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and honourable, rich and intellec
he neen, but the follower of the meek and
lowly Jesus. ‘T'hus shall he be known and

,and wasted in foolsh cxpenditures, and
, profitless ceremomies, and emply vaniuce.

tual, mly‘ i
From these the Christian must sedulunslyl

THE WESLEYAN.
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fe:ling ; but itis the dignity of Chrigtianity. founded upon the common sense of mankind,
There may be an unbending tnmen and a, In accordance with this, we undersiand o9
firmer slep: but these are outward evi.:tropical langusge sl those exptessions which

read of all men, a living epstle ministered loe ; from these he must pray to be pro-jdences of imternal rectitude, and well.un. ! nscribe _hands, feet, cyes, ascent, descent,

to the eye of the world as a hving and ac.
tive pattern of Christian excellence.

- tected,
cannot flounsh, if he would grow m grace,

Humibity in another feature of rehgon. and w the knowledge of the laord Josus!

Anud such worldly mfluences he derstood and settled principle.

Tewporal bleseings, as benefactions from
the hand of Provulence, are mtended to he

which ought always anid most wamfestly to Chrste e wust breathe in a purer and framed mto beneficial and useful purposes ;
accompany the reception of temporal bles. , holier atmosphere; he must hase relyqon, but the blessings of grace are letter an
angs; a trit of character, mdeed, most:so mwrought throughout hus whole beiwnytimore enduring. The former have more in.
ditticult of attamment ; yet one which will as to be placed above the mutations of'timate connexion with time: the latter,
advance the Chrstian to a near resem. earth, its maxins, and fashons,  As learn- i with etermty. ‘The former may yield fruits
blance of the Savieur. “ e ye clothed g Chrt, his nund must at all toes, and jof prosperity, and may gain that honour
with humility ** Euveloped wthe ample, s all situations, be amitions only for thaty wlich wan’ can give; but the latter are
folds of tlus vestient, the servant of Christ, elesation of guiet d:gmt,v. which  threw omore truly valuable 1n producing the frurts
thus wearing the badge of lus Magter, stands around the character of s great Exemplar{of the Spint.  ‘I'hese former may bring the
forth i teve and real igity.  Encompassed a halo of glory, and left a deep and sacred suiles of the world, the welcomes o? our
with a upirit of lowhness, he occupies a farimpression wherever he moved. fellow-tnen, the comforts, the emoluments
more honourable position than if he stood! If those temporal blessings vouchsafed|of earth; hut the latter are the sources
upon the lofty pedestal of seli.esteem, or by P'rovidence, exert any power in turning | through which tlow the favour and blessin
ere worlilly regard.  ‘P'rue hunnbity 18 the i the Chinstian aside from the sunplicy, theof Giod hitmself; the friendship of glorifiec
proper knowledge of oursehies, the clear meckuess, the punty, the humidnty, and!samts, the guardian care of angels. The
perception and recognition of our entire and: the holimess rehigion teaches, 1 woe is prO-&[ormer leave us as we pass into the dark-
continual dependence upon God. It is the! nounced on hun.” “ How hardly shall theyiness of the grave ; but the latter conduct
practical acknowledgment of the glorious that have riches enter mto the kingdon off us into the brightness of eternity !
sovereignty of 1itm in whom we hve, and: God ! fell from the lip= of one whose word B. S. S.
move, and have our being, the complete, s unalterably true.  With such gifts de-|  Neweastle-upon-1'yne.

transfusion into our own mward life of that scend solemn responsitihities ; and the im. | ==z~ - -

great truth, *God is all and m all”  The provement and nght use of them fix on the
traly humble heart is rrecipient peculiar duties, by the perfor.

e

* Biblical Literature.

dr

o A heatt resiga’d, submissive, meok,
‘I'he grout Kedocmer's theone.”

And the truly humble man sceks not him-';

self, but Christ.  With Chnst he i cruci-
fied ; he desires to dwell on Calvary. s
he accepted of God !

His 18 the lowhness of a loving heart ; :.md;
thus he secks, that in all things serving,

God, God may in all things be glonificd by

him through Christ Jesus, l

For every true heliever in Christ, this is
the right spint.  Let but the full import ofi
By grace are ye saved through faith,” bc’
perceived and felt, and boasting will ndeed
be excluded, whether we be rich or poor.
Tut he who receives temporal blessings in!
a more than common measure is especially
called to cherish tlus feeling, and to guard

ainst all that may be inconsistent with it.
His circumnstances, operating upen sinful
nature, tend to produce self-complacency,
and the desire of some form or other of
creature-homage ; and thus easily way he
be seduced to *waik in prde.”  Aud in
him geudine (not affected) hunulity will
iudcch shine, and brng much glory to God.
Lowliness of condition, frequent disapposnt-
ment, the habits of submussive respect
called for by the usages of society, may pro-)
duce a behaviour greatly rescmblimg they
walk of hunuhty itself.  But when prospe-,
rity does mnot make us overbearing; and:
when, with large eadowments entrusted to.
us, We say,—

4 father, into thy hands alone

1 have oy alt restored; ‘
My all, thy property 1 own,
‘I'he stewasrd of the Lord ;* ’

the work of the Syurit is distinguished from
human depression, the examyle is the moro‘z

imnpressive by bemng more distinctly brought

Heisacceptedmthe;
Beloved. Can he dothe will of God? The:
Spirit etrengthens him i his iuner man—:

mance of which Chrnistiau activaty, marked
humihty, and a chastened demeanor, must
be evidenced, in order that the world may
see that hie is one of whom it ts said, “None
of us liveth to himself.”

‘I'he smnd of the Christian should be per.
petually reverting to the peculiar relation
i which he staunds as only a sojourner here.
In proportion as hic contemplates the extent,
am‘ the riches, and glories of that * better
country ”* to which he can claim heirslap,
the demands he hason this fleeting, shadowy,
and uncertain world will lose their power
‘T'he wore frequently lus thoughts and feel.
mgs nise to heaven, the less will he depend
on carthly circumstances for havpmess;
the more keen lus hungering and thirsting
after rirhitcousness, the less relish will he
feel for the tasteless and fruitless ceremo.
mes, maxung, and enjoyments of carth.

‘'emporal blessings in tinz land of com.
merce and speculation, are not only desira.
ble, but, m many cases, necessary, for up.
holding and discharging the various mer.
cantile duties and responsibilities which
crowd upon its halntants ; and when the
Christian, m fulfiling his daily and lawful
avocalions, sees prosperity crowning his
efforts, he must receive allas instruments
by which the peace, harinony, and beauty
of rehigion may be diflused; and he must
endeavour that in them, and through them,
and by them, the Christian character be
shown 1n all the attractiveness of love, pu-|
rity, and holiness: kecping such temporal-
benefices w their sabordinate place, .'mdi
acting, and walking, not m his oxwn might,

| but in the strength and wisdom of God. !

OFf how sccondary a nature are the things
of titne, when compared with the mnterests
of cternity!  Yet it is to be fearcd that,
Christians are found manifesting too great.
a degrecof anxiety respecting what endures'

RULES OF INTERIMRETATION.
cHar. ut.

Other means to asust in finding the sense
of words bestdes the usus loguendu.
Coutivued.

6. Use of the context s wterprelation.
Of more limited extent, (¢) but rather
more evident is the rule to have recourse
to the antecedents and consequents of a
passage, i €. the coNTEXT, in order that
you may determine its mecaning. ‘I'lns 1s
done for two reasons : esther that we ma
chooge out of several meanings one which
does not disagree with the usus loguends
or that the incaning of an uncommon word,
not explaimed by the usus loguendt, may he
tiscovered. Here, however, we must guard
against proceeding beyond probalihity ; and
to do this, we must observe the same cau.
tions as have been just given above, (Mo-
rus, p. 160. 1x.)

(@) In the otiginal, angustine; by which
Eraesti probably meant. of lers impartance, ot
confined within narrower limits, Tut I cannat
accede to the propriety of this sentiment; for
the immediate context, eather preceding, suc-
cecding, or both together, isa rule for judging
of the meaning of words, of the very broadest
extent, I might say that cven the evidence of
the usus loguendi is, in very many cascs, Luilt
npon the context. We adopt e opinion that
the usas loguendi sanctions this or that parti.
cular seasc, because the context clearly shews
that such » meaning is 10 be assianed 10 it, and
that no other can be given without rendering
the sense frigid and inept. Morcover, the
general scope of an author doces not forbid the
admission of a great vancly of arguments,
illustrations, and episodes (it I may be in.
dulged in the use of such a word here) into
the wntermediate patts of a diccourse; so that
onc is far more certain of giving a senee that
18 congriious, by consulting the immediate

out, and the saved rich man greatly glori- | but for a season s whilst they appear com.. emtert, than by merely consclung the gene.

fies the omuipotence of dine grace.

Temporal blessmgs ought to be received'
in a spirit of unbending wregrity. The!
Christian is to *do justice,” as well zs tol
« Jove merey.”  His heart is to be so puri-
fied and rectified, that every cimotion and’
every aun may flow from night principles,
and visibly diverge into clearand untamted

acts of uprightuess, forbearance and love ;!

thus evidencing 2 mund calm and tranquil;?in rectifving and refining the character |staicd.

clevated above the mutations of earth, un.:

*paratively indifferent to those which haiveral scopo of the whale.

connected with them an cternity of happi-:
Ness or wWoe. i

If temparal hlessings were received and!
used as the Donar of them mtends they

Both, no daubt, are
to be regarded 3 but of the two, the foruer is
by far the most important means of assistance,

Indeed, 1should doubt whether there is any
one rule intho whole science of {Jemmencutics,

&, to God, who 18 a Sparit.  “T'he prineiple in
.question is of vast extent in construing the
figurative language of the Neriptures; and n
. also extends 1o many expressions that are not
strectly tropical.  ‘Foo nuch  certminty, how.
ever, should not bo ascribed toit; for come
cases occur, where the sulyect 1s vnperfecily
:anm. and of courre we are unatie to pro,
,vounce with confidence what attributes may
1be ascribed toiit,

(b By disjunctives are mennt worda placed
‘' antithens K. g, Aeaven, ecarth, aprit,
flexh, &e.  ‘The rule for finding the sense 1n
such cases is cbvious, provided the meanug
Yof vither term can be found, For whatever
weaning one term has, the other has tho oppo.
lsite ; s0 that if certainty he acquiced as to he
lone, itis of course acquired as tn the ather,
i which is ¢ be construed ns & real antitheass.
*Compare P, IIL. C.ai. § 23,

bR, Analogy of languages a means of in.
terpretation.  Analogy of languages may
also assist in judging of the meaning of
words. ‘This is of different kinds. ‘The
first is analogy of any particular language,
(i. e. the samne language with that to be in-
terpreted, which analogy was treated of in
a former chapter, and shewn to be useful
jin_ascertaiming the usus loquendi) the
principles of which are developed by the
recepts of grammarians. 1t is necessary
ere only to touch upon this analogy.
(Morus, p.163. xv.)

Analogy means similitude. . . from
the mcaning attached to the forms of words,
their position, their connexion, &c. m one
or rather many cases, we argue to establish
a similarity of meamng, where the pheno-
mena are the same, in another. ‘I'his ana.
logy is the foundation of all the rules of

ratnmar, and of all that is cstablished and
witelligible m Janguage.

9. Grammatical analogy uscful notonly
i finding the usus loguendi, but appheadle
to some doubtful cases. F. g. when the kind
of meaning generally considered is evident
(by comparing other similar words and we-
thods of speaking concerning such things
appropriate to the language) we may judge
of the special force or power of the word,
by aud of grammatical analogy: as 1 Pet.
v. 3, where many critics have attached to
cgkombosasthar an emphatic sense, we must
compare the other Greek phrases which re-
late to clothing or wresting.  And thus we
shall see that the prepositions peri, amphi,
en are used in composition, without any
accession of meaning 10 the verb thereby;
and consequently that cgkombosasthar is no
more than endusasthay, with which it is
commuted in Clemeus Rom. Ep. L p. 39,
A good interpreter should be well versed
in such comparisons. (Morus, p.170. xv1.)

10. Analogy of kindred languages. Ano-
ther analogy is that of kindred languages ;
cither as descended from one common
stock, as Hcbrew, Syriac, Chaldee, and
Arabic ; or derived the one from the other,
as Laum and Greek. The former kind of
analogy Schultens has explained, and has
often had recoureée to ity in his Origines
Ling. Heb., aud in kis various Commeunta-
rics.

Morus, on this section, says, that dialects
1 difier only in the mode ot declimmng, in the

shonld be, how many bright and _,m"ri""'Somwomm,ﬂ"d ofsomuch practicaland actusl| proyunciation and forms of words, &c.;

imuorns of Christian perfection would he.
held up before the world, and how many:

argudcnts i favour of the power of religion, |

would be established!  or the inconsis.!

usc, us the onc in question.  Great care irdeed
18 necessarv,to decidewith certainty what sense
the coneat reguires that a ward should have,
especially when the inunediate subject is briefly
But this care is as casil * actised ay
any other mie is, which llermeacutics pre.

rufiled by circumstances, undisturbed by ;tencies, the errors, and the imprudencies! seribe in difforent cares,  Violenwe wmust not
passions, unchanged by opimons; finn m'of Christian professors, when placed in be done to woids, by torcibly srajecuny them

the sunplicnty ot the Gospel; rigid in the
maintenance of truth, imparual  the dis.*
pensation of justice, fulfiling dutics, occu-
pring ofiices, permitling temporal honours, |
recaving  acknowledgments, not as the
reward of vittue, of talem, of perseverance, |
or of industry, carned or deserved ; but as
the rexultof gifts derved fromthe Almighty, !
and given for the establislinent of His ho-'!
nour, whose are the gold and the silver,
and the cattle upon a thousandshills. The
Christian, fechay himself to be only a
steward, will endeavour so wisely and;
faithfully to transact lis Lord's busineas,
as that when he s called to give up us ac.
couuts, he tay do so, not with grief, but
with holy confidence and joy.

Tewporal blessings too often briug with
them the glare, and glitter, and unmeani
tingel of lgi. world's show, and pride,

y bearance, and an increasing love for com.

parade. They too frequently are abused

elevaied and  prospering circumstances,
have too often and too truTy licen pointed at ;
by scotfers and infidels, as undeniable exam-

ples of the incfliciency of religion for cﬁ’cc:-f
g thase moral revolutions it professes to}
accomplish. Jlow much better, were Chris-
tians less anxions for worldly successesand
advantages! These, even considered in
their most favourable aspect, are but second.
ary, when placed in contrast with spiritual
blessings. Howdiflerentlvdo these lastaffect
the mind ! Their natural results are deeper
hamidaty, more fervent chanty, greater for-

wution with the nvisible realitics of the
kingdom of heaven. The mind becoines
elevated to a higher state of hioliness ; what
clasticity of spirit there may be, is not that
of levity or looseness, but that of a soul
conecious of walking in the sunshine of di-
vine favour. There may be Joftiness of

-~

to the context, against ctv .ology, analogy,
the rules of grammar, ar. the nature of lan.
gusge. Butin cverv .ning short of this, ali
good lexicogmphers and commentators adapt
the mcantag of words o the context, in cases
o0 numetous to need any epecification. Comp.
Morus ut supra.

7. Various comparisons uscful in order
ta discover the meaning of words.  Of si-
mular utility for finding the sense of ambi.

auous or obscure words is the comparing of

subject and attribute ; of nouns and adjec-
tives 3 (@) of words accompanied by other
words that quahify them, which may con.
aist of adverbs, or of nouns joined to the
word investigated by prepositions, and con-
atituting a kind of adverbial periphrasis ; or
finally of disjunctives. (5) (Morus, p. 163.
X1—XIV.) .

(e) Qualia sint suljects talia sint attvibuta,
#8 the 0ld rule of the achools and of philesophy,

" and ranks the Syriac, Chaldee, and Arabic,
{amore the dialeets of the lebrew ; while
fhe calls the Latin and Greek cognatc lan-
ruages. General usage however is against
hin 5 for cognate languages of the Hebrew
is alinost the appropriate name of those
which he calls dialects.

11. Usec of this analogy. 'This analogy
is of use to the intezpreter, not oniy in ae-
sisting him, by the ad of one dialect, to
restore roots which have perished in ano-
ther that is the subject of his investigation,
and thus opening a way of access to the
sirnification of words; but still more use.
ful as a means of illustrating and confirm.
ing that sense of words, which the scope of
the discourse commnends.

This is a subject deeply interesting to
every student of the oriﬁinal languages of
the Bible, especially of the Hebrew. Ana.
logy, woderately and judiciously used, is of
great worth 3 but pushed too far, it dege-
nerates into a violation of all the fundamen-
tal rules of interpretation. Comp. Morue,
P 176. xix——xx51, where several valuable
cautions may be found. Better still may be
found in the admirable Preface of Gesenius
to his Hebrew Lexicon, Freface.to Part I.




