
TRitE CANADA 1>RESBY\TERÎAN.

comarnitte" er.dorse flic war'!s af tht Hamiltan I>resby-
tory whcfl it reparte tiant Ilwhilc the services afifthc
s*nctuary are weil attende! an'! lighly appreciated,
yul thero Is cause for regret that sa iliany af out
yourag people aire allure'! ta cither places of warship
by the ever increasing praciic on the part ai certain
Claurches of announcint; strang,- and! sensational sub
,gccts ai discourse, thlachy patidering ta tht morbi'!
tate af a ciass ù( restless an'! unstable hearers."
Your coamattec trust tlaat Our inistry ivili continue
te hol'! fast the doctrine iliat Go'! bas ordaine'! by
thetofolishness af preaching ta save then lat believe
-that wre cannaI without perd c, ..descend! ta oather
bocause more populan niethods, tuai %vc have na
right ta stibstitute sacre'! concerts for the preaching
et Christ, or ta pervent tht public worship ai Go'! into
a seinl.rtligious Ilfrec-an'!.e.tsy," and! that ta attempt
to draw the young to the Ctîurci '.)y such -attractions,
ita piarsue an ever ncccding "Il a ' the wisp" that
must soon Ica'! us int a wnrbliip ai sensualisme, and!
array iront the Spirit af Ua'!. Lut us draw souls ta
christ, and! Christ wili takec cure ai Ilis Clîurch.

Similar unifoarnu tc.tianony is borne by ail the Ses-
sions ta generai napprcciatian oi the sacrant ai the
Lond's supper by tht mass af aur Churcla mombers,
.isual average attendance raniiiing (rom seventyfaive ta
orer ninetY per cent., and! in ilost case.% tht .bscntecs
(ronm the communion table can bc accountcd for by
étM age or atiier infirinity.

'fli interestillaaniesteil in tht prayer meeting
is nat sa generat. Hece î reports arc les
gelfortn. lit H.-amilton the interest as sai'! ta bc
oinecasing." In Sarnia "thc meeting is well
attendd,"-in ont instante "l>y hall tht congrega-
taonY Tht gencrai lune ai the reports, however,
is ont af dissatisfiîctian and! coinplaint. A sali
proportion takc any interest it, an'! mast ai these
=r ladies. X'aur camanitic think tht Syno'! an'!
Geocrai Assembiy shouid not let this matter liglbîly

pas Is dt fault witb the people ? Have they

conducting tht meeting ? Shoulil flot a conférence bc
beld by ibis Syno'! at wlaicb ths an'! kindred subjects
of living practiaiunterest migbt bc dtscussed ? Tht
Cburý,b .tnnu i tTurdtudtpnà~c %vahsu.ns erte'! prayer.

FAMILV RELIGION.

Sirnilar in tofle ta those relating ta the prayer
tmeeting are, your commattet regret ta say, tht reports
concernang family worshap. In a vcry fcw cangrega-
tions at as sai'! ta bc observe'! in ail, or nearly ail the
bousehol'!s. But whalc most ofail bu Sssions evidently
do flot k-now the exact numbers observing at, ail
deciare i as not observe'! as at ought ta be. This as
inatter for humialiation an'! alarni. 111e housebol'! as
tbe basîs boa a! the nation an'! the Church, an'! tht
siabaltty, pernianency and well-being of bath are ra-
penaile' tyhenlever arreligaon cliaracterizes the home
li. Ilias nu won'!er that unworthy attractions are
neted' ta draw the young ta tht Lhurlch, an'! st as no
wonder that ulaey aiso sutcet'! an drawing away front
the Church. Tht Cburch bas evadently a work ta do
boe.

Other aspects ai relagiaus lire are reported on nmant
fivourably. Tht Sabbath as outwardly well obstrvedl
by aur people, though the temptations an sorte das-
tricts are much greater than an others. Some Ses-
sions deplore Sabbatla visitang an'! dravang an districts
populate'! by relagiaus sects holding la.' vacws af the
auctity ai the Lard's Day. A Hamaitan Session re-

ports l' Sebbath desftcnation. as deplorably on the an-
arease' ian'! anoîher, that -the men arc ta a great ex-
tent at ibear ondanary wark, and tht quiet af tht day af
mes as destroyed by pieasure excursions and raalway
trafic." A Sarnia bessaon coanplaias of "1tht idleness
and! improvadence af those who buy, ara' tht go'!Iess
grecd ai those who seli mulk on tht Lord's Day," svhile
a London Session tesîlfier- that "for the enîayment af a
quiet Sabbatit an'! a gera'cral reiraininent front visible
!arech ai it, thear neughabourhood wvatt compare faveur-
ably with any part ai te world."

Tht Shonter Catechisan an'! partions ai Scripture
are camrnatte'! ta mcmaory an ail aur Sabbatb schools,
but nat an ail aur homes. The Confession af Faith
isno ta aught as sucli, and your coxmaittee daubt that
itwira nended tabe. Tht spiritual wantsoaitht age'!
an'! anirm are nmet by va>taton an'! cottage prayer
mtetings, an'! an two cases by tht admanistration of
the sacrament of the Lord's stapper.
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Two littlc lads ln the lampliflit
Sel with their taikt ta do.

llotlirng bralns and flniing-
oh, how tille îhey knew i

Trouable af schooi and tessons
l other it aile" they sald,

l'Ilaving et bf ig Juntes-
Iletter wcre that Instcad.

Sitc>ies ai treasute islands
Ever they rea'! An't tld-

Tales ofthe good thascaptut:od
Laden with bats of gold ;

Ewer they drcaanod of bailles.
ovr hy longcd ta be

Chief, of the ocean novera,
King% of the tolling sca.

tIlt falher was fixed atid steady-
"lStick ta your sasks. 'saaidlihe

Onty îlae min who labours
L.eader of men clin bc.

,eo whoaa the ianap wvas laghtcd.
Over thc-r books thoy benc,

WVarking away, not knowing
Ail abat thel r fatheo ntant.

Twa liUtle lads have labouat'!.
Two hlleI lads have ugnutvn

Into a stalwart manhood,
Mbang the tnaîh lini owvn.

Faded arc boyish lancies-
Fado'! and passed away,

liai ln that nablest fathian
Leaders af men arc they.

Flashing the lamie or knowledge
mInt the darkest iaiglit,

Bldly they Ieach the people.
Standing for trulli and nlght

Sa mon for the uight anising
Ta glouiuus fight are tee,

And peuple graw 1 ut'! ta !ativ'bv
These mon of thie heant and! hoz'!

And! now, when the lampi agtiîcd
And! heads aven books arc bent,

Saoaltmos they will whispe: soihl-,
WVe've round! what aur rallier meant."'

1WJL Nhtk(, 's SON.

There wvas once a king's son, who heard tat elle

people in one af the king's caunatries a long way off
uscd ta bc afraid of the kinz, an'! used ta say that the
king did nal care for Iiuem. Sa he thaught ta himself
"l 1 will go and! teach theni botter" Bur he saad, IlIf
1 go in my fine robes and clown. they lI sa).
' What do you know af a poar alles filt? ilou do
not know what il is ta be col'! an'! half naked an'!
hungry.' 1 will put off my royal dress, and 1 will wvear
clothes like the poor people, an'! live an'! et as they
do." So hie cbanged his cloîhes and! lefi bis palace,
and went to that distant country, and there hc livcd
among the poar, leading a harder flte than any of
îhem. An'! yet though hie was aiten hungry and cold,
an'! saine times did not know where ta fin'! a night's
lodging, ha neyer complaine'! an'! neyer broke the
laws.

ACter he had lived ini that country for santie turne, hie
wenl back ta the king ai home. It happencd thai
soon afterward the people in the country sent mes-
sengers to tht king ta coniplain the laws were too
hard. The king>s son then sai'! ta the messengers :
IlBelieve nie, the laws are ail for thc best, and the
king loves you as though you were bis own children."l

"lAh," said the messenagers, "but you do flot undter.
stand our way of life, 110w poor and miserable we arc,
an'! how hard it is ta live."

IlYou are wrong," said the prince - I understand
your llte quite well, for I lived myself as a poor man
among you for a long lime. 1 know yau have suifere'!
a good dca!; c very anc of your troubles is knowvn ta
me, for 1 have suffered tic same things. Yct stilt 1
assure you that the kinag is very tond of you, an'! wilI
make you perfectly happy in the end."

Then the peuple, whcn they hecard that thc king's
son badl liveil among therne and knew aIl about their
troubles, began ta be more hopeful, for they said,
IlHe knows wbat it is ta suifer, an'! hc will surcly
hclp us."

The King's son is Jesus, who is the Son of God the
Father. Jesus was, as we are, tempted tu do wrang.

He kntw what il was ta bc Poo And! hungry and!
haometless-la el tc t lie bitterncss ai deatila. Marc than
rteas, lie knev wiaat et ivas ta bc persecuttd by enemats
an'! ta be misunderstaa' an'! desent'! by lis dear-
est iriends. lia not fancy then, uvhen yau have your
faie trials an'! troubles that Jesus knows nothing
about ilium and cannat undersin'! thiacui. jesus was
a claiid as you are, an'! lie bas neyer fargotten tiant ha
tvas a citld. laoit anay tetl tittn af aI your troubles
-bie will unîlerstantl an'! syinpathize witii thean ail.

MJE LITTLEi )JOTBL4 C.

A bundred ye.ars aga there live'! a littie boy in
oxiord, E.n1,lan'!, whose business ai was ta clean tht
boots ai the students ai the famous univcrsity there.

He uvas poar, but bigbt an'! smat.
WVel». dtas lad, wlaasc naine was George, grew

rapadly an favour wiih the %lt'erais. lias prompt and
iaeanîy way oet'!aung thangs, an'! is industniaus habits
.and! faithful dceds, won their admiration. Tbey saw
an latin tht promise of a noble man, and!Ui propasedl
la teacu tain% a tillac evcry day. Eager ta [tamn,
Geoarge accep'te' thacîr proposition ; an'! lie soon sur-
passe'! lits tt.acbers by lias rapa'! progress. "lA boy
who çan blacken boots watt cQi stu'!y wt"sai'! One
oi the students. *1iCeen as a briar," sai'! anathor,
"an'! pluck enaugh ta make a liera."

But we cannot stop ta toll of bas patience an'! pet-
severance. Hewient on, stepby step, tus as tht sang
gats:

Ontc stop, ain' then another,

until hie becaine a sanan-a learne'! and claquent man,
who preachie' tht Gospel toadnmiring thousuads.
Trhe litile booîbiack becassne the nenowne'! pulpit
oratar, George WhuteP'l'!.

tWVll 1 I IS PAIT.!! U

Sa a.ske'! an unbelieving physician ai his fniend, a
incrchant, in îvhose rooni bath wcre quieîiy sitting
'!uring an evcning. " Ves, whaî ib faillh ? " And tht
tante af his question involuntarily calie'! ta min'!
Pilate's question, "'Wiat is traîl.?" ".Ny boy," sai'!the
mtrcba'ît sniiling ta his soni a merry hite lad of
eighî ytars, wha ha'! wîth mucb pains arranged a
îvhole arniy ai leaden soldiers, and naîv as an impor-
tant a gencral in bis own estimation sîood up ta coin-
mand! themr ta engage in battîe. "Mby boy, carry
back yaur bussars ta tht barrack box an'! go ta bcd :
an'! be cuick an'! do il withaut abjection,; it as bigha
tume.' Tht poor boy ' h came so bard upon bai
ta leave bis favourate play! Whbo coul'! blame han
for it'1 Ht threîv a beseeching glance toîvards lais
tailler, but at once hie saw unbendaag sternncss an his
couantenance. Ht swvai owed down bis tears> cattied
bis soldiers back ta their quarters, embrace'! his
father an'! vent. "'S :e doctor, th-*, is faillh," sai'! the
mercnant. Then, caz .ing back 1' .s chu'!, he whispe7jed,
in his car, IlLîsten, nay chaIld, since assurance now ie
as good as a permission îvben tht time cames, 1 will
take yau with me ta tht Autumn Fair at liamburgY1
Exulting for joy, the la'! leit tht roam. It came ta
bum by anticipation as though be wene alneady an tht
îvay ta Hamburg. For a long tirne after tbey becard,
bim singing in his sleeping chamber. An'! again the
fathen said,addressîng bis frien'!, "That as calle'! faith,
doctor. In this boy is plante'! the gerni of faith in
man. May be yield himself ta bis be-avernly Fatber
with like humility an'! love, with likc obtdience and
trust, an'! bis faith will be as complote as the failli of
Abraham, tht father af tht belaeving unaes 1"I Tht
doclor was cleanly answerecl. ter a moment of
silence he sai'!. IlNovi 1 know more of faithi than
1 ha'! learne'! fram many preachers."l

no W IS1 THE TIME.

etNot yet," said a littit boy, as bie ivas busy ivith
bis trap an'! bal; " wben 1 grawv aIder then 1 will
think about my saut"

Tht littie boy greiv ta be a young man.
"Not yet," said tht young man. I am noiv about

ta enter int tra'!c. When 1 sec my business prasper
then I shai have more time than naw2'

An'! so be went or,, saying, IlNot yetI 0 -puttiflg off
ta same future lime that which shoul'! have been first
in bis tboughîs-until he wo.s a gray-haircd ai'! mat).

Ht live'! witbout Go'! and! dit'! witbout any hope

?4,%V 3-ý1h, lsç-g.l


