SABBARTH SCHOOIL,

i bors to rejuice with them, when the
feund what they had lost: and the
" Saviour adds, that “likewise joy shaii
be iz heaven, in the presence of the
rangeks of God, ever one sinner that
Urepenteth.”  Observe, that when sin-
. ners are brought back to God, they
faresaid to “ repent;” that is, they are
. grieved and ashamed for all their past
‘sins, and they earnestly desire o be
; kept from sin for the time to come.
! Let no one think that they have al-
' ready wandered too far to return. It
|| way thz chief of sinners that Jesus
came to seek aud to save. He can make
even liars learn to love truth; he
can teach swearers to fear an oath;
and even should you have been sc
wicked asto mock &t good people, and
to laugh at religion, yet he can make
you to delight in it yourselves. Come
to him just as you &re; and he will put
you among the ‘“sheep of his pasture
to-day, if ye will hear his voice.”
Your past wanderings will then no
more be mentioned or remembered
against you, because he has borne the
punishment which they deserved : and
you will wander no more, for he will
lead and guide you, and make you “to
walk in the paths of righteousness.”
i Again, I would s.y, come to him im-
mediately ; for if you do not, ihere
may be ‘“ but a step between you and
: death,”
But some of my readers may per-
;; haps be like the scribes and pharisees,
| imagining that they are “ just persons.
|

{ who need no repentance.” They are
ruol liars or swearers ; they are very
" regular in their atiendance at their

| sunday school, and repeat their lessons;

- correctly ; they are in general obedi-
i entlo their parents, and their {riends
' think them very good children. But
+if they are proud of these things.and
. think that they have no sios to repent
_;of, let them remember that they are
“not approved by God. “ God resist-
< eth the proud.”
, by their good conduct they ecan
i deserve his favour, they are much mis-
taken, for he has said, that “Dby the
'deeds of the law there shall no flesh

: probation.
; Sunday school ; but it is because they !
"jove iustruction, and are desirous te
"learn the way to heaven? le it not
frather thut they may get praise, and
If they suppose that| perhaps a reward for regular atten-
{dance T They always say their lessons
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vbe justified iu hiv sight.”  « They, be-
igr norant of God's righteousness,
cand goieg about to estabiish their own
irighteousness, have not submitted !
tthemaelves unto the righteousness of
i God,” and this cannot but be very
"displessing to him ; because it is the
same thing as it they said, that God
nerd not have sent His Son into the
world to save sinners, for they can
save themselves. Let these parables
teach them, that the repentance and
convergion of one poor wicked child
would be far more pleasing to God,
than all \he good behaviour which they
boast of. They may despise those
childrer who lie, and steal, and take
God's name in vain ; butif they should
at last see some of them, converted
by the grace of Christ, entering into
the kingdom of heaven, while they
themselves are shut out, O how dread-
| ful will it be!

But, before I have done, I would
fain try to convince them, that there !
really is less difference than they sup.
pose, between them and those wicked
children whom they despise. I feel
anxious to do so, because I know that
it is impossible for them to be happy,
while they continue to think of them-
selves more highly than they ought o
thiak.

Letthem remember, that  the Lord
seeth not as man seeth, for man look-
eth on the outward appearance, but .
the Lord looketh on the beart:” and
the pride which he sees in their hearts
Ui «quite as displeasing to him, as lying
or swearing would be.  Besides, 1t is
not enough oaly to behave well; he
knows their 7easons for behaving well ;
and if these are not good, the best out-
ward conduct can never meet his ap-
They go vegularly to the '

i correctly, and even perhaps learn vo-
(luntary lessons; but is this because
i they love the Bible, and desire to have

T e

-



