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I~ order to make our paper still more attrac-
tive and voluable to the collector, we intend
continuing monthly a series of articles on rare
and obsolete stamps. As our space is more
confined this issue than it usually has been, we
are compelled 10 make this article much shorter
than we originally intended. But perhaps next
month we wuay have more room—tor the pre-
sent, howeves, our readers must accept this
apology, as it 1s the best we can do under ihe
circumstances, We will ai once proceed to our
task, and vote first :

v THE 12D. CANADA.

This stamp, as some of our readers are aware,
was in use but a short time; so short, that
many persons-—¢ven those residing in Canada—
know nothing aboutit. One geatleman living
in Quebee, to whom we had written on the
subject svme time ago, informed us that we
must have been labuuring under some wistaks
when we asked him for sume particulars about
it. He told us that no such stamp was ever
issued ; but a subsequent letter fromm him told
a totally different tale, (as we expected.) He
gave us a few fucts, and that was all we wanted.
It was at first intended for postage to Xng-
land, and was actually used for « time. The
postage was afterwards reduced, and the 10d.
stamp took the place of the 12d. The lateer is
now {)the genuine) one of the ravest in exiot-
ence, and_very readily obtains such prices as
$4.00, and even $5.00 for one specimen. Proofs
are often offered fur sale on India paper, with
the word specimen printed at the side.  Ama-
weur collectors must content themselves with
this last, for it is_utterly impossible to obtain
the real Simon Pure article for less than the
sums we name; and even then it is doubtful
whether it can be had at that price or not.
The color of the genuine stamp isbla.l. It.is
an achesive, and contains a portrait of Queen
Victoria in-an -inseribed oval, with figutes 12 at
corners: The Canadian stamps were first issued
in the year 1831, and not in. 1856 .0r 1857 as
stated:in several.catalogues. |, .

.CoLLECTORS-Will do well “to géx;d,for- Messra.
G. W. Wintesburn & Co.’s-Catalogue, before
purchasing-elsewhere. Price oaly 15 cents.

s Bostal Ghit-Chat.

WaY is a letter posted to a friend like a small
Americun coin? Because iv is one sent, (one
cent.)

Wuy is a naughty school boy like a postage
stamp ?  Because be needs to be licked and put
in the corner to make him stick to his letters.

Priny MILEs, a gentleman well known in the
Uuited States from his efforts in behalf of cheup
%)atuge, died recently 5t che Island of Malta;
H: was a native of Watertown, New York.—
Cincinnatt Duily Gazette.

C = honest Georgia Postmaster has paid over
to tue Post Office Department, in greenbacks
the value of the postage stamps hehad on ban
at the breaking out of the war. This is the
only case of the kind which has come to the
knowledge of the departent.

Tue Tribunal of Justice at Paris has con-
demned M. Marion to pay ‘thé sum of 5000fcs.
for advertising and selling the current French
stamps above their facial value.

TuE French Colonial stamps are now vsed in
the Tsle of Reunisu.

AN exchange paper contains the following : —
Nicaragua is so called after the name of an In-
dian King who ruled that country ’Iprevious to
the discovery by the Spaniards. The country
is in a very 1nsecure condition at present and it
is not safe to enclose money in letters.

. New StaympeD EnvELoPES. —The Post. Office

Department has shown a desire to meet. the |
wants of the business public by an issue,of two
new varicties of stamped envelgpes, viz.: the
ordinary letter size with the double rate of six
cent stanps, anl the official size bearing the
single rate of three cent stamps. Heretofore.in
sending letters weighing halfian ouncé or mare
in letter size Government envelopes, it-hasbeen
necessary to use an adhesive stamp to..pay the
excess of postage, thus disfiguring the: appesr-
ance of the envelope and causing.an:increase .of
work in the labor of cancellation. -So in regard
to the official size, with an inclosure.of less
weight than half an.ounce, the.use of stamped
envelopes ismecessitated of .one.rate, postage.==
Both- these inconyeniences are gbyiated by .the
issue of'the new envelope, whioh. will soon_he
for sale at the princir a1, offices, thronghout, the




