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it contains be carefully considered; that
the sessions shall endeavor, as far as prae-
ticable, to ascertain the sentiments of the
managers and the church at large; and
that ﬁley report to this committee hefore
February 1853.” This motion was car-
ried by a Jarge majoriry.

Conuniltee on provision for aged Minis-
ters.—Dr McMichael made a short verbal
report on behalf of this committce. The
committea, he said, had been at consider-
able pains in connection with the subject
remitted to them, which they considered
to he one of great importance to the
church. They had been devising tables
of the premiums required securely and ef-
fectually to carry out the scheme; and
had received valuable aratuitous assist-
ance from several eminent actuaries.—
From the steps they had taken, the com-
mittee were more and more convinced of
the practicahility of the scheme. He had
always regarded, as one of the weakest
points, he would not say in the Voluniary
principle, but in Voluntary practice, the
manner in whichaged and infirm ministers
were treated ; and it was his earnest wish,
as he believed it was that of all his breth-
ren, that he might not outlive the time
when he was unable, from age or infirm-
ity, to discharge the functions of the min-
isterial office with efficiency and success.
He was glad to see a spint of liberality
arising in the church, which he hoped
would go an increasing, in regard alike to
the home and foreign field ; and it would
enable them to carry out sccessfully such
benevolent schemes as that now under
consideration.

‘To show the praticability of the scheme
—Suppose a person at the age of twenty-
five were te pay a premium of 15s. 6d. a
year, or an entire payment of £15 12 2.
he would be entitled to an annuity of £10]
at the age of sixty-five ; or suppuse thata
person at the age of thirty paid a premium
of £1 a year, or an entire premium of
£18 17s., he would he entitled to receive
an aunuity of £10 at the age of sixiyfive.
Again, suppose a person at the age of
thirty-five paid £1 6 104. a year as pre-
mium, or an entire sum of £23, he wounld
also be entitled to an annuity of £10 at
sixty-five. Suppose, on the other hand,
that the Synod were all young men, an
annuity of £20 for each could be secured
by a payment £840 a vear; or L30 for
a payment of £1260 a years or .C10 for |
a payment of L1680 a venr. 1le sug-
gested, 1 conclusion, that the commitice i
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should be re-appointed, and instrueted to
report to a future meeting of Synod.

The Synod approved of the diligence
of the committee, recommitted the subject |
for the reasons which they had adduced,’
that they might farther consider it and re.
port to next Synod, with power to send
the report, if completed before the next
meeting of Synod, to individual ministers,
or adopt whatever other course they might
deem best, in order to communicate the
matter to the church previous to that!
time.

Summary of Principles.—An overture|
was read from the Presbytery of Kilmar-
nock in favor af’ 4 summary of priuciplesl
10 be used in the admission of members.
The overture stated that such 2 summary |
had been in use in onc of the branches of]
the now united church; and was still ad-
hered to in many congregations; but asj,
the Synod had not prononnced any judg-l;
ment upon it, its eontinuance could havdly '}
be said to be in accordance with presbyte-!;
rian order. ‘The presbytery believed thatj
if sxch a form were prepaved by the Sy-!
nod, it would lead to unity of operation, |
and tend to strengthen the church at;
large.

Mr Marshall of Coupar-Angus, thought
the overture contemplated rather much.!
He did not beleive such a summary could
be secured as would have that authority
w hich ought to attach to such a document.
It would be hetter to draw up a formula
for the admission of members similar to
that used in the admission of ministers
and elders—embhracing all in the Shorter
Catechism which entrants into the fellow-
ship of the church should formally es-
pouse. He moved that a committec be
appointed to consider the overture and
the whole subject, and report to next
mec:ling of Synod,—this motion was car-
ried.

Delt Liyuidating Fund.— Mr James,
Greig gave in a report on behalf of the!
Debt Liquidating Board.  After discus-
sion, the Synod agreed to express theit
sriong sense of the importance of the Debt
Liquidating Scheme; ze-appointed the’
Board, and in addition to the powers given
them last year, appointed a general col-
iection to be made on the seeond Sabbath
of February: enjvined preshvteries to see
that it has been made: and authorised
the Board te send deputations to such com- ¢
gregations as should nealect ouking a
collection.
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