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~fther were less diseased suspiciousness, less watch-
lug for insult when none is intended, less esefting the
YeY appeamance of patronage when patronage is not
thought of, there wouid be more friendliness ail round,

nd fewer class antagonisms and social alienations. We
v8~e lcnown and know individuals as kindiy and con-

Siderate as can weîî be imagined, and as anxious as
POssible to be on the most fiendly, humane, and Chris-
tianfoin with those who may not be sa well ta do as
tiieniselve and who have yet found their advances

tdiY ignored or repelled by the very persons who
IiIay ail the while be complaining of the coldness of
!en"" Church members, or the purse-proud isolation of

confifrtabie Christians.» There is no denying the fact
tbht the cegold ring and the gay clothing"1 have stili, as'
Of oid, far too great an influence both within the Church
~'Ln Wthojt. But at the same time let us be just, and
'clCllowledge that

''dernay be pampered when the flesh grows lean;
lu Uliity rnay -clothe an Engiish dean. "

8 hort, there is no denying the fact that there is
flething wrong with the Church which has no poor
rillected with it; but it is equaliy unquestionable that

tr 3Samething wrong with the Christianity the great
s f whose adherents continue, especially in a

4fUrttr like this, poor, shiftless, and uncomfotable;
ýththe highest spiritual blessings which genuine

3t'auity imparts, it deveiops energies, promotes
jI is and stimulates aspirations which, if not issuing

.ealth, have a natural tendency to result in «Iwell-
'g"and in individual as well as in family comfort.

t''YOne look round his own neighbourhood andask) c What in nine cases out of ten may be the cause0f th discomfort and poverty ta be met with al
tO ?» p and he wiil have ta answem, Sin; habits
%t Christianity, understood, believed, and acted

WOld naturally and ta a great extent effectively
UP bt Y the very roots.» Christianity does not

e niake the biockhcad a wise man, or the shift-

8 be full of tact and energy ; but it makes both
getdeai better than they would otherwise be, andPrt40tes far more effectually than ail the crude nos-

0hs f so-caîîed " moral and social renavators,"1
ich have been sa often ushered in with such an

, *tfltiof of wisdom and such a parade of omnis-
%4 ci to be in dfte time as discreditcd and scorned

Urtld be thé proposai of any comman tramp to
>tsluea brass farthing inta a golden guinea through

%t f a wooilen rag and a littie whiting, duly
Ize by the requisite amount of friction.

410 Churches of Christ at the present day are cem-

>hel ot what they ought to be, and His foliowers,
thr rich or poor, corne far short of their obliga-

Qfj4s'ld aims. But in the meantime it is as mani-
P0 i the sun at noon-day that they are the most

lforces at present in existence and operation for
rar lvin ad materiai advancement of the

On Ilwhich do not, diectly or indirectly, owe al
,t IrWor to the teaching of that Christianity which
0 0 'keîy their promoters may affect to ignore and

fittw,,e have flot been able ta discover even
r4lethe lives and chaacters and conduct of

q 4< q f tilose who have claiîned to have discovemed
Of t4(?r' excellent way " sufficiently expiain the failume
tir e vmius plans for the moral and social eleva-

Of the race seeing they have proved 50 con-
~Osythat they have failed -even at the fountain-

WSCANDALS IN TH.E CHUR CH.

1iýýany scandai, even the smallest, breaks out
t4 11a Church, it seems ta give great comfort and

?40rit Igeint~ to a considemable class in the com-
%ry Who are neither very brilliant intellectually

r4klOdels of personal propmiety. They grin and

"lce and~ ofolqiy n aens.Te
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phenomenon this, yet easiiy accounted for-often re-
curring in different guises, yet in them ail substan-
tially the same.

We have no wish that the world, cither within or
without the Church, should speak or feel tenderly
about scandais. It is a tribute of honour which they un-
consciously pay to that very Church when they make
the most of it. It is their confession that in such
cases they must bring to bear a higber standard of
judgment than they are inciined to appiy to their own
conduct or to that of their cronies. What with themn-
selves wouid pass as matters of course, nay, with a
siight dash of meritoriousness about them, are simply
awful when found in the Church of Christ. Ail right.
We thank you, friends, "lfor teaching us this word,"
and for even once making use of this standard, though
it be in malignity and scorn. Hoid it up. It is weii
worthy of ail your efforts, whoever may thereby be
brought to shame. Nay, it may heip even you

To rise on stepping.stones
0f your dead selves, to higher things.

Shipwreck of character, individuai inconsistency,
failure in reaiizing a iofty ideal, must always be mat-
ters for sorrowfui regret to any mind of even moder-
ate eievation-to any heart of even passable purity.
But with others very différent feelings are awakened,
and no one need wonder. Sometimes the scandai is
terrible, and the consequent injury widespread and
enduring. Sometimes it has to be carefuiiy nursed in
order to its appearing even passabiy outrageous.
But in any case, "woe unto the world because of scan-
dais !' How they make the enemies of God to bias-
pheme! How often they at ieast raise a iaugh, and
very possibIy bring to nought a holy resolution !

This iast kissing scandai at Brampton was but a
very poor affair, yet how it has set very smail wits agog,
and led to manyjharsh judgrnents and offensive inuen-
does ! We pass no opinion on the subject except to
say that what had remained untouched for two years
rnight in any case, and considering ail the circum-
stances, have well continued so for ail the future..

We can oniy add that, whatever were the facts in
this instance, it is a matter of notoriety and regret that
some very excellent ministers of more than one deno-
mination, both in Canada and eisewhere, have been
and are offensively prone to what was charged against
Mr. Willoughby. It is very possible that they rnay
mean nothing wrong, but the whoie thing is more
honoured in the breach than in the observance.
They need flot think that in this way they promote
their ministerial usefulness, or even their personal
popuiarity; and though, of course, there is not one
law for the pulpit and another for the pew, yet-"Ila
word to the wise is enough,» whatever their age and
whatever their honours 1

A SSEMBL Y>S FOREIGN MISSION.

EXTRACTS FROM DR. G. L. MACKAY'S LETT£RS.

In a letter from Bang-kah, Formosa, Dr. Mackay
gives an account of his journey up the rapids from
Sin.tsng to Sa.kak-eng, and also of lis waik across
the plains, which were like furnaces, at ten o'clock in
the forenoon. At the latter place he preached to seve-
rai hundreds of hearers, among whomn were fifty or
sixty converts. He goes on to say :

"lWe have to spend money to repair chapels which
were injured during the storms of 1881. The Church
should know how the money goes. I regret-I feel
grieved to tell you that the white ants are ail over the
house in which we live, and the ' dry rot'1 in the raft-
ers, etc., has ruined the roof. Masons are at work,
and have one side of the roof off. Mr. junor's house
is also in a ruind condition. What can we do ?
The Church in Canada should know about this."

"iOn Sabbath, convemts arrived fromn stations
twenty miles distant, having waiked ail the way.
Women aiso appeared from Keiung, etc. It was
burning hot, but we had a grand and giorious gather-
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bered in Christian Canada. Ten thousand bIessings
rest on the friends of hem who has gone befome, and
who in hem last moments thought of this heathen
Isle."

" This house is riddled with white ants. They are
actually in the wails, and made their way fmomn the
bottomn. The waod-work in many parts is entimely
eaten away. I don't consider the house safe ta live
in, but don't came for that ! Lite or death-all anc 1
But I do hope the Church will knaw where some
money goes. We must re/'air, or have the building
on our keads."

" I am just back fmom aur Southern churches, hav-
ing visited four of thern. The ain poured down in tor-
rents nearly ail the way. 1 visited very many villages
near the base of the his, and preached the gospel
farty-twa times. We had grand evening meetings in
the chapels. Ga~d is, as in days past, blessing a poor
iaboumem's efforts. The masons are building' Oxford
Coilege.'» T. L.

OBZTUARY.

The late Mrs. John McVicar, who died on the
9th inst., at the esidence of hem son-in-law, Mr.
Donald Guthrie, Q.C., and for some time M.P. for
Wellington, was a native of the south end of Cantyre,
Argyleshime, Scotiand. Some fotysix years ago the
family, then consisting of the parents and ten chul-
dmen, came ta Canada and settled near Chatham.
Bath father and mother wcre persans of vigomous con-
stitutions, high intelligence, and sterling integmity.
They passed heroically through the oft-told difficul-
tics incident ta pioneer life in Canada, and always
felt confident of the great future in store for the land
of their adoption.

While cherishing a truly libemal and catholic spirit,
they were devotcdly attached ta the Pesbytcrian
Church. The deceased, who was the mother of
tweive childmen, attained ta the unusual age of ninety-
twa, and is survived by four sons and thmee daughtems,
and many grandchiidren. Hem decision of chamacter,
faitb, courage and perseverance are deeply impmessed
upon hem children. She lived ta sec them ail in posi-
tions of camfort and usefuiness. Hem eldest son,
Duncan, who has donc much ta advance the eligiaus,
agmicultumal, and genemal intemests af the county of
Kent, stili retains the original homestead in the
township of Chatham. Hem yaungest son, the Rcv.
Dm. D. H. McVicar, was for same time pastor of
Knox Church, Guelph, afterwamds of Cote st. Church,
Mantreal, and is now Principal of the Presbyterian
College. He was last ycar Moderator of the Genemai
Assembly. Hem second youngest son, D r. Maicolm
McVicar, has for twenty-five years heid high cdu-
cational positions in the United States, has written
successfuily on education in the farm of text books and
otherwise, and is now Professor of Apologetics and
E xegesis in the McMaster Hall, Toronto.

0f late yeams, Mms. McVicam elected ta residc with
hem san-in-law, Mm. Guthmie, from whom and fmom hem
youngest daughter, Mrs. Guthrie, and hem daughtem
Helen, she ecived the most devated attentions.
She lived in the affection of the entire family group,
comprisiflg, aiang with those just named, seven grand-
childmen. She had long exemcised a lively Christian
faith and hope, and enjoyed for many years, with the
geatest satisfaction and gratitude, the unwcaried
ministemial and pastoral services of the Rev. Dr.
Wardrope, Guelph.

On Sunday morriing, the 9th, she peacefaily, and
without any apparent pain, feil asleep in jesus. The
remains were taken for interment ta the family burying
grouund on the aid homestead.

Appmopriate funeral services weme conducted on the
failowing Tuesday afternoon, in the Fimst Preshyterian
Church, by hem former pastar, the Rev. A. McCoil, and
at the grave by the Rev. Wm. Walkem.

PRESBYTERY 0F HAMILTON.-This Pesbytery met


