, tions  lies Persons cants,
S8 + a 14 13 $57 vor 495
(RT3 13 3 174 KIS 13.3%¢ 440 ¥R

The tigures fur 1896 are not published, but
the total revenue for all purposes, as reported last
year, was $268 535; while the revenue of 1875
was ooly $6,723. .c. the West pgave only two-
thirds of 1 per cent. of the revenue of 1875, and
12} per cent. of that of 1894,

The sturdy and hard-headed doctor grows
touchingly pathetic 10 descubing how unecessary
is systematic pastoral visitation. ** Many of
the people are strapgers, and some home-
sick. A wisit from a2 munister 13 to them pacticu-
arly welcome. The reading of the Scniptures
and prayer refresh the spirit and hok the people
with the best in their past hie. When frost has
bliphted prospects ; when  prairie fires have
swept the country side, wipiog out wheat-stacks
and dwellings, licking up the ecarning of years
and leaving only a blackened waste ; when sick-
ness has visited the home, or death has robbed
the family of some loved one, the missionary finds
opportunity to sympathize, to encourage and to
tead the stricken heatt to Him who has promised
to be the Refuge and Strength of His people and
a Present Help in their time of need.”

The difficulticsjare thus keenly sketched: “The
missions ace generally large, four or five stalions
forminp the charge and none of them nearer than
cight miles. Frequently the missionary travels
thirty miles on Sabbath and preaches three times.
Different fields and seasons call for variety in the
means of locomotion. By sleigh and buckboard,
Hoat and saddle, by 12il and on foot, the distance
is covered, and whether the thermometer stands
at 3o below zeroin the sun o: go above inthe
shade, it Is seldoma service is missed. Oc-
casionally men have spent the night on the
prairic in a blizzard, the morniog finding them ex-
hausted by anxiety and cold ; storms have driven
them on rocky shores and wrecked their boats,
but they never thought of giving up work. Last
season one of the missionaries descended 3,000
feet into the valley from the mountain side to
conduct an afternoon service, 2nd then climbed
back for the evening service. To meet the waots
of 2 number of miners, another missionary walk-
cd every weck nine miles, climbing over 3,000
feet in makiog the journey. The missionaries, as
a class, arc oot only men of high charzcter, faith-
ful in the discharge of duty and acceplable as
preachess, but also men of education and culture.
About Go per cent. o! the ordained missionaries
are graduates in arts or theology ; 2nd of all
ministers in the Presbjlery of Toronto only 61
per cent. can claim shatdistinction, and 31 in the
Preshytery of Hamilton.**

Gracelul acknowledgement is made ofthe ad
received trom churches and individuals in theold
country, as also of the cfforts ef Younp People’s
societics, and of the varicus college missionary
socicties.

The detzils and the geand total in the follow-
ing sumn:iary ase alike pratifying :

tlome Mission Fuod . ..... $75.337 62
Lumberman’s Mission 350 00
Collepie Societies?
Moria Collepe (estimated at).... 200 00
Montreal College.cene oo ov 879 S2
Queen’s Collegeaeaeenaea . .. 137507
Kuox Collepe...... ceee seseeese 2213 88
Manitoba Colleyie {estimated at)... ¢00 00

Expended by Presbyleries or Citics
in Home Mission Work, in addition
totbe osdinary contribations of con-
rregations, so faras reported to the

CONVERET caeeaoaneeunccnnns eess 17,089 00

Sy8.157 39

There is now 2 halance to credit of 85,210,
bat it is 1o be stated that, **bot for the assistance
given by the British chuiches, and special doaa.
tioas, thete would have beea this year a larpe
deficit.  As these are always more or lzss uncer-
tain from year to year, the revenve from oar coa-
giegatioas and indisidoal membersshould be such
as will coable ke Commillee to meet all de-
mands madcupon it. There are always special
cases that can be adeantageously helped, and im-
potaat ficlds that can be occupiced by the help of
sceh special bequests as may come into their
haads over and above the regular teveoue from
the churches.”

The list of missionaties cmbraces 137 minis.
ters 2nd liceatiates, 211 stadeols in varions stages
of theis conrse, and 5t catechists, 2 total of $i9g.

The report was moved by Rev. D Warden
in a cencisc address of rmsch power, and

the Rev. Dr. Robertson followed aad
scconded its  =adoption in a characteristic
speech.  He stated that slthoegh a2 policy

was followed o the West of grouping stations to
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the utmost, some thought too much, an addition
was made, on the average, of ten new Mission-
every year, and last year the number of coms
municants had incceased by 2,000. It is the
aim of the Home Mission Committee to go
wherever settlers go. so that the work has to ex-
tend, and it required the very best men to meet
and cope with the difficulties found in the West
and British Columbia. He referred to the liberal
help given by the Lower Provinces, and by the
work and contributions of the \WWoman's Foreign
Missionary Socicty, and the U. P. Student’s
Society, and to evoke this in still larger measure
it was oply necessary that the ministers of the
Church should present the facts to their people,
who, in his experience, he had always {ound were
willinp to pive when the claims ot Home Missions
were properly presented to them.

The Rev. Mr. McBeth, the next speaker. and
a native of the West, insisted that the law of
progress was to hold what the Church has and
gain more. The great dangers, he said, in the
West was the lapsing of whole families, which he
illustrated from cases which in his own experience
he had met, by neplect through the want of gos-
pel ordinances, and the growth of infidelity.

M:. Reid, anelder and merchant from Lacomb,
made a very clear presentation of the growth of
settlement in the West, the difficulties the
people have atfirst to contend with, the mode of
settlement, aad the trying and adyerse circum.

like McQueen, Wilson, E. D. McLaren, McClay,
and many of the missionanies who worthily and
loyally worked with them. He presented some
of the discouragements, waroed those proposing to
enter upon work in the West, against being led
away by romance; the work grows monotonous,
has many things in it which try men, and it
especially required 2 high degree of spirituality to
bear up against those influences in the religious
atmosphere which tended to dragy dowa,

The Rev. Dr, King was the last speaker and
cartied the tone aud spitit of the meeting up to 2
higher level, high throughout as it had been. He
confessed that, although his heart had all his life
been greatly interested in Home Mission work. he
rejoiced in the deepencd sease of obligation which
now prevailed throughout the Church to prosecute
vigorously the work among the heathen abroad.
‘The work at home he considered had been great-
1y helped by this deepened seuse of obligation.
The greataess of the work added to the greataess
of the hoooar of haviog such a work put into the
hands of our Church to do, 2ud if the Church
would rise up to the preatness of it, it would be so
much the greater & blessing and honour to her.
The feeble churches were peeded and werez
source of blessing to the Church by the self-
sacrifice which they evoked, for self-sacrifice was
that upon which the Kingdom of God was
founded. The Church in Canada vwed much of
its doctrinal soundaess and orthodoxy to the
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Manitoba and British Columbia. One is labey
ing in Algoma and another in the Province of
Quebec.

The salary of the Principal has been padin
full by the Churches within the Western Synods,
with three or four hundred dollars over and abure
which goes into the general revenue of the Col.
lege. A penerous cheque of $¢,000 from M,
and Mrs Ironside, of Manitoba, and varivus legs.
cies, were mentioned, especially those of the late
Warden King and Robert Anderson, of Montreat,
Mr. Kiog was an ol and liberal feiend of the
College. Notwithstanding these considerable sums
the reveoue has still fallen short, the amount fron
Ontzrio, Quebec, the Maritime Provinces, shux-
ing a steady decrease year by year. The 1epurt
of the Board goes on. ** While still believing the
summer session to be advantageous to the Home
Mission work of the Church, the Board nox
respectfully request the General Asscmbly to ge-
lieve the College from carcying it on any loager,
as the condition on which it was undertaken by
the Boatd, the provision by the Church of the
additional expease incurred, has pever been ful
filled, and as it has become evident that, in the
absence of this additional contribution to incote,
it cannot be maintained without involwing the
College again in debt, from which it has been
freed only by a great effort.  All the membiers of
the teachiog staff are overwaorked, bnt especnallyss
this so in the case of the Principal. Besides dis-

stances under which church planting can onlybe
prosteuted. In his owa congregation in the dis-
tant West they had 2 Sabbath Observance Socicty
which had beea found of great ute, 2 Sunday
School Uanion, Christian Ecdeavoar and Ladies’
Aid.

The BRev. Mr. Wilson, of Veron, felt it his
duly to give expression to the gratitude of the
Preshytery of Kamloops, to which he belonged,
and of the Syaed of British Columbia, for the
help which had been given by the East in carry-
iog oo the wotk in that distant part of the counlry
and most needy. He pave from his owo person.
al koowlcdge 2 grraphic idea of the extent of some
of the minsioraries’ ficlds in the West, the char-
acter of the popalation, the presaleace of indiffcr-
ccce in manifold forms, and the necessity of
having Mission ficlds manned at the very oatset
to counteract the csil moral and religicus infla-
caces which there abound.  This was illastrated
by the striking case of the town of Rossland,
which io little more than 2 year had growa into
a town of some 2,000 iohabitants.

The Rev. Mr, Herdman, of Calgary, spoke of
the mission ficlds being the nerve.centres of the
whole moral aod religions life ofthe people, and
dwelt especially on the great services rendered to
the Chuoseh, and the religions well-being of the
country by the Home Misson Conveters, men
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great and pressing needs for work Iaid upon it,
for it was evergwhere felt and scen that it was
only the old gospel and the whole gospel that had
the power to meet, to grapple with and overcome
the cvils they came in contact with in their mis-
sion ficlds in all the great North-West and British
Columbja. \Whkat they had most to fear znd
puard against was indiffercace, for the church
which coald look upon even the smallest handiul of
crring, sinning men,and yetmake nocfiort, strelch
out no hand to save them, was a church which
had began to decline.

THIRD DAY.
FRIDAY MORNING.

The Assembily tosk up the reports of the Col-
leges, Legioning from the West.  Principal King
presented the report of Manitoba College: 206
stadents weie in anendance, of which 27 were in
theologys 92 students of the College went up to
the examivations of the University of Magitoba
aud sccured fourteen scholarships, being mote
thaa kall of the whole number and representing
the sam of $1,055. Eleven stadents completed
their Theological course at the closz of the sessicn
1 Avgast. The most of these having received
license, and some of them also ordination, are
now at work within the bounds of the Syzods of
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charcing all the duties which neccssauily devolne
upon him as the head of the institution, he bas
now for some ycars, withou! intcrmission, beed
spending at least cleven months of every yeara
the Iaborious work of teachiog. The Chuschbxs
no tight to impose uf)on him such hzavy wek
seriously inpairing his health and shortening ks
lifc. To carry on » summer session he mant
be telieved from the larger part of his work i
teaching during the wizter.  Owing to the failsse
of the Church to provide the increased finandisl
support, “on the faith of which the work of 2 ss=-
mer session was began, the Boasd bas been unable
to telicve him. But that relief must be secaied
before another summer session can be unda:
taken.

** That by great cxertions the Principal b
freed the Collegre from = heary debt, and thatdy
carefal managemeat, and the exercise of fifd
cconomy, he bas, op to the present time, ket
from again falling into deht, canoot be anan® -
ment to justify failare on the past of the Chareh
tc do itsduly. If extra work is lo be done iy -
the College to assist the Church in canpig & ©
Home Mission work, it is surely not askizg 100
much, 1o mest the ext:a expease  oeses |
sary for doing that wotk. But what are e ¢
facts? The College hasneves reccived the 288
tionz1 81,500 2 yezr, on the faith of which &



