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SCRIPTURAL PREACHING.
BY l'Rl.\'Oll‘A.lT-C-A\‘K.\‘. .,

Preaching 18 one of the principal instruments used by the
Holy Spirit in establishing the kingdom of God. Henco the
vast iinportance which attaches to preaching, and the obliga~
tion laid upon the Church to provent its being fn an way
perverted or robbed of the qunlitics which aro essentiaf to 1ts
power and efticiency. Tho enemy, who is evermore and in
every way seeking to molest the Church of God, will, doubt.
loes, do his best to impair the ministry of the Word, and to
turn preaching aside_trom its proper object. Nor need wo
be eurprised should this Le attempted skilfully, under
ocolour of improving the instrument which he wouid mar or
destroy. Should tho object apparently be to make the pul-
pit wisor and more attractive, and to give 1t adaptation to
th~ times, we have only to remember tﬁmt the subtlo adver.
sary, whoso hand we here discern, knows how to conceal his
aim, and to transform hiwmself futo an angel of light,

Now, it will be allowed by all Christian people that preach.
ing should have such charactenistics that the epithet * Serip-
tural " could Le properly applied toit. There can be no se-
verer condemnation of preaching than to call it unscriptural,
aud {f it bo justly so characterized it cannut accomplish inuch
real good, whatover temporary sticcess may attendit. Un-
scri_pt.unf preaching wiil not be honoured with the fruit
which is produced by & true and faithful ministry of the
Word ; and the more unreservedly we can apply the term
scriptural to a ministry, the more likely aro we to sca largo
results of blessing from it.

PREACHING SHOULD BK SCRIFTURAL.

But what is involved in this axiomatic statement 7 It should
bo scriptural in wmatter and in manner, in substance and in
orn,

L. Preaching should bo scriptural in matter. It aims aut
setting forth the truth of God as contaned in the Scriptures.
It deals with tho great themes of Sin and Redemption, and
has the same object which the Bible itself has, iz, to lead
nien to God, to guide their feot into the way of peace, and to
prepare them for the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, As all Scripture s ** profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in right-
eousness,” so also should preaching be. The renewal of men
is accomplished by the truth, and by it alone, and heoce the
importance of presenting the truth as found in the unerr-
ing Word, Human wisdom can devise no substitute for the
evangelical doctrine in securing this result, and every at-
tempt to improve upou Scripture soon betrays its folly as
well as its sinfulness,

(1) Nothing which is opposed to Scripture should enter
into the matter of preaching. Nu doctrine or fact of Serip-
‘ture must bo controverted or devted by the preacher. Neoi-
ther directly nor indirectly must this be done. The Bible is
the preacher's authority, and the test ard standard of s
teaching, and should "he put himself in opposition to
it, he has deserted his place aud his function. The Bible
tells us that men are sinful and perishing; should the
preacher declare the Fall a myth, and mamntain the essential
goodness of man, he is unseriptural. The Bible inforns us
that our sins are expiated by the sacrificial death of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and that we have acceptance and right-
eousness through Him alone ; should the preacher muko re-
pentance, or good works, or any experienco or virtue of ours
the meritorious cause of salvation, he contravenes the Scrip-
tures. The Bible declares the necessity of

REGENERATION BY THE SPIRIT

in order that any of Adan’s children may enter the kingdom
of God ; the preacher gives the lie to Scripture should he
maintain that, even in some instancas, moral culture is sufii-
cient for the development and perfection of virtuous charac-
ter. The Bible athrms that Jesus Christ is the Son of God,
is Himself God, being possessed of all divine attributes, and
doing all that the Father does; should the Chnist of a
preacher be merely a good man and a prophet, even though
a perfect man, Scripture is contradicted. I need not multi-
ply illustrations, Up to the existence of a personal God
there is probably not a doctrine of Scnpture which has not
been demsed by some one who, nevertheless, claiined to teach
the essential truth of the Bible; for it has been gravely and
claborately argued in our own day that the God of the Bible
isthe God of ’antheisin, and that the fundamental error of
theologians isgthe assumption of personality in God. We
have, of course, many teachers of an advanced Christianity
who acknowledge no submission to Scripture, but whilst
sdopting much of its othics, and, accurding to it generul
{)raxse, eel at liberty tu Jiffer frum it, aud to fullow the re.

igious cunsciousness or sui.. other guide. Science, philusu-
pby, historical criticism, ¢tc., are Ly many regarded as cor-
rectives of Scripture, and tu then: appeal from the Word of
God is confidently taken. This seems tu be the present
attitude of Unitarianism.

Now, all such teaching, whetler the Bible is simply mimn-
terpreted, or is deliberately abanduned as a standard, 1s en.
tinfly outside any true conception of Christien preaching,
and is in the brosdest sense unscriptural.

(2) Preaching 18 unscriptural when it substitutes other
themes for thuse of the Bible. This has frequently been
done, especially in times and glaces in which fuith in the
doctrines of Redemption had died vut, ur become serivusly
weakened. There must be sumething to preach about, and
when the o+ angelical ductrine is fursaken, tupacs are chosen
accurding to the taste and caprice of the preacher or his
hearers of the

PREVALENT IDRAS OF THE DAY.

Scripture is not controverted, nur any of its Ieading doctrines
assailed, but sumething beyond its pale and
to the natural mind engages the .ttentiun of the pulpit.
Sometimes ethical disquisitions, without special reference to
the Christian standard, or to tho 1 ecessary relation between
faith and practice, will be tho farhion. Or the preferenice
may be for natural scienco ; and astronomy, geology, biolugy,
ete., take the place of the Gosrel.  Many preachers devots
themselves much to social and political yucstions, which
always have an air f the practical, and have greater attrac-
tion for the masses than topics of a maie abstract kind, or
tupics more remote from overy-day life. Under- pretence of
directing public opinion, elevating suciety and the like, the
preacker will quit his proper themes, and go_into questions
of politics, education, social progress, etc., which important
interests would eventually profit more by preaching which

mure_agrocable |

should keep moro to {ts own province.  \Where religlous sen.
timent i very weak, and the Word of God little esteeined,
the preacher will oftou let tho Bibla alone ; but {f his hearens
are not quite prepaved for thisn, ho will, by references to the
Seriptures and the principles of the fﬂidl, givo a colouring of
rveligion to his discuui -¢, and persuado himself and his audi.
ence that ho has not forgotten his commission, But there
havo been many instancea of preachers, if such they may be
called, who discanded religious subjects, and avowedly dealt
with those which were purely socular. It was notably so in
parta of Gennany in tho end of the last century and the be-
g\ninig of thia— when a proacher was known to male agrical
ture lis subject, and dilate on the advantages of subeoil
ploughing, ‘To refer to thetopics of sensational preachors in
our own colmtr{j. winch have met our own eyes, were an un.
pleasant task ; but mnn{ of these topics have haxdly closer
connection with the minlstry of reconciliation than tho sub-
ject of husbandry has.

Religion must, of course, be in a low condition before such
topics can bo introduced into the pulpit, The natural reve
rence of many who are not living Christians would not tole-
rate the open substitution of secular interests for thoss which
releto to the kiu;idom of Gad ; but certain it is, that when it
has beep deemed mpolitic or premature ta attack Christi-
anity, it has often been sot astde in favour of subjects which
prcac‘ner and hearcrs thought tnore interesting, or subjects
which morereadily

LEND THEUSKLVES TO S8ENSATIONAL TREATMENT.

No one will understand me to imply that the Christian
roligion is not thoroughly practical, taking supervision of
every dopartinent of human life, and containing principlos
which should be applied to everything 1n which we on n(‘;:.
Whether wo eat or drink, or whatsoover we do, all should be

< done to the glory of God.  Whatcver affects the well-being,
whether of the individual or of suciety, is regulated by reh-
gion, and the true preacher will know how to apply the
Christian Iaw in all cases. We plead not for tho exemption
of any part of life from the scope and authority of the divine
legislation ; but no ingenuous person will fail to note the
differenco between the faithful application of the Christian
ethics to daily hife and the treatmont of common subjocts
which never lifts them above tho sccular lovel.  All preach.
g of this latter kind is unscriptural. We do not desiro s
narrow conception of the preacher’s offico, but we would
have him constantly remember that lus topics are given to
him in the Word of God, and that s whole provinco as a
Christian teacher is marked out and defined by the authority
from which he received his comunssion. Woo 1s unto him
if ho preaches not the Gospel, but something else—if ho seeks
the interest <€ novelty to his preaching by leaving the King’s
highway and treading paths of his own. His lI\I:\st.er will
reckon with him for this,

(3) But in order to deserve the opithet *Scriptural,”
preaching must have more than the negative merit of shun.
ning error, and of not directly substituting other thenies for
thase of the Gospel. Scriptural preaching will inadequately

woclaim the kingdom of God t will set forth the entiro
wdy of truth mado known to us in the Divine Word for the
religious instruction of men and theirspiritual guidance. No
rart of this truth should be kept back, and every part should
he presonted in its relations to tho whole.

It is here assumed that there isa body or systein of truth
contained in tho Scriptures, which nmg;. on the wiaole, be
definitely ascertained, so as to become the matter of preach-
ing. This, indeed, iz a position which few deny. Wide
dil%erenccs of opinion, of course, exist as to the precise con-
ception of this or that truth, and as to the construction of
the scheme of Biblical doctnine— with thess we are not at
present concerned  but it is hardly in dispute that we have
in the Bible a circle of teaching, ascheme of doctrine, a.con-
nected series of truths concerning (God and man, sin and re-
demption, duty und priviiege, the lifo that now is and that
which is to come. As the lhuman body with all its members
18 one, g0 is there

UNITY IN THE SPIRITCAL BOLY,

the Church of God ; and the true conception of the various
doctrines of the Bille corresponds to this nnity. These doc-
trines are scen to be complementary of each other, and taken
together they coustitute the revelation of God in His hol
Word, * tere is ono God the Father, of whum are all
things, and we in Him, and one Lord JesusChriat, by wbom
are all things, and we i)y Hun.” And of spiritual gifts it is
said, * All these worketh that one and the self-same Spirit,
dividing to every mnan severally as He willL” The Churches
all acknowledge, and few individuals deny, that there is pre-
sented to us_in Scripture a body of truth, which 1s the
proper material both of a theological system and of pulpit
mstructivn.  We cnnnot Liere attempt any syllabus of these
truths. ‘Lhey are found in greater or less detail in the creeds
and cunfessivos of tho Church, in the m:m(): ages since creeds
began to be constructed, The Apustles Creed, sy-called, 18
a very bnef suiumary of them, and we have a much moro ex-
tended and elaburate statesent in o ducument also familiar
to us ali, the Wustminster Cunfessiun ot Faith. That there
13 one Gul, infitute, cternal and unchangealle, the Maker of
heaven and earth, revealed to us 1 Trinity, as Father, Son
and Holy Ghust , that man, created in the Divine image,
has fallen intuv an estate of sin and mnscr{, frum which he
cannot deliver hunself , that in the luve of God redemption
was purpused, and the Sun came in the flesh to atunv tor s1n
and save His people frum it , that the Holy Spirit applies ro-
demptin, 1n rvgeuerating aud sanctifying thuse who believe ;
that all who beliove in Christ waintain guod wurks ; thatthe
professing people of Gud are organized into a Church, in
which the Word is preached and the sacraments administered,
and by which the kungduin of God is advauced in the world ;
that this present state of cxistenve will bo folluwed Ly an
overlasting state, in which the destiny of meashall correspond
to their relation toGod and the Saviour whilo they are hiere ;
that the Lord Jesus Christ shall comeagain to raise the dead,
to judgo the world and to introduco the kingdom of glory ;
theso and mauy other related truths are, in the judgment
of the whole Church, clearly enunciated in the Scriptures.

taught, thesefand the connected doctrines or truths would
all ind their place. But in preaching also must

ALL THESE GREAT CENTRAL TRUTHS

or facts un declaied, eapounded and cnfurced. To present
svao of them and to pass by others would not be faithful
nor wiso, The preacher is boued to declare the whole
cvansel of God, and to keop back no pars of it. Ix study,
meditativn aud prayer ho will seek to cumprehend the truth.
of God, and being woll assured of its divinity, he will en-
deavour to give it forth, in its entirs contents and scope

s0 that the end of preaching may bo completely gained:

Now, in any theological digest which may be set forth or -

To sit in judgment upon the profitableness of any part of
the Bible or any clemeit of its teachmi he will regard as
Loyond his province 3 according to his o ility ami the grace
glven unto him he will strive to reflect in his ministry the
substance of doctrine contained in the {nspired records.

It is not meant that in all points the province of preach-
ing—the fiold of truth in which it moves—should precisely
coincido with that of s{s:emntic theology. col
aiming as it docs at scientific completencas and order, ovﬂil
embrace subsidiary elements of various kinds, with which
preaching may, and should, almost wholly dispense 3 but the
preacher is uot more at libes y than the tacologian to take
sccount of only a fow of tho great Scripture truths, and to
pass by tho rest as unsuitable for his purpose.

Is tho preacher then (it ‘nay Le askod) bound so to ex-
hibit to reflect the totality of the Christian doctrine as
to leavo nothing to his own personality, his subjectivity,
in giving the !m:fomnce to those parts of truth, those views
and aspects of it, which his own exporience and attainments .
beat qualify him to proclaim?® 1 would not answer in the
affirmative without

A WORD OF KXPLANATION.

- Could we find a man who is qualified to render in its com-

pleteness the entiro circle of truth which preaching should
exhibut: - 80 to o thia that no truth should Le neglected, and
that all trutha shiould have the relative lprominenco which
our Scripture models of preaching would give them—he
would be an ideally perfect preacher in this regard. Bt
such perfection of mental and spiritual symmetry will
hardly bo found ; and 1t s doubtless the will of God that
the Chnstian preacher and teachor should avail of
his own aptitudes—should draw n[')on his own person-
ality—in gwing to the truths wlhich he has most com.
pletely realized tho force and vividness which his own ox-
perience may quabfy him to mmpart to then. Still, no
preacher, certainly no pastor, should feel at liborty to pre.
sent only soine truths, avoiding or lightly touching others,
on the ground that his religious attainments do not prepare
him to handle them. Rather will the faithful ministor of
Christ seck » larger and more syinmetrical Uhristian experi.
enco, 30 that ho can more adequately proclajin the doc-
trines of the kingdom. A\ 'perfectly-rounded and healthful
mimstry would give to the many clements of divine truth
the rolative prominence which they have in the Word of
God. If tno due perspective of truth 1s not preserved it
may almost be converted into error.  If doctrines and mat-
ters which are littlo in the foreground in Scripture—which
are clearly subordinate to Christian teaching- are tnade
prominent and consequently dwelt upon, or if the op})oaite
take place, the true standard and measure of doctrine is
lust, and some degree of evil will nccessarily follow. A
artial and distorted dovelopment of Christian character,
if nothing worse, will inevitably ensue. This puint is of
exceeding importance and might well bear expansion ; but
the remaining matters to which we wish to refer wilf not
allow mory words concerning it. Y.t the preacher over
observe the proportion of truth, While proclaiming with
nll his ability that which God has especially taught him,
let him have no pet subjects, no hobbies. ~Otherwise he
;]ntl;oduccs s purely human clement, and sacrifices to the
esh,

These remarks wi'l ~-:t be understood to imnply that the
preacher should aim at setting forth the

ENTIRE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION

in overy discourse. However commendgble the motive
which impels to it, any such practice would, in the case of
o settled pastor, assuredly end s seriously imparing, if not
destroying, s ministry = A bald and narrow reiteration of
a few truths, even the cardinal truths, ill supplies the place
of the careful and varied instruction which should neglect
no province of divine truth and no class of hearers— which
ghould provide nilk for the babes and solid food for the ma-
t.urc—t{nus sccuring perpetual freshness in all the variety of
topics with which Scripture itself is fawmiliar. There is
really no force in the objection so often made to this view,
viz., that every sewmmon should contain so full a statement
of the Gospel that an{ inquirer hearing it should have ade.
quate direction regavding the way of life. Every sermon
ghould, indeed, be a Gospel sermon, and should contemplate
the conversion or the edification of the hearer; but both
these ends will be best attained by a ministry which con.
forms to Scripture 1n 1ts variety of topic and point of view.
Nearly all the peovle ordin:\r'ﬂg’ found in our Churches are
acquainted with the letter of the Gospel ; what is necded is
that some vitel truth should be impressed upon the mind
by the Holy Spirit ; and if this i3 done as to one truth, say
the nature and uvil of sin, or thelove of God in the gift of
His Son, or the necessity of regeneration, the related truths,
which also require to_be spiritually apprehended, ‘will be
burne 1 upun the svul with demonstration of the Spirit at
the same time.  Should the preacher, mndeed, know that he
18 addresaing verrens ignoraot even of the iener, whether
in he.t ien or injChristian lands, he will surely take this into
account, and give a mure detatled statement of truth than
would bo requisite in different circumstances, A preacher
who remains but a few weeks in any locality may expound
the Gospel scheme in every discourse, but experience con-
curs with Scripture model 1n shuwing that the preacher who
would hold hus position, with influence cunstantly growing,
must cultivate another stylo of sermon. They were wont
to say in Eurvpe that every ruad led to Rome, and so we
may afirm that every line of Scripture truth leads to Christ,
Lt there be nou doubt that evéry sermun 18 an evangalical
utterance, that it breathes the spint of Chnist and directly
aims at exalting Him ; if so, it need not embrace the theo-
lugical curriculum.  Xot let wme add that when a preacher
has some great oppurtunity, speahing, fur example, on rome
important public vecasivn. he will wieely choose a subject
which is not remote from the heart of the Gospel. Lethim,
according to his advantage, bear full and hearty testimony
to Christ the Lord.

Stil further : the ubllg]atiun to set forth tho whole truth
does not forbid the preacher to accommodato his teaching in
matter as in manaer, to the

SPECTAL CONDITION OF HI8 HRARYRS.

Such accommodation is required not merely when an audi-
ence is to be addressed for a mingle time, but also in cases
whore tho preacher wall cuntinue to exercise hia ministry.
He finds his hearers in a cortain moral and intellectual con-.
dition—1n a certain attitude toward the Guspel and the king-
dom of God. Well, he must bring before them at first—
perhaps keep promunent for a considerable cgcriod—certain
truths and views which they especially nced to learn. It
would be useless, possibly hurtful, to pass on to other
traths unti] these have-made their improssion aud accom.



